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‘Muslims saved us’ says Malawi official
In the face of xenophobic 
attacks against Malawian 
migrants, two humanitarian 
groups immediately stepped 
up to help, Ismail Suder re-
ports.

The Malawian 
people and I will 
forever be grate-
ful to the Muslim 
community of 

Durban and elsewhere who 
came to our rescue as mi-
grants fled for their lives”, 
said Pastor George Mzenda, 
a Malawian Government 
official in an interview with 
Al-Qalam.

Pastor Mzenda was com-
menting on threats by vigi-
lante groups who gave un-
documented migrants until 
June 30 to leave South Af-
rica or face violence.

“I can tell you one thing, 
if it wasn’t for the rapid ac-
tions of the Muslims, many 
of my people would have 
died in the open grounds of 
Sherwood Park where they 
were huddled in the cold – 
and from terror. I would like 
to meet our generous bene-
factors some day and thank 
them personally for what 
they have done for us – God 
bless them,” he said.

Pastor Mzenda was refer-

ring to two Muslim human-
itarian organisations that 
were the first responders to 
their plight – the Caring Sis-
ters Network (CSN) and the 
Islamic Medical Association 
(IMA, Durban branch).

As thousands sought ref-
uge at the park in Sherwood 
– including hundreds of 
terrified mothers with their 
children – the humanitar-
ian groups swung into ac-
tion, firstly providing hot 
meals, blankets, baby milk 
and other basic necessities. 
Then they brought out the 
fully-equipped IMA mobile 
clinic manned by volunteer 
doctors and nurses who im-
mediately began treating 
scores of sickly people.

This week both the IMA 
and CSN met to evaluate 
their efforts during the “Dis-
placed Foreign Nationals 
Crisis” at three points in the 
city – the Sherwood Camp, 
the North Beach Drive-In 
site and the Che Guevara 
Road (Moore Road) site.

Yasiera Mahomed-Suli-
man, the Overall Coordi-
nator (Humanitarian Med-
ical Response) said: “The 
humanitarian response 
brought together Muslim 
and non-Muslim volunteer 
doctors, nurses, pharmacists 

and allied healthcare profes-
sionals, reflecting a shared 
commitment to serving hu-
manity.

“Alhamdulillah, while co-
ordinating an emergency 
humanitarian response of 
this nature is demanding, 
exhausting and time-con-
suming – and often requires 
long hours and late nights 
– it is always a privilege to 
answer the call when there 
is a need.

“Being part of the overall 
humanitarian coordination 
team through CSN, where 
we were simultaneously 
coordinating food, water, 
blankets and other relief ef-
forts, enabled us to identify 
medical needs rapidly and 
respond efficiently to emer-
gencies as they arose. This 
close collaboration greatly 
strengthened the medical 
response and ensured that 
patient care remained a pri-
ority throughout the opera-
tion”.

But she emphasised that 
they could not have done 
it alone. Throughout the 
medical response, IMASA 
worked alongside the De-
partment of Health, eThe-
kwini Health, and the South 
African Red Cross Society. 
The Department of Health 

was present during the fi-
nal two days at Sherwood 
Park from 8am to 4pm only, 
while the Department of 
Health, eThekwini Health 
and the Red Cross provid-
ed support at the Drive-In 
site, primarily during office 
hours only.

“IMASA volunteers largely 
covered the after-hours ser-
vice, remaining on site until 
midnight and, on many oc-
casions, until 1:00/2:00 am. 
Volunteers also covered full-
day weekend shifts, together 
with selected early morning 
sessions, ensuring continui-
ty of medical care through-
out the operation.

In her estimation, the med-
ical teams attended to be-
tween 400–500 patients 
daily. The most common 
conditions managed in-
cluded: Upper respiratory 
tract infections, colds and 
influenza; Pneumonia; Gas-
troenteritis, gastritis and 
abdominal cramps; Dehy-
dration and heat exhaustion; 
Scabies and lice associated 
with overcrowding; Head-
aches, body aches and fe-
ver; Anxiety, stress and 
insomnia related to trauma 
and displacement, poorly 
controlled chronic illness-
es, including hypertension 
and diabetes. The teams had 

their hands full, including 
attending to many pregnant 
women. There were two 
births at Sherwood Park and 
three births at the Drive-In 
site.

“Throughout the emergen-
cy response, medication to 
the value of approximately 
R100,000 was procured and 
dispensed through a collab-
orative effort. This includ-
ed: R63,000 funded through 
IMASA Lillah contribu-
tions. R12,000 sponsored 
by Caring Sisters Network 
(CSN) to procure urgently 
required medication, in-

cluding chronic medication. 
“The remaining balance 
was generously sponsored 
by volunteer doctors, in-
dividual donors and sup-
porting partners, including 
Gift of the Givers (GOTG) 
and Sparkport Overport, 
ensuring uninterrupted ac-
cess to essential medication 
throughout the humanitarian 
response.

“Alhamdulillah, we thank 
Allah (SWT) for granting us 
the opportunity and ability 
to be of service during this 
humanitarian crisis,” she 
concluded.
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Abused sisters find refuge 
at Kenilworth Respite Centre 
By Azra Hoosen

For years, Ayesha 
(36), a mother of 
three endured phys-
ical, emotional, fi-

nancial and sexual abuse, 
believing she had to stay in 
the marriage for the sake of 
her children. After seeing 
their mother often crying, 
they urged her to leave – and 
she did.

Ayesha (not her real name) 
sought refuge at Durban’s 
Kenilworth Respite Centre 
to escape her painful life. 
Months later, she felt she 
was strong enough to leave 
the Centre after finding em-
ployment and her own home 
to rebuild her life.

Ayesha’s story is one of 
many that reflect the quiet 
but vital work being done at 
the Kenilworth Respite Cen-
tre Trust where women and 
children escaping domestic 
violence are given not only 
refuge, but the opportunity 
to begin afresh.

KRC was established after 
years of experience gained 
by professionals, volunteers 

and spiritual leaders work-
ing with survivors of do-
mestic violence. Guided by 
an Islamic ethos of compas-
sion, dignity and service, the 
organisation was created in 
response to a growing need 
for a place where women 
could find safety, recover 
from trauma and rebuild 
their lives.

The head and primary so-
cial worker at KRC, Sabera 
Timol, told Al-Qalam that 
they wanted to create a place 
that offers comprehensive 
care. “Domestic violence 
knows no boundaries. It is a 
social illness that affects the 
affluent, professionals and 
low-income families alike,” 
she said

Timol explained that a 
needs assessment in Kwa-
Zulu-Natal found that wom-
en leaving abusive relation-
ships often required more 
than emergency accommo-
dation. They needed tempo-
rary care, counselling and 
practical support to develop 
the confidence and skills 
necessary to regain their in-
dependence and, where pos-
sible, reintegrate into their 

families and communities.

The centre also recognises 
that domestic violence ex-
tends far beyond physical 
assault.

Women often experience 
emotional manipulation, 
verbal humiliation, finan-
cial control and psycho-
logical abuse. Increasingly, 
substance abuse and the in-
fluence of social media have 
become contributing factors 
in family conflict.

Timol emphasised that 
children are often the over-
looked victims: “The trauma 
experienced by children fre-
quently goes unnoticed, yet 
they are often the primary 
and secondary victims of 
domestic violence.”

Despite the abuse, leaving 
is seldom straightforward. 
Many women remain be-
cause of financial depen-
dence, low self-esteem, 
concern for their children, 
limited family support or 
fear of stigma within their 
communities. Abusive re-
lationships often follow a 
cycle of escalating tension, 

violence and remorse, mak-
ing it difficult for victims to 
leave permanently.

Where appropriate and only 
when it is safe to do so, the 
centre facilitates family rec-
onciliation through coun-
selling. In other cases, the 
focus is on helping women 
regain their independence.

Timol noted that the centre 
has witnessed many lives 
transformed. One woman, 
who sought refuge with 
her young daughter after 
years of domestic violence 
and instability, rebuilt her 
beauty business during her 
stay at the centre. Through 
counselling and budgeting 
support, she regained fi-
nancial independence while 
restoring fractured family 
relationships.

 In another case, a young 
mother who had repeat-
edly left and returned to 
her marital home because 
of ongoing conflict with 
her in-laws found stability 
through counselling, le-
gal support and mediation. 
After her husband secured 
employment and separate 

accommodation, the family 
reunited in healthier circum-
stances, while she enrolled 
to study nursing.

 Beyond assisting survivors 
of domestic violence, the or-
ganisation has expanded its 
work to include long-term 
accommodation for elderly 
women experiencing ne-
glect or abuse within their 
own families. A residence in 
Cowies Hill provides older 
women with a safe environ-
ment where they live inde-
pendently while supporting 
one another.

 Timol believes faith should 
be part of the solution, not a 
reason for women to remain 
trapped. She encourages 
women to seek knowledge 
and remember that injustice 
has no place in Islam. “Is-

lam honours women with 
dignity. We need to educate 
ourselves, learn from the 
examples of the women of 
Jannah and stand together 
against injustice,” she said.
For those witnessing do-
mestic violence, Timol’s 
message is equally clear: “If 
you know someone experi-
encing domestic violence, 
reach out. Give them the 
number of an organisation 
that can help. Reassure them 
that they are not alone.”

For women experiencing 
abuse, or for anyone seek-
ing assistance on behalf of 
a family member or friend, 
or who would like to provide 
support, the Kenilworth Re-
spite Centre Trust can be 
contacted on 031 207 6483, 
or by email at socialwork-
er@kenilworthrc.org.za.
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       By Aslam Fataar

I had the privilege of 
addressing the Mus-
lim Youth Movement’s 
(MYM) ‘Ambassadors 

for Change’ Youth Con-
ference in Durban on 11 
July 2026. The conference 
marked the culmination of 
the MYM’s five-year Am-
bassadors for Change youth 
development programme 
while laying the founda-
tion for its ongoing work to 
nurture ethically grounded 
young Muslim leaders. Its 
theme, “It is in the hands of 
the youth to give the world 
a more humane face,” re-
flected both the urgency and 
hope that characterised the 
gathering. As I walked into 

the conference hall, I carried 
a quiet sense of nervousness. 
Many years have passed 
since I served as Deputy 
President of the MYM, and 
I wondered whether there 
was now too great a gen-
erational distance between 
myself and the young peo-
ple before me. They inhabit 
digital, social and political 
worlds profoundly different 
from those in which my gen-
eration came of age.

Those concerns quickly 
disappeared. The day re-
minded me that one of the 
greatest responsibilities of 
older generations is not first 
to speak but to listen. The 
Qur’an praises those “who 
listen to the word and fol-
low the best of it” (Qur’an 
39:18). Listening is itself an 
ethical act and, I believe, the 
starting point for meaningful 
intergenerational engage-
ment.

The First 
Responsibility: Listen

I attended not only as a 
speaker but also as an aca-
demic leader of Stellenbosch 
University’s Dialogue, De-
mocracy and Development 

project, which seeks to cul-
tivate dialogue across social, 
cultural and political differ-
ences. Throughout the day, 
I listened carefully to every 
presentation, filling pages 
with notes as these young 
Muslims spoke honestly 
about artificial intelligence, 
social media, mental health, 
leadership, conflict and their 
search for meaningful lives 
rooted in faith.

I learnt tremendously from 
this process of listening. I 
left convinced that careful 
listening must become a 
cornerstone of our ethical 
engagement with Muslim 
youth. Too often, adults 
speak about young people 
before genuinely listening 
to how they understand the 
worlds in which they are 
mired and how they seek to 
exercise their God-given hu-
man agency.

The conference itself re-
flected years of patient ed-
ucational work. Organised 
for and by the MYM’s youth 
organisers, it represented the 
fruit of sustained investment 
in ethical leadership. I par-
ticularly wish to acknowl-
edge Asif Essop, whose 

longstanding commitment 
to the MYM and to youth 
development made him a 
central part of this remark-
able initiative.

The Fires of Our Age

My own presentation drew 
on the central framework of 
my recently edited volume, 
‘Prophet Muhammad at 
1500: His Prophetic Legacy, 

Ethical Vision and Contem-
porary Resonance’ (Fataar, 
2026). The book argues that 
the Prophetic legacy offers 
an enduring ethical gram-
mar for responding to the 
moral, social and political 
challenges of our age. I in-
vited the audience to reflect 
on what I called ‘Niran al-
‘Alam’ – the fires consum-
ing our world. These fires 
are visible in Gaza, Sudan, 

Yemen and Ukraine. They 
are also present in racism, 
xenophobia, structural pov-
erty, ecological destruction, 
loneliness, misinformation 
and the distortions produced 
by social media and artificial 
intelligence. Although these 
crises appear different, they 
are connected by a deeper 
moral condition.
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The Qur’an asks us to look 
beneath visible events to-
wards the human heart. Al-
lah speaks of “the kindled 
Fire of Allah, which rises 
over the hearts” (Qur’an 
104:6-7). Before societies 
fracture, hearts fracture. 
Before injustice becomes 
institutional, it begins as 
arrogance, greed, hatred, 
prejudice and indifference. 
The deepest crises of our 
age are therefore political, 
social, moral and spiritual 
all at once.

This insight changes how 
we understand responsi-
bility. We cannot respond 
to injustice only through 
slogans, ideology or anger. 
Political commitment must 
be accompanied by the eth-
ical formation of the human 
person. The Qur’an reminds 
us that we live in ‘Dar al-Ib-
tila’, a world of testing: “In-
deed, We created the human 
being from a mingled drop, 
testing him” (Qur’an 76:2). 
This testing is not intended 
to crush us but to cultivate 
compassion, courage, hon-
esty and hope.

This is precisely what it 
means to become an ambas-
sador for change. An ambas-
sador represents something 
greater than themselves. 
Young Muslims represent 

Islam through the quality of 
their conduct in classrooms, 
workplaces, neighbour-
hoods, families and digital 
platforms. Their honesty, 
kindness, humility and in-
tellectual integrity become 
forms of da’wah long be-
fore any formal preaching 
begins.

The Prophet Muhammad 
lived through persecution, 
migration, poverty, exclu-
sion and war. Yet hardship 
never extinguished his mer-
cy. He answered violence 
with moral courage, injus-
tice with principled action 
and hostility with compas-
sion. Allah describes him 
simply as “a mercy to all the 
worlds” (Qur’an 21:107). 
His Prophetic legacy teach-
es us to combine justice with 
mercy, courage with humil-
ity, leadership with service 
and hope with action. Ethi-
cal civilisation begins with 
ethically formed people.

Becoming Ambassadors 
for Change

Throughout the conference, 
I was repeatedly struck by 
the seriousness with which 
these young people wres-
tled with their world. They 
spoke openly about digital 
overload, fractured identi-
ties, mental health and po-
litical uncertainty. Yet they 
also spoke with hope, curi-

osity and a genuine desire 
to build rather than merely 
to criticise. Their questions 
were not signs of weak faith 
but of a generation seeking 
to live Islam ethically amid 
unprecedented complexity.

Sometimes older genera-
tions underestimate young 
people. We criticise social 
media while forgetting that 
they did not create the dig-
ital environment into which 
they were born. Rather than 
dismissing their world, we 
need educational spaces 
where young Muslims can 
think deeply, ask difficult 
questions and cultivate eth-
ical judgement grounded in 
the Qur’an and Sunnah. This 
requires adults who accom-
pany before they prescribe, 
listen before they lecture and 
mentor before they judge.

Allah commands us to “co-
operate with one another in 
righteousness and God-con-
sciousness” (Qur’an 5:2). 
Such cooperation begins 
with genuine intergenera-
tional dialogue. It requires 
older people to respect the 
experiences of the young 
while young people remain 
open to the wisdom and sac-
rifices of those who came 
before them.

One of the conference’s 
recurring messages was 
that leadership is no longer 

simply about holding posi-
tions of authority. It is about 
creating positive influence 
wherever one stands. Our 
communities need young 
Muslims who carry mercy 
into conflict, justice into in-
equality, hope into despair 
and beauty into broken re-
lationships. We need ethical 
users of technology who 
protect human dignity, re-
sist racism and xenophobia, 
build bridges across differ-
ences, and serve others with 
humility.

The Qur’an captures this 
calling in a single dec-
laration: “Indeed, Allah 
commands justice and ex-
cellence” (Qur’an 16:90). 
Justice and ‘ihsan’ remain 
the twin pillars of Muslim 
public life. Justice calls us 
to resist oppression, while 
ihsan shapes the beauty, 
compassion and integrity 
with which we pursue that 
struggle.

As I travelled home from 
Durban, I reflected less on 
what I had said than on what 
I had heard. These young 
Muslims reminded me that 
every generation must dis-
cover anew how to live 
faithfully within its own his-
torical moment. Our respon-
sibility is not simply to hand 
them ready-made answers 
but to help cultivate the eth-
ical imagination, spiritual 

depth and intellectual con-
fidence needed to respond 
wisely to the questions their 
age presents.

The future of our commu-
nity will not be secured by 
louder arguments or greater 
outrage. It will be shaped 
by young Muslims whose 
hearts are formed by the 
Qur’an, whose character 
reflects the Sunnah, whose 
minds seek wisdom and 
whose hands remain ready 
to serve.

The Qur’an therefore leaves 
us with a fitting challenge: 
“So race one another to-
wards goodness” (Qur’an 
2:148; 5:48). After spend-
ing a day listening to these 

young ambassadors, I re-
turned home convinced that 
this race towards goodness 
has already begun.

Aslam Fataar is Research 
Professor of Higher Edu-
cation and Transformation 
in the Department of Ed-
ucation Policy Studies at 
Stellenbosch University. He 
served as the Deputy Pres-
ident of the Muslim Youth 
Movement of South Africa, 
1991-1993. He is the edi-
tor of the recently published 
book, Prophet Muhammad 
at 1500: His Prophetic 
Legacy, Ethical Vision and 
Contemporary Resonance. 
Cape Town: Prophetic Leg-
acy Commission and Awqaf 
SA, 2026
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Youm-e-Istehsal (5 August): A Day of Resistance 
Against Injustice in Kashmir
By Salman I Khan

Ev e r y  y e a r, 
5 August is 
observed as 
Youm-e-Isteh-
sal (Day of Ex-

ploitation) to commemo-
rate the unilateral actions 
taken by the Government 
of India on 5 August 
2019, when it revoked 
the special constitution-
al status of Jammu and 
Kashmir. This move was 
widely criticized for be-
ing implemented without 
the consent of the Kash-
miri people and under an 
unprecedented military 
lockdown, communica-
tion blackout, and severe 
restrictions on civil liber-
ties.

From a South African 
perspective, the Kashmir 
issue resonates deeply 
with the historical strug-
gle against apartheid, 
political exclusion, and 
the denial of a people’s 
right to determine their 
own future. South Af-
ricans understand that 

lasting peace cannot be 
built through force, de-
mographic engineering, 
or the suppression of po-
litical voices. The princi-
ples of justice, equality, 
and self-determination 
that guided South Africa’s 
liberation struggle remain 
equally relevant to Kash-
mir today.

The  cons t i tu t iona l 
amendments of 5 August 
2019 altered the interna-
tionally recognised dis-
puted status of Jammu 
and Kashmir. 

Critics argue that these 
measures violated the 
spirit of United Nations 
Security Council reso-
lutions which recognize 
Kashmir as a disputed 
territory whose future 
should be determined 
through the will of its 
people. 

Furthermore, the subse-
quent changes to domi-
cile and land laws have 
raised concerns regarding 
demographic transforma-

tion and the erosion of 
the region’s political and 
cultural identity. Interna-
tional human rights orga-
nizations have repeatedly 
expressed concern over 
restrictions on freedom 
of expression, arbitrary 
detentions, media cen-
sorship, and limitations 
on political activity in the 
region. Such measures 
undermine fundamen-
tal rights protected un-
der international human 
rights law and democratic 
norms.

On Youm-e-Istehsal, 
people around the world 
reaffirm their solidarity 
with the people of Kash-
mir and call for a peace-
ful, just, and durable 
resolution of the dispute 
in accordance with inter-
national law and the as-
pirations of the Kashmiri 
people. The observance 
serves as a reminder that 
peace is inseparable from 
justice, and that the voic-
es of oppressed commu-
nities must never be si-
lenced.
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John Esposito - an Empathetic Truth Teller

By Ebrahim Rassol 
(Former Ambassa-

dor to the USA)

On July 15, 2026, 
my flow of 
birthday wishes 
was interrupted 
with news more 

consequential, but mourn-
fully sad: John Louis Es-
posito, at the age of 86, was 
no more. Sombreness over-
whelmed me, and I counted 
back the almost four de-
cades since I first encoun-
tered him, as one of those 
who were curiously excit-
ed about the South African 
transition, the presidency of 
Nelson Mandela, Desmond 
Tutu’s witness, and the pros-
pects for a new future free 
from all discriminations 
following the travesty of 
apartheid.

In the last decade I had the 
wonderful privilege and 
honour (for two years) to 
encounter him up close at 
Georgetown University in 
the USA. He had accepted 
to host me as Distinguished 
Scholar in Residence in the 
Al Waleed bin Talal Center 
for Muslim Christian Under-
standing (ACMCU), follow-
ing my stint as South Afri-
can Ambassador to the USA 
under President Obama. 
Up to that moment, we had 
encountered each other reg-
ularly across the world, in 
conferences and seminars, 
at think tanks during the 
halcyon years of the Arab 
Spring, and anywhere else 
where Islam and its shadow, 
islamophobia, were on the 
agenda. 

Most memorably, in 2012, 
John Esposito and I were 
two of probably only 15 par-

ticipants in Doha with key 
leaders of the Arab Spring 
who were gathered to con-
sider Constitution-Making 
and Statecraft in what we 
hoped would be a qualita-
tive leap out of authoritari-
anism. He was the only one 
who was not Muslim among 
eminent scholars like Yu-
suf al Qardawi, Hassan al 
Turabi, Jasser Auda, Tariq 
Ramadan, Hashim Kamali, 
and others. 

While the Muslims were 
cautiously optimistic, Es-
posito doubted that the Em-
pire and their minions could 
accept a Muslim world with 
an alternative liberatory 
statecraft, and without the 
confirmation bias of Mus-
lims being – without cause 
- naturally extreme and 
therefore, in need of strong 
authoritarian law and order 
regimes. These were the 
critical informants to a per-
vasive islamophobia. 

It was this dual insight – 
the yearning of Muslims to 
live with dignity, as well as 
the fundamental, if not de-
liberate, Western distortion 
of Islam, Islamism, and the 
Muslim – that made John 
Esposito different. He was 
a different Christian, a dif-
ferent American, a different 
academic, a different human 
being! 

These identities did not 
make an aberration of John 
Esposito. He would insist 
that because he was Chris-
tian, American, an aca-
demic, and a human being, 
he needed to testify to the 
truth inherent in each of 
those identities: his own 
faith made him recognise 
the profound faithfulness 
of Muslims; his own Amer-
icanness made him desire 
freedom, democracy and 
rights for Muslims under 
authoritarianism or extrem-
ism; his academic training 
made him uncompromising 
on rigour and evidence; and 
his humaneness created in 
him a deep well of human 
empathy and compassion. 
By this definition, right-
wing evangelicals were the 

aberration; American sup-
port for tyranny and war-
mongering was the aberra-
tion; moral clarity produced 
by academic scholarship 
without the requisite moral 
courage to act was the ab-
erration; and human silence 
and complicity in atrocity 
were the aberrations in the 
human condition.

In his scholarship of Is-
lam and Muslims, in his 
development and mentor-
ing of Muslim scholars, in 
his friendship with Muslim 
leaders, in his writing of 
over 50 books about Islam 
and Muslims, in his activism 
against islamophobia, in his 
advocacy for a shift in pol-
icy and law about Muslims, 
and in his institution-build-
ing like the Bridge Initia-
tive, John Esposito was nei-
ther oracle nor orientalist. 
He was neither our source 
of guidance and wisdom, 
nor were we the exotic oth-
er to study. He did not speak 
for us, or about us without 
us. But his scholarship gave 
him the insight and under-
standing of Islam and Mus-
lims, the sincere representa-
tion of which, gave him the 
credibility of an insider-out-
sider both for Muslims and 
most non-Muslims. Because 
he studied with rigour, he 
understood with empathy, 
and he could interpret with 
integrity, free of the emo-
tion that comes too easily to 
victims of history. So, he did 
not infantilise Muslims. 

But neither did he idealise 
us. He was a witness to the 
battle for the narrative and 
interpretation of the Quran 
and Sunnah; for their appro-
priation either for the mid-
dle ground or the extremes; 
and for their application 
under conditions of minori-
ty or majority – believing 
firmly that application may 
change but the Maqasid, the 
intents, remain unshakeable! 
Because he applied academ-
ic rigour and stood on evi-
dence, he could dispassion-
ately critique Muslims about 
the management of our own 
unresolved demons and am-
biguities ranging from the 

‘other’ to gender to politics 
to sectarianism. But always 
as the sensitive and compas-
sionate outsider-insider. 

But he was also a thor-
ough insider to all things 
Christian and American. 
He shared their rituals and 
celebrations, but he also 
knew their suppositions 
and presumptions about Is-
lam and Muslims. The most 
pernicious of these excused 
occupation and genocide; 
gave license and arms to au-
thoritarians; allowed islam-
ophobia to fashion travel 
bans and unspeakable big-
otry, especially after 9.11; 
and wage a forever war on 
the Muslim heartlands. All 
because the theory espoused 
was one of the modernisa-
tion of the Muslim ‘other’– 
which Esposito vigorously 
critiqued – because its cor-
ollary, secularisation, the 
stripping of religious sen-
sibility from the Muslim, 
was not only misplaced, but 
would invite resentment and 

blowback, and thus breed 
the next generation of ex-
tremists. All of this made 
John Esposito dangerous to 
the empire and the super-
power. He was constantly 
attacked by detractors in the 
western conservative ranks 
for seemingly endorsing our 
fault lines and for acting as 
a trojan horse for bringing 
Muslim scholars to the USA 
where they flourished with-
out the burdens of violent 
occupation, authoritarian 
surveillance, and stultifying 
orthodoxy.  

Deservedly, tributes have 
poured in for John Esposito 
and messages of condolenc-
es for his beloved Jean and 
their dogs. All of these have 
fulsomely recognised his 
contribution to Islam, Mus-
lims, and humanity. These 
have focussed on his writ-
ing and his bridge-build-
ing. Muslim tributes have 
cautiously tried to manage 
the fine line between an 
instinctive desire to recog-

nise in him one worthy of 
the highest honour in this 
world and the next while 
managing the strictures of 
soteriology – the theology 
of salvation – which inhib-
its us from showering even 
a fraction of our prayers on 
those imbued with absolute 
nobility and impact. Yet the 
tributes have touched the 
fine line: Many have in-
voked the Quranic formula 
that we originate with Allah 
and we return to Allah; An-
war Ibrahim describes him 
as a ‘true friend of the Mus-
lim World’; Arsalan Iftikhar 
muses that John Esposito 
‘… did more for educating 
the world about Islam than 
most of our two billion 
Muslims…”; and Jonathan 
Brown, who succeeded Es-
posito at the ACMCU, prays 
‘May God grant his soul 
mercy.’

Ebrahim Rasool is the 
Former Ambassador to the 
USA and Senior Fellow at 
Georgetown University)
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OPINION

Afrophobia is self-hatred turned outward

What we are 
witnessing in 
South Africa is 
not simply xe-

nophobia, a general fear of 
foreigners. It is Afrophobia: 
hostility directed specifical-
ly at black African migrants 
from north of the Limpopo 
River, while white foreign-
ers from Europe are often 
welcomed, celebrated, or 
viewed entirely differently. 

This selective hostility ex-
poses something far more 
painful than economic anx-
iety: it is the symptom of a 
deep wound in our collec-
tive psyche, a self-hatred, 
implanted by centuries of 
colonialism and apartheid, 
that we now turn outward 
onto those who most re-

semble us. This is why 
Afrophobia cannot be ex-
plained away as nativism or 
economic concern dressed 
up in civic language. It is 
anti-black racism directed 
at fellow Africans, the in-
ternalisation of colonial and 
apartheid hierarchies of race 
and worth, now replayed by 
the very people those hier-
archies were designed to 
crush. And to understand it, 
we must be willing to look 
into a mirror we have long 
refused to face.

What the mirror reveals, 
psychologists call self-pro-
jection: the unconscious 
process by which we take 
the parts of ourselves we 
have been taught to despise 
and cast them onto others, 
attacking in them what we 
cannot bear in ourselves.

The Zimbabwean labourer, 
the Mozambican mechanic, 
the Malawian mu`adh-dhin 
and the Somali shopkeep-
er: are attacked not be-
cause they are foreign, but 
because they are black and 
foreign. They embody, in 
the distorted mirror of the 
colonised mind, everything 
we were taught to hate about 
ourselves. The violence di-

rected at them is, at its root, 
violence against our own 
reflection.

Once we understand this, 
the puzzle of selective hos-
tility solves itself. This is 
why the European, Amer-
ican, and Asian migrant 
walks unmolested through 
our streets while the Afri-
can migrant’s shop burns. 
Whiteness was installed at 
the summit of the colonial 
hierarchy of worth, and that 
hierarchy still governs the 
subconscious, even of those 
it crushed.

If the diagnosis is self-ha-
tred, then for Muslims the 
cure begins with Divine 
revelation. The Qur’an, 
in Surah al-Rum (30:22), 
proclaims that “among the 
signs of Allah are the cre-
ation of the heavens and 
the earth and the diversity 
of our languages and our 
skin colours”. Our different 
tongues and our different 
shades of skin are not acci-
dents to be ranked, nor flaws 
to be despised; they are ayat, 
Divine signs. To celebrate 
this diversity is to affirm a 
sign of Allah in creation. 
To despise the darkness of 
another’s skin, or, through 

projection, the darkness of 
one’s own, is to turn in con-
tempt from a sign of Allah 
in the universe. The Prophet 
Muhammad, peace be upon 
him, sealed this teaching in 
his final sermon when he 
proclaimed: no Arab has su-
periority over a non-Arab, 
nor white over black, ex-
cept in God-consciousness 
(taqwa).

Healing, however, begins 

with honesty. We must 
find the courage to name 
Afrophobia for what it is: 
‘self-hatred turned outward.’ 
And then we must undertake 
the harder, slower work, 
decolonising our minds, 
reclaiming the dignity of 
our blackness as a sign of 
Allah, and rebuilding the 
Pan-African solidarity that 
carried us to freedom. The 
black stranger at our door is 
not our enemy. He or she is 

our brother and sister, and 
our mirror. Until we can 
look into that mirror with-
out flinching, the fires will 
keep burning. When at last 
we can, we will see reflect-
ed there what Steve Biko de-
clared in defiance and what 
Allah had proclaimed in rev-
elation long before: Black is 
Beautiful, for black skin is 
among the signs of Allah, 
and every sign of Allah is 
beautiful.

By Imam Dr. A. 
Rashied Omar
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FOOD

Hearty Chicken Stew

METHOD

•	 Marinate chicken with Gorima’s Stew Mix and set aside.
•	 Heat oil in a deep pot, add chicken and cook until lightly browned. Remove and set aside.
•	 In the same pot, add onions and crushed garlic. Sauté until translucent.
•	 Add frozen stew mix, diced potatoes, fresh thyme, and 1 cup warm water. Allow to cook for 

15 minutes.
•	 Add chicken and corn flour mixture to thicken. Add salt to taste.

INGREDIENTS 

500g Chicken fillet
1 Onion, finely chopped
1 tablespoon Crushed garlic
2 Medium potatoes, diced
2 tablespoons Corn flour
1/4 cup Warm water
250g Frozen stew mix
Salt to taste
4 Sprigs fresh thyme
3 tablespoons Gorima’s Stew Mix

Credit: Recipe and images courtesy 
of Gorima’s Facebook Page

What is the secret ingredient that 
gives the chicken stew its rich 

flavour?
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LOCAL NEWS

By Salim 
Mohamed Badat

Across va r i -
ous parts of 
the country, 
self appointed 
groups are en-

tering businesses, question-
ing employers, inspecting 
workplaces, identifying for-
eign workers, and demand-
ing to know who is legally 
employed. 

Regardless of the names 
these organisations give 
themselves, one question 
rises above all others: who 
has authorised them to en-
force the law?

There is no denying that 
illegal immigration is a le-
gitimate national concern. 
Every sovereign nation has 
the right, and indeed the 
duty, to protect its borders, 
regulate immigration, and 
ensure that those living and 
working within its territory 
comply with the law. South 
Africans are equally entitled 
to expect that these laws are 
enforced fairly and consis-
tently.

Yet the responsibility for 
doing so has always rested 
with the state. The ANC 
government since 1994 has 
failed to adequately secure 
the country’s borders and 
enforce immigration laws. 
This has fuelled public frus-
tration and a growing sense 
that the government has ne-
glected one of its most fun-
damental responsibilities.

That failure, is not an in-
vitation for private citizens 
to become law enforcement 
officers. Border security, 
immigration enforcement, 
and the lawful deportation 
of undocumented foreign 
nationals are constitutional 
functions of the state. When 
government fails to act deci-
sively, it creates a vacuum, 
and vacuums are often filled 
by self-appointed groups.

This is precisely where 
South Africa now finds it-
self. 

The grievances expressed 
by many of these groups are 
understandable. Citizens 
are concerned about unem-
ployment, pressure on pub-
lic services, crime, and the 
perception that immigration 
laws are not being enforced. 
These concerns deserve to 
be heard. But legitimate 
concerns cannot justify ille-
gitimate methods.

When private groups enter 
businesses without lawful 
authority, interrogate work-
ers, intimidate employers, 
and conduct what amount 
to their own immigration 
inspections, they move be-
yond civic activism into an 
area that threatens the rule 
of law.

The Constitution was never 
intended to permit citizens 
to appoint themselves as 
immigration officials or po-
lice officers. Our democracy 
depends upon due process, 
lawful authority, and equal 
protection under the law. 

Once those principles begin 
to erode, the consequences 
become increasingly diffi-
cult to contain.

Today it may be businesses 
employing foreign nation-
als, tomorrow it could be 
farms. The next day it could 
be factories, schools, shop-
ping centres, or any institu-
tion targeted by whichever 
group believes it has the 
authority to intervene.

History shows that vigilan-
tism rarely remains confined 
to its original purpose. Once 
groups become accustomed 
to exercising power with-
out legal accountability, 
that power often expands. 
An equally serious concern 
follows naturally. If busi-
nesses become accustomed 

to groups arriving unan-
nounced and demanding ac-
cess, what prevents future 
groups from demanding 
payment instead? 

What stops criminal syndi-
cates from presenting them-
selves as community organ-
isations? How long before 
intimidation evolves into 
organised extortion?

These are not hypothetical 
fears. They are risks that 
emerge whenever lawful au-
thority is gradually replaced 
by informal power.

The silence from the gov-
ernment has only intensified 
public concern. Many South 
Africans are asking: Where 
is President Cyril Rama-
phosa?  During periods of 
heightened public tension, 
citizens reasonably expect 
visible leadership, clear 
communication, and deci-
sive action.  When that lead-

ership appears absent, un-
certainty grows, confidence 
weakens, and speculation 
inevitably fills the void. 
Government now carries a 
dual responsibility. First, it 
must urgently restore public 
confidence by strengthening 
border security, improving 
immigration administration, 
enforcing existing laws, and 
lawfully deporting those 
who have no legal right to 
remain in the country. 

Secondly, it must make it 
unmistakably clear that no 
private group, regardless of 
its motives, may assume the 
powers of the state or take 
the law into its own hands.

South Africa’s Constitu-
tion protects the rights of 
businesses as well as in-
dividuals. Inspections and 
enforcement actions must 
be carried out by authorised 
officials acting within the 
law, not by self appointed 

groups demanding access to 
private premises.

The Freedom Charter en-
visioned a South Africa 
founded upon justice, equal-
ity, dignity, and the rule of 
law. Our constitutional 
democracy cannot allow 
parallel systems of enforce-
ment to emerge simply be-
cause public frustration has 
reached breaking point.

South Africa stands at a 
defining moment. If we ex-
cuse vigilantism because 
we agree with its immedi-
ate objective, we may one 
day discover that the same 
methods are being used for 
very different purposes. 

The issue before us is larg-
er than immigration. It is 
about whether we remain 
a constitutional democracy 
governed by law, or gradu-
ally become a society where 
organised groups exercise 

authority simply because 
they can.

Government must take re-
sponsibility for the condi-
tions that have contributed 
to this moment. 

It must address the legit-
imate concerns of its citi-
zens through effective gov-
ernance, economic growth, 
secure borders, and the 
consistent application of the 
law. 

But it must do so within the 
framework of the Constitu-
tion, because once the rule 
of law gives way to the rule 
of the crowd, everyone, cit-
izen and non-citizen alike, 
ultimately becomes less se-
cure.

The choice South Africa 
makes now will shape not 
only its immigration policy, 
but the future character of 
its democracy.

South Africa finds itself at a deeply 
troubling crossroad

@Al-Qalam @Al-Qalam20@Al-Qalam_newspaper FIND US ONLINE @ www.alqalam.co.za

Your Window to the 
Most Trusted News 
Source.
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Karim Khan and the ICC: Victimisation Implicates 
Israel, US and Western Allies

The dismissal of 
Karim Khan as the 
ICC prosecutor is 
perhaps the most 

significant event in the 
24-year-long institutional 
history of the ICC,” says 
Sergey Vasiliev, professor 
of international law at Open 
University in the Nether-
lands, “and the greatest set-
back to the Court’s efforts to 
pursue justice in situations 
implicating major powers 
and their allies not party to 
the Court, including the US, 
Israel, and Russia.” 

There cannot be any doubt 
that the credibility of inter-
national justice is measured 
not by how it treats the 
weak, but by what happens 

when it is manipulated by 
the rich and powerful.  A 
close scrutiny of the Israe-
li-led campaign surrounding 
ICC Prosecutor Karim Khan 
exposes a familiar pattern. 
Institutions celebrated as 
guardians of the rules based 
international order become 
targets of political pressure 
the moment they threaten the 
interests of states that enjoy 
Western protection.

Regrettably, absent from 
much of the media coverage 
is the chronology that trans-
formed Khan from a respect-
ed international prosecutor 
into a political liability. 

The same can be argued 
about the absence of the 
global South to ensure an 
impartial probe, even at this 
late hour to determine what 
apparently is driven by a 
highly-charged Zionist po-
litical agenda. 

For years, the Internation-
al Criminal Court was em-
braced when it pursued Af-
rican leaders, Balkan figures 
and, more recently, Russian 
officials. 

That consensus fractured 
after Khan sought arrest 
warrants against Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and former De-

fence Minister Yoav Gallant 
over alleged war crimes and 
crimes against humanity in 
Gaza.

From that moment, the court 
itself became the subject of 
sustained political attacks.

The allegations of work-
place misconduct against 
Khan deserve to be inves-
tigated independently and 
fairly. No public official 
should be immune from 
scrutiny. 

Equally, those allegations 
cannot be used to erase the 
wider political context. Both 
realities can exist simulta-
neously. An investigation 
into personal conduct does 
not negate the documented 
efforts by governments and 
lobbying networks to ob-
struct the ICC’s Palestine 
investigation. 

Reducing the entire issue 
to Khan’s personal conduct 
conveniently diverts atten-
tion from the institution he 
represents and the cases it is 
pursuing.

The beneficiaries of this 
narrative are clear. Govern-
ments determined to shield 
Israel from international ac-
countability have consistent-
ly challenged the legitimacy 

of the court whenever its in-
vestigations touched Israeli 
officials.  Political leaders, 
influential lobbying organ-
isations and sections of the 
Western media have increas-
ingly portrayed the ICC as 
overreaching, despite previ-
ously defending its authority 
in other conflicts. 

The objective is larger than 
one prosecutor. It is to weak-
en the credibility of any in-
stitution capable of holding 
powerful allies to the same 
legal standards imposed on 
others.

This pattern is neither new 
nor unique. International law 
has repeatedly encountered 
fierce resistance whenever 
it challenges geopolitical in-
terests. 

From Iraq to Afghanistan, 
from Libya to Palestine, the 
principle remains remark-
ably consistent. 

However, what we face is 
that accountability is wel-
comed only when directed 
at adversaries but resisted 
when it reaches allies. 

Double standards and hy-
pocrisy is a blatant trade-
mark for Western imperi-
alism.  The language of a 
rules based international 

order becomes conditional, 
dependent not on law but on 
political convenience.

Media coverage has large-
ly reinforced this selective 
framing. To any indepen-
dent observer able to read 
between the lines, it is pret-
ty clear that headlines have 
focused on Khan as an indi-
vidual while giving far less 
attention to the sustained po-
litical campaign against the 
ICC itself. 

The real issue has never 
been Karim Khan alone. It 
is whether international law 
can survive when its reach 
extends beyond the political-
ly expendable and touches 
those protected by geopolit-
ical power. 

Hence the question: Does 
the legitimacy of the ICC de-

pend on the identity of those 
it investigates? 

In pointing out the back-
drop,  Sergey Vasiliev says 
is “US sanctions against 
ICC senior officials and its 
campaign to dismantle the 
institution, as well as the 
Israeli government’s long-
term interference and its 
most recent efforts to exert 
influence on States Parties 
to oust Khan”. 

Vasiliev finds himself “truly 
worried about the future of 
the Court and whether States 
Parties will be willing and 
able genuinely to protect its 
independence and ensure its 
recovery after this ‘decapita-
tion’,“ as he calls it.

Iqbal Jassat, Executive 
Member, MEDIA REVIEW 
NETWORK

By Iqbal Jassat
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The Ambas-
sadors for 
Change Youth 
Conference, 

hosted by the MYM 
on Saturday, 11 July 
2026, at Coastlands 
Hotel in Durban, was 

a tremendous success, 
attracting 100 dele-
gates. 

Centered on the 
theme, “It is in the 
hands of the youth to 
give the world a more 

humane face,” the con-
ference featured an 
engaging programme 
of paper presentations, 
poetry, nasheeds and 
interactive discus-
sions, inspiring par-
ticipants to embrace 

their role as catalysts 
for positive change.

Key addresses includ-
ed MYM President 
Thandile Kona, Prof. 
Aslam Fataar on glob-
al injustice, Dr. Amina 

Ngubane on mental 
health, and sessions on 
leadership, social me-
dia, and digital human-
ity by Ambassadors 
Suhail Shubrati, Salma 
Mather, Sana Mulla, 
Asma Khan and Afsa 

Makangila. The con-
ference marked 5 years 
of the Ambassadors 
for Change course and 
highlighted the role of 
youth as change mak-
ers in building a more 
compassionate world.

MYMSA Ambassadors 
for Change Youth 

Conference
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By Al-Qalam Reporter

The South Afri-
can Palestine 
Movement say 
they were ha-
rassed by po-

lice this week when they 
peacefully protested out-
side the Durban Interna-
tional Convention where 
the SADC Summit was 
being held.

A small group of just 10 
peaceful activists gath-
ered to exercise their con-
stitutional right to peace-
ful assembly and to raise 
concerns about xenopho-
bia, Afrophobia, and the 
protection of human rights 
across the Southern Africa 
Development Community 
(SADC) region.

“Instead of facilitating 
this lawful and peaceful 
picket, protesters were 
confronted by an over-
whelming police pres-
ence. 

There were approximate-
ly four times as many po-
lice officers as protesters, 
creating an atmosphere of 

intimidation rather than 
one of protection.

“The role of the police is 
to safeguard the rights of 
peaceful demonstrators, 
not to intimidate or dis-
courage lawful civic par-
ticipation. 

Such disproportionate 
policing risks undermin-
ing the constitutional 
rights to freedom of ex-
pression, peaceful assem-
bly, and protest.

“We call on the relevant 
authorities to ensure that 
all law enforcement offi-
cers uphold the Constitu-
tion and respect the rights 
of those who engage in 
peaceful, non-violent 
protest. Democracy is 
strengthened when peace-
ful voices are protected, 
not silenced.

“Peaceful protest is not a 
threat—it is a cornerstone 
of a democratic society. 
From the Durban ICC we 
moved to the ANC offic-
es  - and again the police 
asked us to move,” the 
statement added.

Activists ‘harassed’ outside SADC Summit
LOCAL NEWS
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How the Qur’an keeps Hafidhah Ruqaya 
Ismail grounded in competition
By Neelam Rahim

When South 
African na-
tional fenc-
er Hafidhah 
Ruqaya Is-

mail steps onto the fencing 
strip at the Commonwealth 
Fencing Championships in 
Nigeria later this month, she 
will be carrying more than 
her country’s colours. She 
will also embody the idea 
that faith and elite sport are 
not competing paths, but 
complementary ones.

The tournament marks a 
historic first for the sport, 
with the senior Common-
wealth Fencing Champion-
ships being held on African 
soil for the first time. For the 
Johannesburg-based Blues 
Fencing Club athlete, it will 
also be her international de-
but.

Ismail says the discipline 
that underpins her sporting 
career was shaped long be-
fore she entered a fencing 
hall. As a Hafidhah, she 
believes memorising the 
Qur’an instilled the resil-

ience and consistency that 
now define her approach to 
competition.

“My faith and sport, fenc-
ing, keep each other bal-
anced,” she told Al-Qalam.

“As a Hafidha, Alhamdulil-
lah, the Quran taught me dis-
cipline, patience, and mostly 
consistency, lots and lots of 
consistency, and showing up 
even when things don’t re-
ally feel the best. That’s ex-
actly what fencing demands 
as well.”

Those lessons become most 
evident when nerves begin 
to set in before a bout.

“And when I feel anxious 
or scared, that consistency 
that I’ve learned is already 
ingrained. So even though 
I’m scared or I’m feeling 
nervous, I push through it.”

She says prayer has become 
an equally important part of 
preparing to compete.

“I sometimes have issues 
with anxiety, but I’ve done 
like the work and, you know, 

like just to pray and try to in-
grate my religion into know-
ing that Allah has my back, 
and I think that really keeps 
me grounded as well.”

For Ismail, fencing has 
taught her to care for the 
body Allah entrusted to her, 
while the Qur’an continual-
ly reminds her to protect her 
intentions.

“Sport taught me how to 
use my body as an amanah. 
And the Qur’an taught me 
how to guard my heart and 
my intentions while I do 
whatever I’m doing.”

Her journey into fenc-
ing began through a Blues 
Fencing Club outreach pro-
gramme at her school. Cap-
tivated by the sport’s tacti-
cal nature and welcoming 
environment, she continued 
training and now also serves 
as a full coach’s assistant, 
helping younger fencers de-
velop their skills.

She says fencing has 
equipped her with lessons 
that reach far beyond com-
petition. “It did teach me 

about protecting myself, 
not physically, but mentally, 
knowing my distance, set-
ting my boundaries, when to 
attack, when to hold back.”

Competing in hijab has 
presented few barriers, 
something she credits to the 
supportive culture within 
the sport. The occasional 
challenges she has faced, 
she says, have usually aris-
en from unfamiliarity rather 
than prejudice.

Away from the fencing 
strip, Ismail maintains a 
routine of daily Qur’an revi-
sion (dur) and regular dhikr. 
Both have become essential 
to managing the mental de-
mands of competition.

“My coach recommended 
this to me because I used 
to freak out a lot. So I just 
recite Zikr to keep myself 
grounded.”

“It’s like an anchor for not 
only my emotional self, but 
also me performing.”

Although she hopes to per-
form well in Nigeria, Ismail 

says her focus is on gain-
ing experience, represent-
ing South Africa with good 
character and embracing the 
opportunity to compete at 
the highest level.

“I’m really proud and grate-
ful that I got this opportuni-
ty, because this is my first 
international competition.”

She also hopes her journey 
will encourage other young 
Muslim girls to pursue their 
ambitions without feeling 
they must compromise their 
faith.

“You don’t have to choose. 
You really, really don’t. You 

can do both.”

Looking beyond the Com-
monwealth Championships, 
Ismail hopes to compete at 
more major international 
events while continuing to 
strengthen her relationship 
with the Qur’an and men-
tor young athletes through 
Blues Fencing Club.

Her advice to the next gen-
eration reflects the balance 
she has found between faith 
and ambition. “We don’t 
have to shrink ourselves to 
fit in. We can wear a hijab 
and hold on to our deen and 
still chase our big dreams,” 
she said.


