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One Nation Media to challenge anti-
Muslim narratives

Headed by prominent British
Jjournalist, Dilly Hussain, the
new digital platform aims to
report on global affairs af-
fecting the Ummah, writes
Neelam Rahim

ell-known

Uk-based

journalist,

Dilly Hus-

sain has
relocated to South Africa to
set up One Nation Media,
a global digital platform
whose mission is to fight
Islamophobia and anti-Mus-
lim narratives.

Before joining One Nation
Media, he co-founded 5Pil-
lars in 2013, which grew
into one of the largest in-
dependent Muslim news
platforms in the West, and
hosted the widely followed
Blood Brothers Podcast,
known for in-depth conver-
sations on politics, identity
and faith.

His appointment comes
after more than a decade in
Muslim digital journalism,
during which he built a pro-
file covering major political

and humanitarian develop-
ments across the Muslim
world, alongside long-form
media and commentary.

Hussain has reported from
several regions affected by
conflict and political transi-
tion, including Afghanistan
following the withdrawal of
American and NATO forces,
the floods in Bangladesh in
2021, and post-Assad devel-
opments in Syria. He also
covered global reactions to
the reconversion of Hagia
Sophia into a mosque in
2020.

Speaking to Al-Qalam,
Hussain said his identity is
shaped beyond journalism.

“Beyond journalism, I'm
a husband, father of two
young daughters, and some-
one whose life has been
shaped by faith, family and
a strong sense of purpose,”
he said. He was raised in
Bedford, a town north-east
of London, in a British-Ban-
gladeshi working-class fam-
ily. Growing up in post-9/11
Britain, he said, shaped how
he understood representation

of Muslims in mainstream
media. “Journalism became
more than a profession for
me; it became a responsibil-
ity,” Hussain said.

Before joining One Nation
Media, he co-founded 5Pil-
lars, which grew into one of
the UK’s most recognised
independent Muslim news
platforms. He also hosted
the widely followed Blood
Brothers Podcast, known for
in-depth conversations on
politics, identity and faith.
His move to South Africa
marks a new chapter after
years of UK-based media
work.

“After more than a decade
helping build 5Pillars in the
UK, I felt there was space for
anew kind of Islamic digital
media platform rooted in ci-
vilisational journalism and
confident in articulating an
Islamic worldview without
apology,” he said.

“There is a strong intellec-
tual and activist tradition
here, particularly around
Palestine, social justice and
anti-colonial struggles,”

Hussain said. He also not-
ed the importance of South
Africa’s press environment
in supporting independent
media work.

The relocation has also
been a personal transition,
involving his young family
adapting to a new country.

“Relocating a young family

to another country is never
easy, especially leaving be-
hind loved ones and famil-
iar surroundings,” he said.
“But South Africans have
been incredibly warm and
welcoming, and my family
and I have genuinely felt
embraced.”

For Hussain, much of his
worldview has been shaped
by witnessing how Muslim
stories are framed globally
and the need for independent
platforms.

“If Muslims did not build
their own platforms and
tell their own stories, others
would continue defining us,”
he said. Now stepping into
his role as Executive Editor
at One Nation Media, Hus-

sain says the aim is to build
a platform that goes beyond
conventional reporting.

“My vision for One Nation

Media is to help build a se-
rious Islamic digital media
platform rooted in journal-
istic integrity, intellectual
confidence and civilisa-
tional clarity,” he said. The
platform aims to produce
journalism, documentaries,
debates, podcasts and anal-
ysis that not only report
events, but explain their
meaning and context.

“The platform is grounded
in an Islamic civilisational
lens rooted in faith, morality
and justice, rather than pure-
ly secular frameworks,” he
said. For Hussain, the need

for such platforms reflects a
broader gap in global media
representation.

“Muslims are hungry for
authenticity. People can
sense when content is san-
itised, performative or dis-
connected from their lived
realities,” he said. As he
settles into his new role in
South Africa, his focus is on
building a sustainable media
institution that connects Af-
rican Muslim narratives with
wider global conversations.

His arrival signals the be-
ginning of a new chapter in
independent Muslim media
collaboration between the
UK and South Africa, rooted
in storytelling, identity, and
purpose.
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Eid al-Adha heyond racism & xenophobia

By Imam Dr. A.
Rashied Omar

s Muslims across

the globe cele-

brate Eid al-Adha

and millions gath-
er in Makkah for the annual
pilgrimage of Hajj, we are
reminded that the meaning
of these sacred rites extends
far beyond ritual perfor-
mance. At the heart of Hajj
lies a profound moral, spir-
itual, and social message:
the affirmation of the equal
dignity of all human beings
before Allah.

The Hajj remains one of
the world’s most powerful
symbols of human unity and
solidarity. Every year, Mus-
lims of every nationality,
language, class, and culture

stand side by side dressed
in the simple garments of
ihram. In this sacred state,
outward symbols of wealth,
status, ethnicity, and priv-
ilege are stripped away.
Kings and workers, scholars
and labourers, Africans and
Asians, Arabs and non-Ar-
abs all proclaim together
the same eternal response to
God’s call:

Labbayka Allahumma Lab-
bayk: “Here I am, O God, at
Your service.”

The social message of Hajj
is therefore unmistakable:
human beings are equal in
their humanity and equal
in their moral worth. Supe-
riority is not based on race,
tribe, nationality, language,
or wealth, but on taqwa,
ethical consciousness and
righteous conduct. During
his Farewell Sermon, the
Prophet Muhammad (peace
be upon him) declared:

“There is no superiority
of an Arab over a non-Ar-
ab, nor of a non-Arab over
an Arab; neither of a white
person over a black person,
nor of a black person over a
white person, except through
good conduct and God-con-
sciousness.”

This prophetic declaration
remains one of the most
powerful anti-racist procla-
mations in human history.
More than 14 centuries ago,
Islam articulated a vision of
radical human equality that
still challenges the preju-
dices and hierarchies of our
modern world.

For us in South Africa, this

message carries profound
contemporary relevance.
Our country continues to
live under the long shadow
of apartheid racism.

Although apartheid formal-

ly ended more than three de-
cades ago, its psychological,
social, and economic lega-
cies remain deeply embed-
ded in our institutions and
patterns of life. Structural
inequality, racism, spatial
segregation, and economic
exclusion continue to shape
the daily reality of millions
of South Africans.

Alongside these enduring
racial wounds, another dis-
turbing phenomenon has
emerged in post-apartheid
South Africa: the rise of
narrow nationalism, xeno-
phobia, and anti-migrant
hostility. In recent years, we
have witnessed repeated out-

breaks of violence against
African migrants and refu-
gees. Fellow Africans, many
fleeing war, poverty, or po-
litical instability, have been
scapegoated for unemploy-
ment, crime, housing short-
ages, and economic frustra-
tions. Increasingly, migrants
are spoken about not as fel-
low human beings deserving
dignity and compassion, but
as threats to be removed or
contained. This moral crisis
should deeply trouble all
people of conscience.

Afrophobia

Many scholars argue that
what we are witnessing in
South Africa is not simply
xenophobia, a general fear
of foreigners, but something
more specific and more
troubling: Afrophobia. Pro-
fessor Ronnie Tshaka of the
University of South Africa
draws this distinction sharp-
ly, arguing that hostility is
directed primarily at black
African migrants from north
of the Limpopo River, while
many white foreigners are
often welcomed or viewed
differently.

At a time when fear-driven
politics is growing globally,
Muslims have a special re-

sponsibility to bear witness
to a different moral vision
rooted in compassion, hos-
pitality, justice, and human
solidarity.

The celebration of Eid
al-Adha should therefore
not only focus on ritual sac-
rifice and festive gatherings.
It should also inspire moral
introspection. What are we
sacrificing in order to build
a more compassionate so-
ciety? Are we willing to
sacrifice prejudice, racial
arrogance, tribalism, xeno-
phobia, and indifference?

The Hajj teaches us that
faith without human soli-
darity is spiritually hollow. It
reminds us that our relation-
ship with God is inseparable
from how we treat fellow
human beings, especially the
vulnerable, the displaced,
and the marginalised.

Reclaiming the social mes-
sage of Hajj in South Afri-
ca therefore requires more
than symbolic gestures. It
demands ethical courage
and practical commitment.
It requires building commu-
nities that transcend racial
and ethnic divides, educat-
ing our youth about African
solidarity, resisting the poli-

tics of scapegoating and fear,
and renewing the values of
justice, compassion, digni-
ty, and non-racialism that
inspired so many during the
anti-apartheid struggle.

At its deepest level, Eid
al-Adha commemorates the
willingness of Prophet Ibra-
him, Hajar, and Isma‘il to
surrender themselves fully
to God’s moral command.
Today, perhaps one of the
greatest sacrifices demand-
ed of us is the sacrifice of
our prejudices, fears, and
narrow identities in order to
embrace a broader human
solidarity rooted in divine
consciousness.

As close to two million
hujjaj gather on the plains of
‘Arafat dressed in the same
humble garments, humanity
is offered a glimpse of what
a more just and compassion-
ate world might look like.

May the message of Hajj
inspire us in South Africa to
transcend racism, tribalism,
xenophobia, and division,
and to build a society rooted
in justice, dignity, compas-
sion, and the sacred equality
of all human beings. -

Eid Mubarak
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SA activists ‘steadfast’ after
Samud Land GConvoy bhlocked

Mandla Mandela flies to Lib-
ya to motivate participants
of the Samud Land Convoy
heading to Gaza to deliver
humanitarian aid.

Ismail Suder reports.

wo South Africans

travelling with the

Samud Land Con-

voy currently in
Western Libya have spoken
out about being blocked by
East Libyan authorities from
continuing their humani-
tarian aid caravan to Gaza
— but they say they are not
deterred.

The convoy departed from
the Islamic Republic of Mau-
ritania, passing through the
People’s Democratic Repub-
lic of Algeria and the Repub-
lic of Tunisia, then through
western Libyan territories,
with participation of more
than 20 trucks, ambulances,
and mobile accommodation
units, and more than 230
participants from 44 coun-
tries, including doctors, en-
gineers, educators, lawyers,
media professionals, and hu-
manitarian volunteers”.

But when the convoy neared
the border of the breakaway

region of Sirte in Eastern
Libya, the military informed
them they would not be al-
lowed to enter its territory.

When Pro-Palestinian
heavyweight Mandla Man-
dela learnt that the “Samud
Land Convoy” has been
blocked, he boarded a flight
to Libya to meet the activists
who were encamped at the
coastal city of Zliten.

Al-Qalam interviewed two
of the three South Africans
in the convoy, Muhammad
Bulbulia and Jessica Mary
Breakey who both said that
despite the hot desert wind-
storms, dwindling food and
rationed water, their discom-
fort was nothing compared
to what the people of Gaza
were enduring. The third
South African participant in
the convoy is firebrand hu-
man rights activist Fatima
Hendricks whose brother
Qulb Hendricks — a partic-
ipant in the latest Global
Samud Flotilla — is currently
being held by Israel. The oth-
ers detained are Faizel Moo-
sa, Hajat Kagiso Al Tha’irah,
Ahjum Mathee, Mogamed
Faeek Ariefdien, Ebrahim
Peters and Yusuf Rahman.

The Samud Land Con-
voy (SLC) is aligned with
the Global Samud Flotilla
(GSF).

Meanwhile, South Africa’s
Department of International
Relations and Cooperation
condemned Israel for the il-
legal arrest of the activists,
adding it was negotiating for
the release of the SA abduct-
ees.

Back at the east-west Lib-
yan buffer zone, the exec-
utives of the land convoy
delivered a letter to warlord
Khalifa Haftar’s regime with
a plea to allow the convoy
safe passage towards Egypt.

The letter read: “We here-
by inform Your Excellency
that the convoy, subject of
this request, is a specialised
international humanitarian
relief convoy, part of the
initiatives of the “Global
Sumud Flotilla,” one of the
most prominent internation-
al civilian humanitarian ini-
tiatives, with participation
from actors from more than
44 countries worldwide.”

They asked the regime to fa-
cilitate safe passage through

the territory under its control
including the cities of Sirte
and Benghazi, right up to El
Salloum, the primary har-
bour town and official land
border crossing between Lib-
ya and northwestern Egypt.

The letter continued: “The
Sumud Convoy is proceed-
ing transparently and public-
ly and is under international
observation. There is no le-
gal or factual basis for inter-
fering with its movement.

“Accordingly, we request
a response regarding safe
passage arrangements and
approval within 24 hours of
receipt of this letter.”

“Failure to provide confir-
mation or to guarantee safe
passage within this time-
frame will be interpreted as
a refusal to ensure the safety
of a peaceful civilian con-
voy, despite prior notice and
an opportunity for coordina-
tion.” They are awaiting a
response.

Meanwhile, Johannesburg
academic and activist, Jes-
sica Mary Breakey, told
Al-Qalam that participants
are from North Africa, but

Mandla Mandela lifts the spirits of Samud Land Convoy

participants, including SA delegates Fatima Hendricks,
Muhammad Bulbulia and Jessica Mary Breakey pictured.

there are large contingents
from Indonesia and Turkey.

“Part of the delegation are
specialised humanitarian
workers and we want access
through Rafah into Gaza,”
she said..

“Enroute, we stayed at a
coastal town called Zliten
where we were warmly wel-
comed by the community —
and by officials of the local
mosque. They offered us ac-
commodation and food and
it was really, really beautiful
with such a spirit of solidar-
ity. That was when Mandla
Mandela came briefly to
join us. He flew all the way
here to offer his support and
solidarity which lifted our
spirits”, she added. Man-
dela reminded the activists

that Libyans “supported us
during our darkest days in
the struggle for liberation in
South Africa.”

He added: “T am here today
when we commemorate the
Nakba “Catastrophe” to say
we remain united as Africans
speaking with one voice in
support of the Palestinians
in Gaza and Occupied Ter-
ritories.:

“Our mission will not stop
until every Palestinian in the
diaspora has been given the
right of return to the land
of their forefathers. We will
continue to mobilise the en-
tire global community until
we realise a free Palestine
from the river to the sea.
Libre Palestina, Aluta con-
tinua.”
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Ulama council: ‘Your Masjid is not
separate from your municipality

By Azra Hoosen

he United Ulama

Council of South

Africa (UUC-

SA) is calling

on Muslims to
rethink the way they view
politics, arguing that civic
participation is not separate
from Islamic responsibility
but closely tied to the daily
realities of Muslim commu-
nity life.

At the centre of UUCSA’s
message is the argument that
Muslim communities can-
not separate their religious
institutions from local gov-
ernment, emphasising that
“Your masjid is not separate
from your municipality.’

Head of UUCSA’s Political
Strategy Committee, Moula-
na Sulaimaan Ravat, empha-
sised that disengagement is
not what Islam teaches us.
“Never forget that we need
a conducive environment
to preserve our Masaajid,
Madaaris and Institutions; to
practise our faith and to live
our lives as citizens. If you

disengage from the system,
you are effectively handing
over the responsibility to
someone else to decide what
kind of environment we will
exist in materially and spir-
itually. That is why every
vote counts,” he said.

Explaining the importance
of participation in the up-
coming local government
elections, Moulana Rav-
at said many voters do not
fully understand how the
municipal voting system
works. Coalition politics
has changed South Africa’s
political landscape. In many
municipalities and provinc-
es, outright majorities are no
longer guaranteed, meaning
smaller margins can now
determine who governs,
how coalitions are formed
and which policies are pri-
oritised.

“There will be two bal-
lots. One ballot works on
a winner-takes-all basis.
The second ballot is for a
political party. Even if that
party’s ward candidate does
not win, the total number

of votes received across the
municipality still contrib-
utes towards the number
of seats that party receives
in council. Your vote still
strengthens the party of your
choice,” he explained.

Moulana Ravat clarified
that UUCSA is not form-
ing a political party, nor are
they telling people who to
vote for. “The aim is to help
communities become more
structured, organised and
mobilised from the grass-
roots level upwards, so that
our efforts are coordinated
and more impactful within
the political landscape,” he
said.

Moulana Ravat also en-
couraged Muslims to ed-
ucate themselves about
governance systems and to
participate meaningfully in
civic life: “Learn the sys-
tem, apply your mind, be
strategic, do the best you
can, exercise the power of
your vote, and leave the rest
to Allah.”

The Secretary General of

UUCSA, Moulana Yusuf
Patel, told Al-Qalam that
growing frustration with
politics should not lead to
disengagement. Many peo-
ple only recognise the im-
portance of politics once
service delivery failures
begin affecting their homes,
institutions and communi-
ties directly.

“The question is not wheth-

er politics will affect us. It
already does. The question
is whether we will partici-
pate in shaping those deci-
sions, or whether we will
leave them entirely to oth-
ers,” he questioned.

The council outlined sever-
al issues affecting Muslim
communities that require
stronger representation at
the municipal level. These
include zoning and land use
for Masajid, Madrasahs and
Muslim schools, cemetery
and burial matters, safety
around places of worship,
service delivery, housing, di-
saster response and support
for small businesses. Mou-
lana Patel said that as Mus-

lims, we must distinguish
between partisan fighting
and principled civic engage-
ment. “UUCSA is not asking
Muslims to become blindly
loyal to any party. We are
asking Muslims to become
politically conscious, organ-
ised and accountable in how
we engage,” he said.

The organisation also
warned against fragmented
activism, saying communi-
ties that lack coordination
often struggle to have their
concerns addressed effec-
tively.

At the same time, UUCSA
stressed that Muslim civ-
ic engagement should not
focus only on specifically
Muslim concerns. “Our Is-
lamic responsibility is wid-
er than that. We must speak
for justice, dignity and ac-
countable governance for
all communities, while
ensuring that the specific
needs of Muslim institu-
tions and communities are
not ignored,” said Moula-
na Patel. Beyond elections,
UUCSA encourages Mus-

lims to become involved in
ward meetings, civic forums
and public participation pro-
cesses. It also urges commu-
nities to monitor promises
made by political parties and
public representatives.

Moulana Patel said that
success would mean Mus-
lim communities becoming
“more organised, more in-
formed and more consis-
tent” in civic engagement
across the country.

UUCSA’s message to Mus-

lims who feel disconnected
from politics is direct: Your
voice matters, and your ab-
sence also has consequenc-
es.

Your community is not
separate from the decisions
made in council chambers.
Your responsibility as a
Muslim is not separate from
your responsibility as a cit-
izen.

“If you are not registered,
register now, vote and en-
courage others to do the
same,” said Moulana Patel.
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Visually impaired graduate Azraa Ebrahim
now working towards MA

By Azra Hoosen

rom SA Top Achiev-

er to Summa Cum

Laude, everything

changed the moment
Azraa Ebrahim stopped ask-
ing ‘Can I?’

The young scholar recently

graduated from the Univer-
sity of KwaZulu-Natal with
a Bachelor of Arts Honours
degree in Religion and So-
cial Transformation, achiev-
ing Summa Cum Laude
distinction and averaging
above 80% across all her
modules.

Born with Congenital Bilat-
eral Optic Nerve Atrophy, a
rare degenerative condition
affecting her vision, Azraa
first drew national attention
in 2021 after achieving the
highest results among spe-
cial needs schools in Kwa-
Zulu-Natal and placing sec-
ond nationally. Since then,
she has continued carving
out a space for herself in
academia, while using her
platform to speak about dis-
ability, inclusion and rep-
resentation within Muslim

spaces. Beyond academia,
Azraa has presented at na-
tional conferences, travelled
independently and returned
to her former high school as
the guest of honour at its Se-
nior Prizegiving ceremony.

But long before the acco-
lades and public recognition,
there was a young girl trying
to understand why she had
been born blind. “Through-
out my life, Islam has been
my compass, offering direc-
tion through both triumph
and hardship,” Azraa told
Al-Qalam.

As the only learner with a
disability in a mainstream
Muslim school during her
primary school years, she
faced bullying and exclu-
sion that deeply shaped her
understanding of herself and
the world around her.

“It was through Islam,
particularly Sufism, that I
found the tools to not only
endure those experienc-
es but transform them into
sources of personal strength
and purpose,” she said. For
Azraa the concepts of sabr

and tawakkul became living
practices. “Islam taught me
that struggle carries mean-
ing, and that understanding
fundamentally changed how
I experience my disability,
not as something to over-
come, but as part of a pur-
poseful journey,” she said.

That understanding fol-
lowed her into university,
where the challenges be-
came less visible but no less
demanding.

“Being blind means that a
lot of things take longer. Ev-
ery piece of learning materi-
al had to be worked through
carefully and completely.”

Using a screen reader to
access academic material
meant even simple format-
ting issues could become
major obstacles. Most of
her studies were completed
on her phone, often while
managing severe eye pain.

Still, she pushed through.
“Achieving Summa Cum

Laude required discipline,
consistency and a genuine

love for the process itself,”
she said.

One of the most demanding
parts of her Honours year
came during presentations.
Unable to rely on cue cards
or slides, Azraa memorised
entire scripts before present-
ing them. “What surprised
me was that this became
one of my favourite parts of
the process. Memory is gen-
uinely my greatest strength,”
she said.

For Azraa, the shift in her
life came when she stopped
seeing blindness as some-
thing standing in opposition
to her ambitions. “For a long
time, I asked myself, ‘can I
or can’t I?’. The moment I
replaced that with ‘how will
1?7’ everything changed,” she
said.

That perspective has also
shaped the way she un-
derstands representation.
Growing up, she seldom
encountered stories of Mus-
lim women with disabilities
succeeding academically or
publicly. “The absence of
role models that looked like

me growing up is precisely
why I understand the weight
of the position I now occu-
py,” she said.

Azraa credits much of her
confidence to her parents,
who refused to raise her
within the limits society of-
ten places on disabled chil-
dren. After noticing how
bullying had caused her to
retreat into herself as a child,
they enrolled her in karate.
Years later, she earned her
black belt.

Now preparing for her Mas-
ter’s research on disability in

Islamic digital spaces, Azraa
hopes to push conversations
within Muslim communities
beyond accommodation and
toward genuine inclusion.

“] want the voices of dis-
abled Muslim women to
move from the margins to
the centre.

As one of very few re-
searchers with a disabili-
ty working in this field in
South Africa, I am aware
that my presence in these
conversations is itself an ar-
gument for why they need to
happen,” she said.
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Farewell Mymona Galant: a pioneer
of teaching Qur’an

By Al-Qalam reporter

ymona Galant

was born in

Durban in 1939,

the youngest of
five children, to Rashaad and
Kubrah (nee Salie) Domin-
go. Her childhood home was
No. 37 Maud Lane in Cen-
tral Durban, an address she
repeated frequently in her
last years. Both her parents
were prominent commu-
nity members in the small
Durban ‘Malay’ community
at the time. Her father was a
manager in his brother’s tex-
tile factory and also a much
consulted khatib in the com-
munity. Her mother was a
well-known and sought after
dressmaker and also served
as a ‘toekamandie’ (persons
responsible for washing and
shrouding the deceased), in
the community.

Mymona attended Albert
Street Primary school and
Umbilo Road High School
up to Standard 8. During
the Apartheid forced remov-
als in the 1960s, the family

moved to Havelock Road,
Greenwood Park. She learnt
how to recite the Qur’an
from her parents. Her love
for the Qur’an inspired her
to join the Arabic Study
Circle in Durban as one of
its first students in the early
sixties.

She married Sedick Galant
in 1963, a teacher from
Draper Street, Claremont
and relocated to Cape Town.
Her parents joined them
in Cape Town in the ear-
ly seventies and lived with
them, in Vanguard Estate,
Athlone, until they passed
on. In Cape Town, Mymo-
na initially followed in her
mother’s footsteps and be-
came a dressmaker work-
ing from home. In 1973,
she started volunteering as
a teacher at the Vanguard
Madrasah near her home.
Inspired by her teaching at
the madrasa, despite having
no formal teaching experi-
ence, she started attending
tajwid classes taught by the
late Hafiz Yusuf Booley in
order to improve her rec-

itation. She also enrolled
for short courses offered by
Vista University on child
psychology. These studies
inspired her to apply to the
University of the Western
Cape (UWC) for degree
studies despite having no
matric. In 1997, two years
after her husband had passed
away, she was granted an
age exemption, at the age of
58, and started studying to-
wards her Bachelor of Arts
degree at the University of
the Western Cape. In 2002
she completed her Honours
degree in Arabic and Lin-
guistics at UWC.

For twenty years Mymona
taught at the Vanguard Ma-
drasa, later becoming the
principal. During this time
she developed a pioneering
phonetic method of teaching
Qur’an reading. She devel-
oped a comprehensive ma-
drasah teaching syllabus ac-
companied by colourful wall
charts, flash cards and other
visual aids. She proceeded
to share her knowledge and
experience of teaching this

.

method for Qur’an reading
in numerous workshops with
madrasa teachers from vari-
ous madaris in the Western
Cape, as well as teachers
in Zimbabwe. Her method
of teaching Qur’an reading
has been published in a se-
ries of eight Qur’an Readers
currently used in all grades

at the Claremont Main Road
Mosque Saturday Morning
Madrasa. During her active
years, she also taught regular
hajj classes and toekamandie
classes to groups of women
at home and other locations.

Mymona’s life personi-
fies lifelong learning and

teaching. She touched many
people’s lives through her
teaching and leaves a last-
ing legacy of a method for
qur’an reading that will
benefit generations to come.
Mymona Galant is survived
by her three children Jaamia,
Khalid and Raashied and
one grandchild, Zidane.
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OPINION

SIYASA: Muslim Politics
Wolves and CGultivating the Land

By Ebrahim Rassol
(Former Ambassa-
dor to the USA)

uslims and pol-

itics is often

a vexed topic,

maybe because
it is often misunderstood.
In my recent presentation
at The Muslim Association
of Canada Convention I ad-
dressed the issue, ranging
from socio-political activ-
ism to political governance
and policymaking, and how
Muslims play differential
roles across various political
scenarios.

Necessarily, the need for
Muslims, wherever they are,
majority or minority, to un-

derstand what politics is, to
understand the imperative of
power, to ensure that man-
agement of power should
lead to development, rights,
inclusion, and, therefore,
the betterment of society.
The injunction is Quranic
(11:61) in that we are obli-
gated to cultivate the earth
on which we dwell and from
which we emerge.

But the uneven, even con-
flictual, understanding of
politics in a global Mus-
lim community reflects a
fraught relationship with
politics. Muslims are large-
ly victims within states that
have perfected the art of
surveillance, exclusion, and
autocracy. Sometimes elec-
tions could lead to illiberal
outcomes; and yet others
face a reality of a minority in
ambiguity — embracing po-
litical democracy, but often
subjected to Islamophobia,
demands of secularization
and assimilation, and sus-
pected of subversion.

Amidst such mixed expe-
riences of politics, South
Africa, because of the fa-

vourable political condition
Muslims are under, are ex-
pected to draw on a 350-
year evolution from victims
of colonialism, segregation,
and apartheid to beneficia-
ries of democracy, human
rights, and freedom, to help
navigate such conundrums.

However, to avoid simple
replication, it is necessary
to frame my analysis by
probing the common Arabic
or Muslim vocabulary for
politics, political participa-
tion, political governance,
and policy development.
Drilling down into the word
Siyasa, into the etymology
of Siyasa, becomes crucial
to reorient the Muslim ap-
proach to politics.

Siyasa emerges from the
practice of animal husband-
ry, managing livestock as
the key to food security, and
in turn, as the key to secur-
ing livelihoods in fragile
and sensitive ecosystems.
The practice of shepherding
livestock as the precondition
for the well-being of people
thus lends its name to the
very notion of politics! And

therefore, the political prac-
titioner is akin to the shep-
herd with the responsibility
to carefully manage a sensi-
tive and fragile resource.

Furthermore, previous
conversations with Hassan
al Turabi, who is par ex-
cellence, a master of Ara-
bic linguistics, deepen this
concept of Siyasa. He adds

the dimension of rotation
and circulation. Livestock
do not graze at the same
place - they need to be ro-
tated to prevent overgrazing
and the depletion of feed.
And therefore, if circulation
and rotation are germane
to Siyasa, then very clear-
ly they should be germane
to the socio-economic and
political sphere because

for Fighting

you require the circulation
and the rotation of wealth,
and not its monopolization,
as well as parties, political
leaders, politicians, govern-
ments, and those charged
with managing the politics
and policies of a country, a
community, a nation, and a
polity.

Continued on page 12
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Continued from page 11

The next proposition to
be made is that there is
not a singular, undiffer-
entiated idea of Siyasa,
or political governance,
and political activism in
Islam. It is largely con-
textual. Siyasa takes a
different form and shape,
based on different imper-
atives at play in different
contexts. For me, there
are four basic contextual
scenarios that shape the
objectives and practice of
Siyasa, all reinforcing the
ultimate objective: The
well-being of people, the
development of society,
the assurance of food se-
curity, and the develop-
ment of the community.
The 4 scenarios expand
on the metaphor of live-
stock management.

1. Keep the Wolves
Away! The fundamen-
tal task of a shepherd is
to protect the flock from
aggression, imbalance,
anything that disrupts the
just interaction amongst
different elements of the
ecosystem. Any greed of
the wolves cannot lead
to the decimation and in-
security of the livestock.

Therefore, when there are
threats to the livestock
by the wolves, then the
responsibility of Siya-
sa rests on 2 R’s: Resis-
tance, and when the threat
is endemic, Revolt, both
requiring political activ-
ism against injustice, ex-
clusion, autocracy, denial
of rights, undue surveil-
lance... through forms of
mobilization and organi-
zation.

2.Restock and Sow! The
transition from conflict
creates the imperative of
fundamentally restoring
the grazing fields and
husbanding the new gen-
erations of livestock, after
the wolves were fought
and hopefully defeated.
That means that the R’s
of providing Relief and
starting the Reconstruc-
tion are crucial to meet-
ing the challenge of post
conflict stabilization and
development as the im-
perative of Siyasa.

3. Cultivate the Land!
The transition develop-
ment is the imperative
scenario of Siyasa, where
restorative justice starts to
take shape, and therefore
the cultivation of society
needs to take place, insti-

tutional resilience against
the wolves put into place,
and the systemic where-
withal for food security
and development institut-
ed. The institutions and
systems of governance
manifest as Siyasa, wheth-
er as majority countries
or minority communities,
where the R’s of securing
Rights, ensuring Repre-
sentation, and assuming
Responsibility for devel-
opment. The character of
Siyasa means its ability to
respond contextually and,
therefore, to manifest as
out and out socio-political
activism, to transitional
management, where new
shoots are being sprouted,
to making society work
through institutionaliza-
tion of rights and respon-
sibility for development.

4. Rotate the Shepherd!
This fourth scenario
emerges out of the third
where the institutions and
democratic practices are
in place. But there may be
the need to circulate and
rotate the shepherds, as
germane to Siyasa. Shep-
herds have lapses, temp-
tations, are prone to cor-
ruption, and can become
tone-deaf to the very
vulnerable and the very

poor. Therefore, there is
a need for activism, elec-
toral campaigning, judi-
cial intervention, media
investigation, and civil
accountability to change
the shepherd. The sys-
tem may not qualify for
a revolt or a resistance,
but certainly for the R’s
- Renewal and Reform.
For a community alien-

ated from politics, the
very origin in the Muslim
imagination of politics, in
the notion of Siyasa, pro-
vides a set of metaphors
that allow us to under-
stand that not all politics
has the same form. We
can err when we misiden-
tify the juncture we’re in;
but are we confronting
wolves or a tone-deaf

2 55 !

shepherd? Must we revolt
or reform? Is our justice
in a transitional or restor-
ative phase? Each choice
has an implication for the
way Siyasa is practiced.

Ambassador Ebrahim
Rasool is the former am-
bassador to the US and
former Premier of the
Western Cape
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Faith and Holding On to the P
of Liberation 7

By Mphutlane Bofelo

his past Sunday,

I spent time with

a friend who

was among the

first to visit me
at Leeuhof Prison in the
1980’s. I had imprisonment
for my political activism
work.

After my release, when po-

lice harassment was relent-
less, he helped me enroll at
As-Salaam Educational In-
stitute in Mahlathini Village
near Braemar and Umzinto
— arefuge for young activ-
ists fleeing persecution.

At a time when Black Con-

sciousness adherents faced
violence from all sides, this
brother left the comforts of
suburban life to enter my
township, intent on taking
me to safety.

Yet, inspired by Biko’s
teaching that conquering
the fear of death is the most
liberating act, and that the

manner of one’s death car-
ries political meaning, I
chose to stay and confront
the situation head-on. As we
reminisced, he reminded me
how the BCM had warned
of the neocolonial and
neo-apartheid horrors that
would follow the reformist
CODESA.

With sadness, he asked
whether, now that I witness
the continuity of racial cap-
italism, I regret dedicating
my life to the struggle.

I laughed off the question,
but it lingered. Later, anoth-
er comrade posed the same
challenge: how do I keep
going in this work despite
disappointments, reversals,
and betrayals? My answer
remains simple yet pro-
found: love, faith, and hope.

Faith anchors the convic-
tion that freedom is not
only possible but divinely
mandated. In South Africa’s
Black Theology of Libera-
tion, faith framed resistance

as a moral and spiritual bat-
tle. It transforms despair
into determination, shield-
ing against fear and doubt.

Hope sustains vision
through hardship. It is resil-
ience embodied — a “hel-
met” protecting the mind
against despair, enabling
endurance through impris-
onment, exile, or violence.
Hope is active expectation,
expressed in songs, prayer,
and revolutionary rhetoric.

Love binds communities
together, ensuring the strug-
gle is about dignity and sol-
idarity.

Love transforms resistance

into collective action: car-
ing for families of prisoners,
protecting the vulnerable,
and building unity. In lib-
eration theology, love de-
mands justice and nurtures
reconciliation.

Together, faith, hope, and
love form a resilient moral
framework. Faith grips the
present, hope secures the

—
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future, and love sustains
the community. Yet balance
is essential. Faith without
love risks rigid ideology;
hope without faith collaps-
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es into naive optimism; love
without hope may lead to
burnout. Only in harmony
do these forces keep libera-
tion movements principled,

humane, and enduring.

Bofelo is the former Secre-
tary General of the Muslim
Youth Movement
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‘Why

LETTERS
TO THE

EDITOR
a Sufi conference matters while
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the various aspects affecting the Muslim community. Keep them rolling in.

the world burns’

0 convene an in-

ternational gath-

ering dedicated

to Tasawwuf: the

inner, spiritual
dimension of Islam—at this
specific juncture in human
history invites the inevita-
ble question: Why now? On
Saturday, 16 May 2026, the
Cape Town Ulama Board
hosted the first-ever Inter-
national Sufi Conference in
Cape Town, bringing togeth-
er a vast collective of local
and international guests. Yet,
outside our venue walls, the
world felt progressively frac-
tured. Gaza is burning. A
devastating genocide unfolds
on our screens in real-time,
global geopolitical systems
are fracturing, and the drums
of wider regional wars beat
with terrifying consistency. In
the face of such visceral, in-
dustrial-scale cruelty, critics
might ask how an assembly

focused on the purification of
the heart and the quietude of
the soul can make any tangi-
ble difference. Is it not a form
of spiritual escapism?

The answer, as articulated
by the profound collective of
local Ulama and international
scholars who graced our plat-
form, is a resounding no. The
Sufi Conference 2026 was
not an exercise in isolation,
nor was it disconnected from
the bleeding edges of global
reality. Speakers repeatedly
brought the plight of Pales-
tine to the forefront of the
discourse.

But more fundamentally, the
conference sought to re-es-
tablish a critical, forgotten
truth: Tasawwuf is not an ex-
otic addition, a separate sect,
or an alien branch grafted
onto the faith—it is Islam. It
is the living manifestation of

Ihsan (spiritual excellence),
the third pillar of our Deen
established in the famous
Hadith of Jibril alongside Is-
lam (submission) and Iman
(faith).

Throughout the day, the core
of our scholarly talks and dis-
cussions focused intensely on
Purification (Tazkiyah), Up-
rightness (Istiqaamah), Inner
Peace, and Spiritual Growth.
We delved deeply into the
necessity of continuous
Change, seeking an unshake-
able Closeness to Allah, and
implementing rigorous Spir-
itual Training (Tarbiyah). In
essence, all of these internal
disciplines are not meant to
keep us passive; they are ex-
plicitly designed to cultivate
the spiritual stamina required
to assist us in standing up
against global and systemic
injustices. For South Afri-
cans, this understanding is

woven into the very soil we
walk upon. The preservation,
survival, and eventual spread
of Islam across our country
did not happen in a theolog-
ical vacuum; it was forged
on the spiritual paths of ex-
iled Sufi masters. Consider
the trajectory of Shaykh Yu-
suf of Macassar, a master of
multiple Sufi turuq (orders).
Shaykh Yusuf did not sepa-
rate his deep spiritual litanies
(adhkar) and inner purifica-
tion from his commitment to
human liberty. His Tasawwuf
was his armor. At the farm of
Zandvliet, his sanctuary be-
came the foundational node
of Islam in South Africa, a
refuge for runaway slaves
and political exiles.

This was the same path
walked by Tuan Guru (Imam
Abdullah ibn Qadi Abdus
Salaam), a master of the Ba
‘Alawi Sufi tradition, who

was imprisoned on Robben
Island. It was these Sufi mas-
ters who laid down the tarbi-
yah that kept the light of Is-
lam burning through the dark
centuries of slavery, colo-
nialism, and Apartheid. They
proved that a heart close to
Allah is a heart that cannot be
enslaved by man. By hosting
this inaugural conference,
the Cape Town Ulama Board
aimed to remind attendees
that Tasawwuf is the living,
breathing heart of the Deen.
It is the science that teaches
us how to keep our hearts
alive when the world around
us is drowning in spiritual
death.

How does a Sufi conference
make a difference while Gaza
burns? It makes a difference
because it cultivates the ex-
act type of human being ca-
pable of standing for Gaza
effectively. It trains the soul

through Tarbiyah to seek
justice not out of a desire
for vengeance, but out of a
deep, unshakeable devotion
to truth, uprightness, and
divine balance. It reminds
us that peace is not merely
the absence of war, but the
presence of justice, and jus-
tice can only be established
by those who have achieved
peace within themselves.

True Tasawwuf commands
us to witness the suffering of
the world, to feel the burns of
Gaza in our own chests, and
to respond with an unyield-
ing, dignified activism that is
anchored in closeness to the
Divine. Only when our resis-
tance is purified can it truly
begin to heal a broken world.

Sayed Ridhwaan

Lead Convenor of the Sufi
Conference 2026

Cape Town
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Donate today at
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of everlasting good

Nazeem Mohamed
M 083 277 4130

hilitenazeem@webmail.co.za

TRADING HOURS

MON - THURS: 08:30 - 17:30

FRIDAY: 08:00 - 12:15 | 14:15 - 18:00
SAT: 07:30 - 15:00 | SUNDAY: CLOSED

AWQAF SA, FNB ISLAMIC FINANCE
Acc No: 62052040145 / Branch Code: 250655
Ref: Cell No / Education

25 VICTORIA RD, GRASSY PARK, CAPE TOWN
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May this Eid be filled with joy, peace, and happiness
for you and your family and may the Almighty accept
your sacrifices made during this auspicious time.

WILLOWTON
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Stir-Fry Our Way

Recipe and Pic Credit: Gorimas Serves: 4 | Prep Time: 15 minutes
Cooking Time: 20 minutes

500g chicken strips or soya strips (vegetarian option), 2 Tbsp oyster sauce,

11tsp red chilli paste or dry crushed chillies, 3 Tbsp garlic & herb spice, 1/2 packet
egg noodles, 4 Tbsp olive, vegetable, or sesame oil, 1tsp ginger slices, 1onion, sliced
2 carrots, cut into strips, 1/4 cup water, 2 baby marrows/courgettes (cut into strips),
1/2 cup butternut or red pepper, cut into strips, 200g mushrooms, sliced,

2 Tbsp light soya sauce, 6 Tbsp sweet chilli sauce

Nefioat

Chef’s Note

This recipe, inspired by a dish enjoyed
in Pattaya, Thailand, balances sweet,
spicy, and savoury flavours beautifully.
Keep vegetables slightly crunchy for

1. Marinate chicken (or soya strips) with oyster sauce, chilli paste, and garlic & herb spice. texture, and don’t be afraid to adjust

2. Boil noodlesin 4 litres of salted water until tender. sauces to suit your palate. For a

3. Heat oil in a wok or deep pan. Add ginger, onion, and chicken. Stir-fry until lightly browned. vegetarian twist, substitute chicken

4. Add carrots and 1/4 cup water. Cook until carrots begin to soften. with soya strips — the flavour remains
5. Add marrows, butternut/peppers, and mushrooms. Stir-fry until vegetables are cooked but still slightly crunchy.  just as vibrant

6. Add soya sauce, sweet chilli sauce, and noodles. Toss well, adjusting sauces to taste.

WIN WITH AL-QALAM | MAY NATIONAL COMPETITION

According to the recipe, how long Congnatulations
does it take to cook the stir fry? to our April National Table

Enter our competition now to stand a chance to win a Gorima’s hamper. Pride Foods Compeﬁﬁon Winner
To increase your chance of winning share our post on Facebook, Twitter

and Instagram, tag your family and friends and tag the Al-Qalam page. Bilkis Abdul Samud from Overport, Durban
Email your answer to admin@alqalam.co.za or WhatsApp us at 074 399 8576 f @AlQalam @ @alqalam_newspaper ¥ @AIQalam20

GORHA 'S

S

ELANGENI

"HEAT UP THIS

» WINTER
it with Osman'’s Taj Mahal

AL ADHA MUBARAK

May Allah bring you joy, happiness, peace
and prosperity on this blessed occasion.

y S . E = . . email:info@osw.co.za | Phone: 031465 1611
['“:;,._-‘ HILE Rw e fr ‘“ s m Instagram: @osmans _taj_mahal | TikTok: @osmanstajmahal
pgarls it m ADVANCE b _!}- Facebook: Osman's Taj Mahal
YouTube: @osmanstajmahal9009

L Website: osmanstajmahal.co.za
£,0312035000 []sales@elangenioil.co.za ﬂwww.elangenioil.co.za 180 Sirdar Rd, Clairwood, Durban, 4052




Al-Qalam May 2026 Page 19

LOCAL NEWS

All systems go for AWQAF’s
Maths workshop series

Al-Qalam Correspondent

s South Afri-
ca’s education
system faces
ongoing pres-
sures, Awqaf
SA has stepped in to address
the much-needed education-
al demands of learners. Now
in its 11th year, the commu-
nity-based organisation’s
flagship Maths Workshop
series is ready to kick off
this weekend by provid-
ing support to Grade 10-12
learners across the country.

These critical interventions
have reached learners in
places such as Soweto, La-
dysmith, Mitchells Plain and
Khayelitsha. Hosted locally
in association with the West-
ern Cape Education Depart-
ment, the goal is to assist
learners who are struggling
to understand Maths, as well
as those who have potential
in Maths.

“The high numbers of atten-
dance over the past decade
shows that the workshops

are making their mark”, said
Awqaf SA’s CEO, Mickaeel
Collier.

“As a community-based or-
ganisation, our role is to fill
the gaps when the system is
under pressure. The learners
are eager to improve, and we
are proud to lead this inter-
vention.

“Careers of the futures such

as STEM (Science Technol-
ogy and Medicine) all re-
quire Maths. Despite South
Africa’s economic potential,
poor learner performance
widens the country’s skills
gap and the growing high
youth unemployment rate,”
said Collier.

“Awqaf SA’s workshop
series confronts this chal-
lenge by giving learners the
strategy and confidence to
approach their exams like
a "War room,” stated Maths
Facilitator, Mohammad
Khota.

“This life changing expe-
rience lays a well-planned

foundation for the learners’
futures.” Collier said that the
driving force of the project
has been Khota. And that
with his unique brand of
humour, he has transformed
thousands of learners’ ap-
proach to Maths. Through
him, they have acquired an
understanding for complex
Maths concepts and built an
affinity for the subject.

Following a successful
2025 workshop series,
where 85 000 learners ben-
efitted, and a record 700
learners participated at
Spine Road High, the 2026
series is set to equal, if not
increase its impact.

The partnership between
Awqaf SA, the Western
Cape Education Depart-
ment, Spine Road High,
Portlands High and Luhlaza
High School continues to
strengthen the Maths eco-
system.

What makes the sessions
accessible is that they are
hosted as hybrid sessions.

There is an in-person co-
hort at schools, completed
by a larger audience who
log on via Awqaf SA’s You-
Tube platform. Registration
is free, making this Maths
education available to any
learners with access to an in-
ternet connection. An annu-
al competition assesses the
impact of the intervention.
Armani Rahman, a Grade 12
learner, scored 97% in her fi-
nal Maths exam. She is now
studying Medicine. Jayda
Lee Pillay from Strandfon-
tein High School scored
87%. In Grade 12 this year,
she aspires to study Actuari-
al Science at UCT.

This bears testament that
learners have benefitted
from this model. Further-
more, learners have been
able to realise their full po-
tential by unlocking scholar-
ships, bursaries and univer-
sity placements.

Workshop

This workshop caters for
grades 10, 11 and 12. This

pvilling Sustainable So
1 rely for the love of Allah

will be a hybrid session
where learners will be in
person at the school venues
and for learners who will at-
tend via YouTube.

Grade 12 Venue: Spine
Road High School,
Maths Paper 1 (Alge-
bra), Saturday, 23 May
2026 — 8:30am — 3:00pm.
Maths Paper 2 (Geom-
etry), Sunday, 24 May
2026 — 8:30am — 3:00pm

Grade 11 Venue: Port-
lands High School,
Maths Paper 1 (Alge-
bra), Saturday, 30 May
2026 — 8:30am — 3:00pm.

Maths Paper 2 (Geom-
etry), Sunday, 31 May
2026 — 8:30am — 3:00pm

Grade 10 Venue: Luhlaza
High School, Maths Paper
1 (Algebra), Saturday,

6 June 2026 — 8:30am —
3:00pm. Maths Paper 2
(Geometry). Sunday, 7 June
2026 — 8:30am — 3:00pm

The classes are free.
Online registration is
required to confirm in
person attendance and to
obtain the YouTube stream
links. For more informa-
tion, visit: https:/lawqafsa.
org .za/mathsmay2026/

"

” QURBANI INDIA - 2026

(FOUNDED BY MARHOOM MOULANA ABDUL HAQ OMARJEE R.A)
MUHTARAM |

AS SALAAMU ALAIKUM-BISMIHI TA’ALA

As usual we are arranging Qurbani to India in poor Muslim communities

This year the cost of a Qurbani - Cow or Buffalo (7 shares) costs R2170

The price per individual shareis R 310

[

If you are interested please contact me on the following numbers:

BUSINESS: 031-306 1957
Or at 158a Grey Street, Durban |

HOME: 031-207 2856

DURBAN

S

CELL: 073 231 5011
WHATSAPP: 0722524905

DONE
UNDER
| SOUTH AFRICAN
. SUPERVISION

BRANCH
NAME OF A/C

m ]

BRANCH CODE
REFERENCE No.

Cash and cheques to be deposited in:

NB: You must nominate me as Wakeel for your Qurbani.

-

CAPITEC BANK

. DURBAN

CAPITEC BANK

2089196706

*

YOUR NAME

(FILL ANY REMAINING SPACES WITH ZEROS)

e

" EFT PAYMENTS : ALBARAKA BANK |

BRANCH CODE
A/C TYPE

ACC No.

ACC NAME

: 800000

: CURRENT / CHEQUE
78600055454
: M.S.A.H OMARJEE

E

NB: Reference number must be stated on the slip.
Please email a copy of your deposit slip to ermail: msomarjee@yahoo.com

JAZAKALLAH

M.S.A.H. OMARJEE
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Faheem Jackson explores
heauty of Arabic calligraphy

By Sana Ebrahim

ape Town-based

Arabic calligra-

pher Ustad Faheem

Rhoda Jackson
blends heritage, spirituality,
and artistic mastery through
the timeless language of ink
and script.

Faheem’s journey into cal-
ligraphy began while study-
ing Arabic at Abu Nour
University in Syria. A de-
fining moment came when
his handwriting teacher,
Shaykh Adham Fadi Ja’fari,
entered a noisy classroom
and quietly drew an intricate
calligraphic design on the
blackboard. The room im-
mediately fell silent.

“That could have been the
day I made the niyyah to
learn this art,” recalls Fa-
heem. “I hoped that one day
I could become like him.”

Today, his work sits at the
intersection of language,
reflection, and visual art.
Deeply inspired by Islam
and the Qur’an, he ap-
proaches creativity as an ap-
preciation of divine beauty.

“Just a small sheet of paper
and scribbles can inspire me
to continue in the hope that
Allah guides me to create
the best piece,” he says.

Cape Town’s Muslim his-
tory has shaped his artis-
tic identity. Growing up in
Bo-Kaap, he often visited
the historic Tana Baru cem-
etery, where many early
Muslim scholars are bur-
ied, including Tuan Guru,
the first imam of the Auwal
Mosque. Tuan Guru famous-
ly transcribed copies of the
Qur’an from memory while
imprisoned on Robben Is-
land during the Dutch colo-
nial era.

Faheem’s late teacher, Dr
Sulaiman Nordien, gifted
him a facsimile copy of one
of Tuan Guru’s manuscripts.
Studying the script inspired
him to develop the ‘Janubi’
script, a South African cal-
ligraphic style influenced
by historic manuscripts
and gravestone inscriptions
found in cemeteries such as
Tana Baru and Mowbray.

“This made the connection
between my work and the

history of Islam in Cape
Town even more meaningful
for me,” he reflects.

His creative process com-
bines classical techniques
with contemporary tools.
After selecting a text, of-
ten through commissioned
work, he sketches repeated-
ly before carving a bamboo
galam suited to the piece. He
first works in black ink to fo-
cus on form and proportion
before refining designs digi-
tally using Adobe Illustrator
or Photoshop.

Despite using modern tech-
nology, he remains commit-
ted to traditional learning.

“The best way to acquire a
solid foundation in Arabic
calligraphy is through the
study of classical scripts,”
he explains. One of the
two foremost scribes of
the Prophet Muhammad
(SAWS), Sayyiduna Ali
(RA) was reported to have
said: “Calligraphy is hidden
in the teacher’s teachings,
and mastering it requires
much practice.”

For Faheem, calligraphy

is more than visual art. It is
rhythm, remembrance, and
meditation. Raised in a home
where dhikr gatherings were
common, he developed an
early love for Arabic writ-
ing through devotional texts
such as the Raatibul Haddad.
As a student, he often copied
passages repeatedly, finding
peace in the act of writing.

Among the forms that con-

tinue to inspire him are the
Huraf al-Mugqatta‘at, the dis-
connected letters appearing
at the beginning of certain
Qur’anic chapters.

“Calligraphers are chal-
lenged to bring attention
to these letters in creative
ways,” he says.

Although Arabic calligra-
phy is often associated with
Muslim audiences, Faheem
has witnessed its universal
emotional impact. During a
2019 workshop at the Pales-
tine Museum in Cape Town,
participants from Muslim,
Christian, and Jewish back-
grounds gathered to ex-
plore the art form together.
“One Christian woman was
brought to tears after seeing

a Qur’an for the first time,”
he recalls. “She said it was
the most beautiful sight her
eyes had ever seen.”

At the same time, he ex-
presses concern about the
misuse of Al-generated Ara-
bic calligraphy. As a graphic
designer and calligrapher, he
warns that distorted Arabic
letters created through arti-
ficial intelligence can unin-
tentionally disrespect sacred
texts.

“If the letters are unrecog-
nisable and distorted, we
have to be careful,” he says.

“Muslims believe the Qur’an
is the word of Allah.” Along-
side his artistic practice, Fa-
heem Rhoda Jackson teach-
es weekly in-person Arabic
calligraphy classes at the
Awqaf SA Islamic Centre
in Zeekoevlei, Cape Town.
He offers online Arabic cal-
ligraphy lessons to students
locally and internationally.
His courses are designed for
beginners and experienced
artists. Through live Zoom
critiques and overhead cam-
era demonstrations, students
learn technical skills and the
etiquette traditionally asso-
ciated with beautiful writing.
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