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By Al-Qalam Reporter

The charity and 
Welfare Foun-
dation led by 
well-known 
Durban hu-

manitarian, Nazir Malek, 
has embarked on a project 
where volunteers would 
spring clean their local 
masjids in their area.

The operational plan in-
volves teams of eight peo-
ple deployed to a mosque 
in their vicinity to spring 
clean it once every fort-
night. This will happen 
on Sunday mornings after 
Fajr salah, from 6am to 
8am.

Malek, who was recently 
blinded following an eye 
ailment, continues with 
his charity work, includ-
ing cooking for events.

He told Al-Qalam that 
he was inspired by a had-
ith reported in Muslim 
and Bukhari. The had-
ith mentions that a lady 
used to regularly clean 
the mosque of the Holy 

Prophet (SAW).

When the Holy Prophet 
(SAW) had not seen the 
lady for a few days, he 
enquired about her where-
abouts. His companions 
informed him that she had 
passed away. The Holy 
Prophet (SAW) was sad-
dened that he had not been 
informed of her demise.

He informed the compan-
ions that because of her 
virtuous deed of cleaning 
the house of Allah, Allah 
had cleansed her heart, 
forgiven her sins, and se-
cured for her a place in 
Paradise.

The Holy Prophet (SAW) 
then requested to be taken 
to her grave where he per-
formed her janazah salah 
and made dua for her for-
giveness.

The Holy Prophet (SAW) 
greatly appreciated her 
humble service of clean-
ing the House of Allah and 
found it worthy to person-
ally intercede and pray for 
her. Malek said cleaning a 

masjid was a noble cause 
and an opportunity to 
please Allah.

He pointed out that spring 
cleaning would involve 
the cleaning of the mas-
jid from ceiling to floor, 
including windows, tiles, 
toilets, and deep clean-
ing of the carpets. All the 
necessary equipment and 
cleaning materials will be 
provided.

“We intend to form a 
group of dedicated indi-
viduals, who will serve Al-
lah by cleaning his house. 
These will be “the Humble 
Servants,” he said.

“The teams will also be 
able to identify other ar-
eas of improvement and 
donors will then be found 
to assist.

“While there are many 
ways to serve Allah, this 
humble act will help con-
trol the ego (nafs). It takes 
humility to physically 
serve Allah to attain HIS 
pleasure and mercy, and 
as expiation for our sins.

“If this project resonates 
with you, then kindly con-
tact us so we can coordi-
nate the cleaning of the 
masjid in the vicinity of 
your home”, he added. 

For those who wish to 
contribute financially by 
assisting in purchasing 

equipment and cleaning 
materials, you may deposit 
only Lillah funds into the 
designated account: Chari-
ty and Welfare Foundation 
– Standard Bank Savings 
Account no: 2554-17764, 
Overport City. 

Section 18A certificates 

are also available for your 
generous contribution.

“May Allah accept the in-
tention and effort of trying 
to serve Allah”.

For further details, con-
tact: Nazir Malek 082 497 
8688 nazir@malek.co.za

Want to join a team to spring clean mosques?
     LOCAL NEWS
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As we gather 
to celebrate 
Eid al-Fitr, 
we do so in a 
world trem-

bling under the weight of 
war, dispossession, and 
deepening injustice. Rama-
dan has trained our souls 
in restraint, discipline, and 
compassion. Eid now asks: 
What have we learned? 
And how will we live what 
we have learned?

Across our globe, we 
witness powerful states 
arrogating to themselves 
the right to decide which 
governments may stand 
and which must fall. The 

language is often dressed 
in the garments of “secu-
rity,” “stability,” or even 
“liberation.” But history 
teaches us a sobering truth: 
regime change imposed 
through military force vi-
olates international law. 
It rarely brings freedom. 
Instead, it advances impe-
rial ambitions, strengthens 
authoritarian narratives, en-
trenches cycles of violence, 
and multiplies human suf-
fering. In the process, it 
suffocates indigenous, jus-
tice-centered movements 
struggling for authentic 
emancipation.

As Muslims shaped by 
the ethical discipline of 
Ramadan, we must resist 
the seduction of simplis-
tic narratives. The Qur’an 
commands us: “Believers!, 
stand firmly for justice, as 
witnesses for God, even 
against yourselves…” 
(Qur’an 4:135)

Justice is not selective. It 
is not partisan. It does not 
excuse external aggres-
sion because we oppose a 
particular regime, nor does 
it romanticize authoritar-
ian rulers simply because 

they resist foreign powers. 
Our moral compass must 
be steadied by principle, 
not by geopolitical conve-
nience or sectarian preju-
dices.

Ramadan has reminded us 
that transformation begins 
within. Fasting is not only 
abstention from food and 
drink; it is an act of moral 
reorientation. It teaches us 
sabr (steadfast persever-
ance), taqwa (God-con-
sciousness), and rahma 
(compassion and mercy).  
These are not private vir-
tues alone. They are public 
ethics. Eid, therefore, is not 
an escape from the world’s 
pain. It is a recommitment 
to healing it.

In the past decades, we 
have seen the catastroph-
ic consequences of wars 
waged in the name of 
“liberation.” Entire soci-
eties have been fractured. 
Sectarian divisions have 
deepened. Millions have 
been displaced. The archi-
tecture of international law 
has been eroded by double 
standards and selective 
enforcement. As consci-
entious believers, we must 

reject both the violence of 
empire and the violence 
of tyranny. Our beloved 
exemplar Prophet Muham-
mad (peace be upon him) 
stood against oppression 
in all its forms. He taught 
that the best jihad is a word 
of truth spoken before a 
tyrannical ruler (Sunan 
al-Nasa’i; also reported in 
Sunan Abu Dawud, and 
Jamial-Tirmidhi). In our 
time, that includes speak-
ing against unlawful wars, 
economic strangulation 
through unjust sanctions, 
and collective punishment 
of civilian populations. It 
also includes challenging 
corruption, repression, and 
abuses of power within our 
own societies.

Eid al-Fitr is a festival of 
gratitude. We thank God 
for the gift of life, for the 
strength to fast, for the 
bonds of family and com-
munity. But gratitude must 
also deepen into social re-
sponsibility. What might 
this responsibility look 
like?

First, we must cultivate 
moral clarity. We refuse 
the false choice between 

empire and despotism. We 
affirm instead the dignity of 
peoples to determine their 
own futures without exter-
nal coercion.

Second, we must nurture 
compassionate solidarity. 
The Qur’an describes the 
believers as a single body: 
when one part suffers, the 
whole body feels the pain. 
Let our zakat, our advo-
cacy, our scholarship, and 
our civic engagement re-
flect this global moral con-
sciousness.

Third, we must invest in 
justice-centred peacebuild-
ing. Sustainable peace 
cannot be built through 
bombs and occupation. It 
grows from within societ-
ies, through accountable 
institutions, inclusive gov-
ernance, economic fair-
ness, and respect for human 
rights. External actors who 
truly wish to help must sup-
port these indigenous pro-
cesses rather than impose 
their own geopolitical de-
signs.

Finally, we must guard our 
hearts. Anger at injustice 
must not curdle into hatred. 

Opposition to aggression 
must not become dehu-
manisation. Ramadan has 
softened our hearts through 
fasting, night vigil prayers, 
Qur’an recitation, and alms 
giving. Eid invites us to 
carry that tenderness into 
the public square.

The takbir of Eid—Alla-
hu Akbar (God is Greater 
Than) is not a slogan of 
triumphalism. It is a proc-
lamation that no empire, no 
army, no ruler is ultimate. 
God alone is the Greatest. 
All power is accountable. 
No oppression will escape 
its reckoning.

As we embrace one anoth-
er and say Eid Mubarak, 
let us also renew our cov-
enant with the Lord of 
Compassionate and Mercy 
to stand for justice without 
fear, to speak truth without 
rancour, and to work for a 
world in which freedom is 
not delivered by missiles 
but cultivated through com-
passion, the rule of law, and 
human dignity.

May this Eid be a turning 
point, for our hearts, and 
for our world. Eid Mubarak

Eid al-Fitr 1447: courage to refuse empire

By Imam Dr 
Rashied Omar

ICE  CREAM

Eid Mubarak
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By Ismail Suder

The South Af-
rica Palestine 
Movement 
(SAPM) re-
cently held an 
Iftaar evening 

of “unity, reflection and soli-
darity’ at the Suleman Lock-
hat Auditorium in Overport, 
Durban, with one main con-
viction – to pursue justice 
for the Palestinian people.

Al-Qalam attended the 
event along with dozens of 
activists from across reli-
gious denominations and 
Palestinian groups.

The Iftaar evening also 
marked a milestone for 
the South Africa Palestine 
Movement whose members 
street protested for 105 Fri-
days in bitterly cold wintry 
weather to blistering hot 
summer days.

“This milestone is not sim-
ply a celebration – it is a 
renewal of intention. Until 
the siege ends. Until occu-
pation falls. Until children 
wake up without fear. Un-
til olive trees grow without 
being uprooted. Two years 

later, the message remains 
clear: we will not normalise 
oppression. We will not si-
lence the truth. We will not 
stop showing up, no matter 
what the weather, Yeshelen 
Govender, the group’s me-
dia spokesman.

One of those who attended 
the Iftaar was 95-year-old 
Coral Vinsen of Durban who 
is probably the oldest hu-
man rights activist in South 
Africa to protest each week 
against the genocide in Gaza 
– come hail, rain or shine.

Also at the Iftaar evening 
was activist Elham Mouaf-
fak Hatfield, a French-Mo-
roccan (now South Afri-
can citizen) who is part of 
the Global South African 
Samud flotilla Organisation 
team.

She told Al-Qalam that 
people are preparing to set 
sail for Gaza within weeks, 
adding that the Flotilla will 
sail from Tunisia. She also 
called on South Africans to 
register to join the flotilla as 
soon as possible.

“We aim to leave for Gaza 
on the 12th April 2026 with 

100 boats. Over a thousand 
people from around the 
world will join the Samud 
flotilla. We also have the 
humanitarian convoy mis-
sion at the same time.

“We will focus once again 
to sail peacefully to at-
tempt once again to open a 
humanitarian corridor and 
break the siege of Gaza. 
Participants will include 

teachers, healthcare work-
ers, war crime investigators, 
eco-builders and others to 
help build essential infra-
structure in the Gaza Strip 
that was destroyed by the 

Zionist regime,” she added.

Those willing to volunteer 
may sign up here: https://
registration.globalsumud-
flotilla.org/

Activists break bread at Iftaar evening

Palestinian activist Coral Vinsen (95) enjoying tasty treats at the Iftaar evening with her son
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Gaza to SA: Israa Selmi keeps 
Palestinian culture alive
By Neelam Rahim

For many across the 
world, Gaza is often 
known only through 
news reports of con-

flict and devastation. But for 
Palestinian artist and educa-
tor Israa Selmi, Gaza is first 
and foremost home – a place 
rich in culture, faith, and re-
silience.

Now living in South Af-
rica, Selmi carries the sto-
ries, traditions and spirit of 
her homeland into the work 
she does every day, ensur-
ing that Palestinian culture 
continues to be shared and 
preserved far beyond its 
borders.

Born and raised in Gaza, 
Selmi’s childhood unfold-
ed against the backdrop of 
repeated conflict. She lived 
through multiple wars and 
countless military aggres-
sions that have shaped the 
lives of generations of Pal-
estinians. 

One of the most defining 
moments of her early life 
was the loss of her father 
who was martyred during 

the ongoing struggle faced 
by the Palestinian people. 
In the face of unimaginable 
hardship, Selmi says it was 
her mother who became 
the pillar of strength for the 
family, raising her children 
under extremely difficult 
conditions while instilling 
in them values of patience, 
faith and perseverance.

Those lessons have re-
mained central to Selmi’s 
journey.

While she initially pursued 
studies in Medical Labora-
tory Sciences in Gaza, her 
passion for education and 
cultural expression contin-
ued to grow. Today, she is in 
her third year studying edu-
cation, working towards her 
dream of becoming a teach-
er who inspires students to 
believe in themselves and in 
the power of knowledge.

Her commitment to edu-
cation extends beyond the 
classroom. Through her 
online initiative, Arabic 
with Israa, Selmi teaches 
Arabic to students around 
the world, sharing not only 
the language but also the 

cultural richness that it car-
ries. For Selmi, language 
is more than a means of 
communication – it is a liv-
ing connection to identity, 
history and belonging. Her 
journey eventually brought 
her to South Africa, a move 
she describes as both daunt-
ing and deeply meaningful. 
Leaving Gaza and starting 
a new life thousands of ki-
lometres away from family 
and familiarity was not easy. 
Yet within South Africa she 
found a community that 
stood in solidarity with the 
Palestinian cause.

That support has played an 
important role in shaping 
the work she continues to do 
today. Living far from home 
has strengthened Selmi’s 
commitment to preserving 
and sharing Palestinian cul-
ture. In diaspora, she told  Al 
- Qalam, the importance of 
holding on to one’s roots be-
comes even more profound.

This commitment led to 
the creation of ZaytoonZA, 
a cultural initiative Selmi 
co-founded with her close 
friend, Manar Shanqiti. 
What began as a small ef-

fort to support Selmi’s fam-
ily in Gaza during difficult 
circumstances gradually 
evolved into a growing plat-
form that connects South 
Africans with authentic Pal-
estinian cultural products.

The initiative also main-
tains a direct link to Gaza 
through Selmi’s sister, 
Iman, who assists with pre-
paring and promoting items 
from there. In this way, Zay-
toonZA serves not only as a 
small business but also as 
a bridge between Gaza and 
South Africa.

Today, the online store of-
fers more than 200 Palestin-
ian products, including tra-
ditional embroidered items, 
scarves, bags, accessories 
and other pieces inspired 
by Palestinian heritage. 
Through art, craftsmanship 
and cultural storytelling, 
Selmi believes these tradi-
tions can continue to flour-
ish even far from their place 
of origin.

Art, she told Al-Qalam, is 
a universal language capa-
ble of communicating the 
stories of a people across 

cultures and borders. Each 
embroidered design, each 
pattern and each handmade 
piece reflects a narrative 
of heritage, resilience and 
pride.

Despite living far from 
Gaza, Selmi remains deeply 
connected to her homeland. 
Through constant commu-
nication with her family 
and through initiatives that 
provide support to them, she 
continues to play an active 
role in their lives. She hopes 
that people in South Africa 
and around the world come 
to understand that Gaza is 
more than the images of de-

struction often seen on tele-
vision screens. It is a place 
where families raise chil-
dren, where communities 
celebrate culture and where 
people continue to dream of 
a better future. Through her 
work as an educator, artist 
and cultural advocate, Selmi 
is determined to keep those 
stories alive.

In doing so, she reminds us 
that even in the most diffi-
cult circumstances, hope 
can take root – much like 
the enduring olive tree that 
has long symbolised the 
strength of the Palestinian 
people.

Eid Mubarak
     ا      و  ��

May Allah accept from us and from you.
From our family to yours, we pray that this blessed day brings 

peace, joy and barakah into your home.

May Allah reward you for your compassion
and continued support in serving those in need.
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By Sana Ebrahim

As Eid al-Fitr ap-
proaches, fam-
ilies begin pre-
paring for one 

of the most joyful days 
on the Islamic calendar. 
Alongside the traditional 
sweets, new clothing and 
perfumes exchanged during 
the celebration, many peo-
ple are also seeking gifts 
that carry deeper meaning. 
Ottoman-inspired Islamic 
art offers one such option, 
blending spirituality, heri-
tage and craftsmanship into 
pieces that can be treasured 
for years.

Occupational therapist and 
Ottoman art practitioner 
Nazeemah Soomar believes 
that traditional Islamic art 
holds a special place in cel-
ebrating occasions such as 
Eid.

Traditional Turkish art 
dates back many centuries 
and reached a peak during 
the Ottoman era. Artists 
used natural pigments de-
rived from minerals and 
plants, along with delicate 
applications of gold leaf. 
These meticulous tech-

niques helped many historic 
works survive for genera-
tions and remain preserved 
in museums today. Ottoman 
illumination and calligraphy 
formed part of the wider tra-
dition of Ottoman book arts. 
These techniques were used 
to decorate Qur’anic manu-
scripts, official documents 
and artistic panels, often 
featuring intricate patterns 
and elegant floral motifs.

For Nazeemah, Ottoman art 
carries meaning far beyond 
decoration.

“Ottoman art is a labour of 
love,” she explains. “It re-
flects love for Allah’s words 
and for the beauty Allah cre-
ated in nature.”

Calligraphers carefully 
write sacred texts or mean-
ingful phrases, while illu-
mination artists frame the 
words with balanced de-
signs and stylised florals. 
The result is a composition 
that reflects harmony, a cen-
tral principle within Islamic 
artistic tradition.

Historically, Islamic art 
appeared in several forms, 
including architecture, func-

tional objects such as tiles or 
vessels, and decorative art-
works. Across these forms, 
beauty was regarded as an 
essential element of life.

“Islam encourages balance, 
harmony and goodness,” 
Nazeemah says. “Beauty 
reflects Allah’s nature and 
helps create peaceful spac-
es.”

Nazeemah’s love for art be-
gan early, although opportu-
nities to explore it were lim-
ited during her school years.

“In the early 1990s there 
was very little exposure to 
the arts in our communi-
ties,” she recalls. “Art was 
often seen as something low 
on the ladder in terms of ca-
reer choices.”

Despite this, her passion 
endured. Over time, her ap-
preciation for art deepened 
alongside her spiritual jour-
ney.

“Art became a way of rec-
ognising Allah’s beauty,” 
she told Al-Qalam. “It also 
reflects one of Allah’s attri-
butes, Ya Khaliq, the Cre-
ator.”

For Nazeemah, gifting Is-
lamic art during this time 
offers an opportunity to re-
connect with cultural and 
spiritual heritage.

“In many places we do not 
live in societies where Is-
lamic culture is dominant,” 
she says. “For centuries we 
have often looked to the 
West for artistic inspiration. 
Reviving traditional Islamic 

arts helps us rediscover our 
own heritage.”

Calligraphy holds a par-
ticularly important place 
within Islamic tradition. 
The Qur’an itself referenc-
es the pen, highlighting the 
significance of knowledge 
and writing. 

Receiving a handmade art-
work can therefore carry 

both spiritual and emotional 
meaning, she added.

“A piece of art created by 
hand builds a connection. 
It brings harmony into the 
home and the heart of the 
person receiving it.”

“Art has lasting value,” 
Nazeemah says. “It is like a 
bouquet of flowers that nev-
er fades.”

Ottoman art makes meaningful Eid gifts
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Mahomed Zahir Haniff, the 
first South African pharma-
cist to enter Gaza since the 
start of the genocide, shares 
his experience working in-
side Nasser Hospital, writes 
Azra Hoosen.

The first t ime 
Mahomed Za-
hir Haniff heard 
a bomb fall in 
Gaza, he was 

standing in Fajr Salah.

Just hours earlier, the New-
castle pharmacist had ar-
rived at Nasser Hospital in 
Khan Younis on January 
20th as part of a two-week 
medical volunteer rotation. 

Then the ground shook.

Haniff told Al-Qalam how 
terrifying it was: “Every 
bone in my body just vibrat-
ed. I didn’t know whether I 
should turn and run, whether 
to read my Kalimah or fin-
ish my Salah. I had no idea 
what to do.”

Yet no one moved.

The Imam continued re-

citing, while everyone re-
mained steady. “That’s 
when I realised how normal 
this had become for them. 
I couldn’t understand how 
anyone could get used to 
the sound of bombs,” Han-
iff said.

Yet within two weeks, he 
did. But what he never got 
used to was what came next. 
“Half an hour to 45 minutes 
later, you get an influx of 
patients. Those are the ones 
who survived and were able 
to make it to the hospital. 
The rest go straight to the 
morgue,” he recalled.

That is when his healthcare 
experience and knowledge 
kicked in – he put his heart 
and soul into saving lives in 
a war zone, working close-
ly with medical teams at 
the hospital. “I conducted 
clinical ward rounds in the 
ICU with doctors, consult-
ed patients in the fast-track 
unit similar to South Af-
rica’s primary healthcare 
clinics, managed chronic 
medication in the medical 
wards and assisted in the ER 
(emergency room),” he said. 

Haniff’s journey to Gaza 
began almost by accident. 
Last September, he saw 
a call on social media for 
medical volunteers and sub-
mitted an application with-
out much expectation. He 
applied for the voluntary 
service through a US-based 
NGO, Gift of Disability Al-
leviation (GODA). Months 
passed. Then, in December, 
an email arrived asking if he 
could deploy in January.

Zero hesitation – he said 
yes. However, entry into 
Gaza was not guaranteed. 
Haniff explained that volun-
teers had to travel to Jordan 
and wait for final clearance 
from authorities. Approval 
came only the night before 
crossing the border. “If your 
name isn’t approved, you 
simply go home,” he said.

Nasser Hospital

The scale of the humani-
tarian crisis was impossible 
to ignore. “Burns over 45 
percent of the body, bullet 
wounds, broken bones, you 
name it, we were seeing it. 
From two-year-olds to the 

elderly,” he explained.

Many patients arrived af-
ter the bomb blasts. Others 
came in with sniper wounds. 
But the cases involving chil-
dren left the deepest scars. 
“You see the videos online 
– fathers running into the 
emergency room carrying 
their child and screaming 
for help, but when you’re 
the one standing there and 
that child is handed to you, 
it’s completely different,” he 
said.

In one case, a young boy 
arrived paralysed after 
shrapnel severed his spinal 
cord. His home had been de-
stroyed and eleven members 
of his family had been killed 
in the same strike. “How are 
you supposed to deal with 
something like that?” Haniff 
questioned.

Despite shortages of medi-
cine, failing equipment and 
overcrowded wards, with 
tents erected outside for 
additional patients, he says 
the hospital staff continued 
working with remarkable 
ingenuity and faith.

For him, the experience 
revealed something deeper 
than the devastation of war.

Despite everything, life 
simply continues: “People 
are not sitting there feeling 
sorry for themselves. Every 
single day, they are rebuild-
ing, helping others. The 
children are playing. Madra-
sas are continuing in tents. 
Their level of Tawakkul and 
resilience is something we 
have a lot to learn from.”

Haniff was amazed that the 
Fajr jamaat in a tent was just 
as full as Jumu’ah. “Every-
where you look, people are 
reading Quran. Even the 
children playing outside are 
reciting,” he said.

Haniff said the people of 
Gaza showed extraordinary 
generosity: “They never al-

lowed us to do anything for 
ourselves. Not even make a 
cup of tea.”  

He returned to South Africa 
around 5th February with a 
completely different outlook 
on life.

Despite the trauma he wit-
nessed during his just over 
two weeks of service, Haniff 
said that the experience has 
only deepened his commit-
ment to humanitarian work.

When asked if he would 
return to a war-torn region 
again, he told Al-Qalam 
that he had finally found his 
calling.

Haniff is already planning 
his next deployment: “I’m 
hoping to return to Gaza. If 
that doesn’t work out, I want 
to head into Sudan.”

KZN pharmacist returns from 
Gaza with newfound purpose

     LOCAL NEWS
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By Ebrahim Moosa

On 25 February 
2026 – 7 Ra-
maḍān 1447—
South Africa 

lost one of its most con-
sequential and visionary 
Muslim figures. Suliman 
Mohamed Ghoor, fondly 
known to all as “uncle 
Solly” of Vryburg, who 
passed away in Johannes-
burg at the ripe age of 93.

Businessman, philan-
thropist, and a tireless 
patron of Islamic educa-
tion at home and abroad, 
he left behind a legacy 
that few could match and 
almost none would have 
kept so quietly.

He was born on 29 Sep-
tember 1932 in Ranavav, 
a village set in the Khatia-
var Peninsula of Gujarat, 
India. Ranavav is today 
a small town of some 
160,000 souls situated 
roughly 15km from Por-
bandar – the birthplace of 
Mahatma Gandhi, who 
himself had spent forma-
tive years in South Africa 
as a lawyer. This geog-
raphy of coincidence is 
fitting. The region’s peo-
ple are also known as 
Memons, a community 
with a distinct Gujarati 
dialect and culture that to-
day constitutes an impres-
sive and influential global 
diaspora. From such roots 
grew the Ghoor family’s 
story in South Africa.

The family ancestor, 
Cassim Abdulla Ghoor, 
was a farmer in Ranavav. 
He had two sons: Dada 
Cassim (DC) Ghoor and 
Mohamed Cassim (MC) 
Ghoor, whose mother 
died when the latter was 
just two months old. It 
was DC Ghoor who first 
made the crossing from 
India, arriving in South 
Africa at the tender age 
of ten in 1888, where he 
worked for a merchant. 
His younger brother MC 
Ghoor followed, also ar-
riving at age ten, spending 
a few months in Dundee, 
then Pretoria, before join-
ing his brother in Vryburg 
in 1898. MC Ghoor was 

Suliman Ghoor’s father.

Their destination, Vry-
burg, was itself a place 
of layered histories. Once 
the capital of the short-
lived Boer Republic of 
Stellaland (1882–1885), 
and then the capital of the 
British Crown Colony 
of British Bechuanaland 
(1885 –1895), Vryburg 
was later annexed to the 
Cape Colony and is now 
part of the North West 
Province. Its population 
in the 19th century num-
bered 18,082 residents. 
Into this remote but his-
torically charged town, 
DC and MC Ghoor were 
drawn by a network of 
Memon families also 
from Ranavav. The broth-
ers alternated their stays 
between South Africa 
and India for several de-
cades: while one kept the 
family hearth in Ranavav, 
the other worked in South 
Africa. In 1903 they for-
malized their presence, 
opening a general dealer 
partnership trading as DC 
Ghoor in the downtown 
area next to Vryburg’s 
Grand Hotel.

MC Ghoor continued 
his crossings. In 1933, he 
brought his wife and five 
children to Vryburg, the 
youngest of whom was 
Suliman, who was then 
barely a year old. Suliman 
began his schooling in the 
town but could not ad-
vance beyond the primary 
stage: apartheid’s brutal 
logic barred him from the 
only white high school, 
and no high school ex-
isted for non-whites. Cir-
cumstances thus pressed 
him into the family busi-
ness. DC Ghoor and his 
brother MC dissolved 
their partnership in 1935. 
MC Ghoor then renamed 
the departmental store 
MC Ghoor & Sons but 
died five years later at the 
age of 52. Suliman Ghoor 
was only eight years old, 
and his older siblings as-
sumed responsibility. 

Eventually Suliman 
joined them and later 
took charge, specializ-
ing over the decades in 
clothing, curtaining, fab-
rics, flooring, applianc-
es and furniture. In the 
1970s the Group Areas 
Act forced the business 
out of the downtown area 
toward the edge of what 
is today’s central business 
district. There it contin-
ues to flourish, serving a 
Vryburg which has now 
grown to 90,000 resi-
dents and functioning as 

a regional hub for a vast 
farming and mining hin-
terland.

Through the success of 
his business and the force 
of a sterling character, 
Suliman Ghoor gained 
recognition far beyond 
the Memon circles of 
South Africa. From seven 
to 10 Muslim families in 
the 1880s, Vryburg had 
grown to over a thou-
sand Muslims, hosting a 
mosque whose committee 
Suliman Ghoor chaired 
at the time of his death. 
Yet modesty and self-ef-
facement were his most 
distinguished marks. He 
would never disclose the 
extent of his own gener-
osity. The most he would 
ever say – and I witnessed 
this firsthand – was “our 
family helped out a bit,” 
words offered as encour-
agement for others to 
give. What he withheld 
was that his contribution 
was almost always the li-
on’s share of any project 
he took to heart. He was 
among those who spent 
his wealth according to 
the Qurānic teaching, 
“secretly,” fully reassured 
that his reward is with his 
Lord (Q 2:274). This, 
too, is the teaching of an 
authentic ḥadīth: giving 
with the right hand such 
that the left hand does not 
know what the right hand 
gives.

His public engagement 
with Islamic life was no 
less devoted. In the 1970s 
he became active in the 
Muslim Youth Move-
ment of South Africa, 
which hosted important 
international figures and 
made a vital contribu-
tion to Islamic aware-
ness in the country. He 
was especially moved 
by the Pakistani Islam-
ic scholar and preacher 
Mawlānā Fazlur Rahman 
Ansārī (d. 1974) and by 
the Lebanese-American 
biochemist and Islamic 
preacher Dr. Ahmed Sakr 
(d. 2015), who advanced 
the cause of halal cer-
tification in the United 
States. Suliman Ghoor 
was also a regular mem-
ber and contributor to 
the Quranic Study Circle 
in Vryburg. And he was 
deeply engaged with the 
South African National 
Zakah Fund (SANZAF), 
a premier Muslim faith-
based socio-economic 
welfare and development 
organization.

His legacy is most in-
delibly marked by two 

major projects. He had a 
close personal relation-
ship with the physician 
Dr. Imtiaz Suliman, the 
founder of the global-
ly reputed NGO Gift of 
the Givers (GOTG). It 
was Suliman Ghoor, to-
gether with Dr Haroon 
Tayob and an established 
network of friends, who 
urged Dr. Imtiaz Suliman 
to commit himself fully 
to relief work. GOTG is 
today known as the unof-
ficial “fourth arm of the 
state” in South Africa: a 
hyper-efficient, non-gov-
ernmental disaster relief 
organization that routine-
ly arrives at crisis zones 
faster than the govern-
ment itself, both at home 
and abroad.

The second project was 
the founding of the Is-
lamic Academy of South 
Africa. In 1989, Suliman 
Ghoor and his network 
of donor friends formed 
the Academy and en-
dowed, in perpetuity, 
two academic positions 
at the University of Cape 
Town (UCT): a junior 
lectureship and a full lec-
tureship. The Academy 
also supported smaller 
ventures at other South 
African universities. It 
was an act of institutional 
vision, executed with the 
quiet determination that 
characterized everything 
he did. 

After a national search, 
the inaugural hires for 
these two positions were 
Professor Abdulkad-
er Tayob, a graduate of 
Temple University, USA, 
appointed as lecturer, and 
me as the junior lecturer. 
In his tribute, Tayob – 
now emeritus professor of 
Islamic Studies at UCT—
noted “Uncle Solly’s” 
unique, quiet and under-
stated manner: a busi-
nessman with a deep so-
cial commitment. Tayob, 
who knew him through 
family networks and lat-
er worked closely with 
him, added: “Uncle Solly 
represented a long line of 
visionaries in South Afri-
ca that committed them-
selves to its current crop 
of vibrant institutions, be 
it mosques, schools, or 
colleges. May that line 
not disappear. We need 
people like him, more 
than ever in our world.”

Without that endowment 
of the Islamic Acade-
my embodying Suliman 
Ghoor’s vision, I often 
wonder what alternate 
trajectory my career 

would have taken, were it 
not for the opportunity he 
and his committed group 
of friends created for two 
South African scholars. 
Whatever contribution 
we make will always be 
indebted to his act of so-
cial benevolence and to 
the contributions of his 
colleagues in the Islamic 
Academy. We will never 
know for certain, but I 
carry an informed hunch 
that when additional 
fundraising for these po-
sitions slowed, Uncle 
Solly and his network of 
friends quietly covered 
whatever remained – ask-
ing nothing, saying less. 
The Muslim tradition is 
very explicit in the teach-
ing of the Prophet, (SAW) 
who said: “Whoever in-
augurates a good practice 
shall obtain its reward – 
as well as the reward of 
those who act upon it af-
ter the one who started it, 
without diminishing their 
reward.”

Suliman Ghoor was also 
deeply drawn to Islamic 
Sufism and the tradition 
of self-purification. In the 
1990s he and his brothers 
sponsored the translation 
into English of the works 
of Shaykh Abd al-Qādir 
al-Jīlānī (470–561 AH 
/ 1077–1166 CE), the 
world-renowned Persian 
scholar, preacher, and 
founder of the Qādiri-
yya Sufi order. Through 
his patronage, several 
volumes were translat-
ed by Muhtar Holland 
and published, bringing 
this treasure of Islamic 
spiritual writings to new 
generations of readers. 
Shaykh Saʿdullah Khan, 
the Chief Executive Offi-
cer of Islamia College in 

Cape Town, also a native 
of Vryburg, but never a 
permanent resident after 
his childhood, recalled 
“Uncle Solly as a kind 
and pleasant man with a 
heart of gold.” Endear-
ing in his soft-spoken 
nature, Khan recalls con-
versations with Suliman 
Ghoor about translations 
of significant Islamic lit-
erature. It is during these 
“sittings at his home,” 
Khan said, “that I realized 
the remarkable insight of 
this quiet, unassuming 
man from a small town 
who had this incredible 
passionate interest in 
enlightening people the 
world over.”

All Suliman Ghoor’s 
siblings had prede-
ceased him. He is sur-
vived by two children – 
Bashyr and Asima – five 
grandchildren, and one 
great-grandchild. A mid-
dle son, Samir, died in a 
tragic accident in 1990. 
With the passing of this 
great South African fig-
ure, all communities are 
the poorer. Yet none more 
so than South Africa’s 
Muslim community, for 
which he was a pillar, but 
whose height was large-
ly invisible to those who 
stood under its shelter.

His munificence has in-
fected time itself, making 
it generous, though time, 
were it not for him, would 
be a miser. 
— Abū al-Ṭayyib al-Mu-

tanabbī (d. 354/965)

*Ebrahim Moosa is the 
Mirza Family professor 
of Islamic Thought and 
Muslim Societies at the 
University of Notre Dame 
in the USA.

Remembering Suliman Mohamed Ghoor
29 September 1932 – 25 February 2026
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OPINION

The History of Political Islam in Iran

By Ayesha Omar 

On 28 Febru-
ary 2026, the 
United States 
and Israel en-
tered an illegal, 

immoral and reckless war 
against the Islamic Republic 
of Iran. The decision was not 
compelled by necessity but 
by hubris: the claim to uni-
versal political legitimacy 
and the belief that non-com-
pliant regimes could be 
dismantled by force. Even 
in Western criticism of the 
latter, the former persists, as 
a subtle colonial reflex, they 
read the present dangerous 
war with Iran as a deviation 
from modernity, from ratio-
nality, from some imagined 
norm of political progress. 
What is especially lost in 
this mode of analysis is a 
proper engagement with the 

theoretical underpinnings 
of Iranian revolutionary po-
litical thought, that which 
binds the intellectual archi-
tecture of its political order 
and sustains its durability. 
The Islamic Republic is a 
political formation with its 
own history, its own inter-
nal logic, and an intellectual 
genealogy that runs deeper 
than most Western com-
mentary has cared to trace. 
Understanding what politi-
cal Islam in Iran actually is, 
genealogically, conceptual-
ly, and historically, matters 
precisely because it is a sys-
tem far more embedded than 
that which can be dissolved 
by any single intervention.

The revolution that over-
threw Mohammad Reza 
Shah in 1979 was the culmi-
nation of decades of opposi-
tion to a regime synonymous 
with corruption, repression, 
and dependence on Western 
power. The Pahlavi state had 
been restored by the CIA 
and MI6-orchestrated coup 
of 1953, which removed 
the elected Prime Minister 
Mohammad Mosaddegh. 
It governed through the 
SAVAK secret police and 
systematically eliminated 
political opposition across 
the ideological spectrum. 

By the 1970s, nationalists, 
communists, Islamists, and 
liberal constitutionalists 
had converged not around a 
shared vision of what should 
replace the Shah, but around 
a shared conviction that his 
rule was illegitimate.  The 
revolution was broad pre-
cisely because that illegit-
imacy was felt across class 
and ideology. It was also, as 
the scholar Eskandar Sade-
ghi-Boroujerdi has argued in 
Revolutions and its Discon-
tents (Cambridge University 
Press, 2019), the product of 
an ideologically plural intel-
lectual formation, drawing 
on clerical jurisprudence, 
Marxist sociology, Third 
Worldist anti-colonialism, 
Shia theology, and Persian 
literary culture. 

To reduce it to a single ide-
ology, whether called fun-
damentalism or theocracy, 
is to misread the intellectual 
history on which its institu-
tions were built. Once the 
Shah fell, the question of 
which current would define 
the new order was settled, 
rapidly, by force. Two fig-
ures above all had shaped 
the intellectual terms of that 
contest: Ruhollah Khomeini, 
whose juristic reconception 
of clerical authority provid-

ed the revolution’s institu-
tional architecture, and Ali 
Shariati, whose synthesis of 
Islamic theology and Third 
Worldist anti-colonialism 
gave it its most powerful 
popular idiom.

Khomeini and the 
juristic tradition

Ruhollah Khomeini’s cen-
tral theoretical contribution 
was velayat-e faqih, the 
guardianship of the Islamic 
jurist. This was not a return 
to tradition but a decisive 
rupture within it. 

Traditional Twelver Shia 
political theology had coun-

selled quietism: during the 
occultation of the Hidden 
Twelfth Imam, the faqih 
might exercise limited del-
egated authority in judicial 
and social matters, but di-
rect governance was another 
question entirely. 

S A V O U R I E S  A T  I T ' S  B E S TS A V O U R I E S  A T  I T ' S  B E S T
REEZA'S FOODSREEZA'S FOODS

Eid Mubarak
May Allah bless you and your family
with endless joy, good health, and
prosperity. May He accept your
fasting, prayers, and good deeds,
and grant you a life filled
with peace and happiness.

▪ Laudium- Shop 9, Ebrahim Centre,190 Bengal Street Laudium  ▪ Tel: 012 374 4024
▪ Lenasia- Shop 3 Robin Square 117 Robin Road,Lenasia Ext 1  ▪ Tel : 011 854 6652
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Khomeini’s lectures at Na-
jaf in early 1970, later pub-
lished as Islamic Govern-
ment (Hukumat-i Islami), 
made a radical claim: that 
in the Imam’s absence, the 
most learned jurist must not 
merely advise but rule, and 
that this was not an inno-
vation but a recovery of Is-
lam’s original political log-
ic. However, no Shia thinker 
before him had explicitly ar-
gued that only senior clergy 
had the authority to govern 
the state nor the corollary 
that previous monarchies 
were illegitimate.

Khomeini’s intellectual for-
mation was itself deeply lay-
ered. Trained in both juris-
prudence and mysticism, 
he engaged philosophical 
traditions stretching back 
through centuries of Shia 
thought. The broader cur-
rents of twentieth-century 
Sunni political Islam also 
shaped the Iranian revolu-
tionary milieu. A young Ali 
Khamenei, later to become 
Supreme Leader, translated 
the Egyptian thinker Sayy-
id Qutb’s work into Persian 
in 1967. Qutb’s arguments 
for Islamic sovereignty and 
against both Western liberal-
ism and Soviet communism 
were arguably absorbed and 
reworked within a specifi-
cally Shia and specifically 

Iranian framework.

What emerged was a pe-
culiar and novel political 
architecture: juristic author-
ity embedded over elected 
institutions, while retaining 
republican forms, elections, 
parliament, and presiden-
cy, that gave the system its 
claim to popular legitima-
cy. The 1979 constitution 
was not the codification of 
a pre-existing consensus but 
the political victory of one 
current within a plural rev-
olutionary moment.

Shariati and the intel-
lectual left of Islam

Ali Shariati represents a dif-
ferent strand of the revolu-
tion’s intellectual genealogy, 
no less important for having 
been partially absorbed and 
partially suppressed after 
1979. A sociologist trained 
in Paris in the 1960s, Sha-
riati worked at the intersec-
tion of anti-colonial theory, 
Marxist sociology, and Shia 
theology. He was the princi-
pal theorist of Islamic Third 
Worldism: the argument that 
Islam, properly understood, 
was a liberation ideology 
capable of articulating the 
struggle of the mostazafin, 
the oppressed, against impe-
rialism, capitalism, and colo-
nial modernity. The Quranic 
term mostazafin became his 
rendering of Frantz Fanon’s 
les damnés de la terre, the 

downtrodden, a concept he 
wove throughout his lectures 
and writings.

Those lectures, delivered at 
the Hosseiniyeh Ershad in 
Tehran and later transcribed 
into some fifty pamphlets 
and booklets, captivated the 
educated youth of the 1960s 
and 1970s precisely because 
they refused the choice be-
tween secular modernism 
and clerical conservatism. 
His speech “Red Shiism/
Black Shiism,”  delivered in 
1971, distinguished between 

the true Shiism of Ali, char-
acterised by martyrdom, 
resistance, and agency, and 
the Safavid institutionalisa-
tion of religion as mourning 
ritual, a quietism that served 
entrenched power. He was 
openly anticlerical, deeply 
suspicious of the clerical es-
tablishment as guardians of 
an inherited Shiism that had 
evacuated its own emanci-
patory content. Shariati died 
in 1977, before the revo-
lution he helped generate. 
His intellectual legacy was 
consequently available to 

be selectively appropriated. 
With Khomeini incorporat-
ed some of the political lan-
guage of the mostazafin into 
populist addresses.

The entrenched struc-
ture of political Islam

What these two genealo-
gies together illuminate is 
that political Islam in Iran 
is not a surface ideology 
imposed on an otherwise 
secular society, nor a medi-
eval residue awaiting dis-
placement by modernity. It 
is a form of modern political 
thought emerging from the 
region’s own reformation 
with unique intellectual con-
tours. It is also a form of po-
litical organisation that has 
had close to five decades to 
embed itself in institutions, 
educational systems, mili-
tary structures, and patterns 
of social life. The Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps 
is not merely a military or-
ganisation; it is the organi-
sational embodiment of the 
doctrine that the revolution 
must be protected from 
within. The seminaries of 
Qom are sites where the po-
litical theology of the state 
is continuously reproduced, 
debated, and contested.

The ongoing intellectual 
debates within the Islamic 
Republic, about the scope of 
clerical authority, about the 
relationship between divine 

and popular sovereignty, 
about the role of religion in 
governance, are themselves 
evidence of how the system 
functions. None of this is to 
foreclose questions about 
the system’s past Islamic 
legitimacy or future surviv-
al. It is rather to insist that 
those questions can only be 
correctly purveyed on the 
basis of a serious account 
of what the system actually 
is. Political Islam in Iran is 
not an interruption of Iranian 
history but a chapter within 
it, one produced by specif-
ic intellectual formations, 
shaped by transnational cur-
rents of thought, and institu-
tionalised across decades. It 
will not wither away through 
the logic of modernity, nor 
dissolve under the pressure 
of any single moment of 
conjuncture. Understanding 
it requires taking seriously 
what its architects actual-
ly thought and engagement 
with Iran can only proceed 
by recognising that only the 
Iranians get to choose who 
they want to be.

Dr Ayesha Omar is a Brit-
ish Academy International 
Fellow at SOAS, University 
of London and a Senior Lec-
turer in Political Studies at 
the University of the Witwa-
tersrand. She is the author of 
The Pluralistic Frameworks 
of Ibn Rushd and Abdullahi 
An-Na’im (Cambridge Uni-
versity Press, 2025). 
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We are all well 
aware about 
the rising Is-
lamophobia in 

South Africa. Fuelled by a 
combination of deliberate 
media negative framing of 
Islam and Muslims, Zionist 
linked communities are ac-
tively promoting Islamopho-
bia in pursuance of a political 
agenda.

Wherever you turn, you will 
see negative images of Islam 
and Muslims being portrayed 
in the mainstream media, so-
cial media, in novels and in 
movies etc. These negative 
images of Islam and Mus-
lims are being driven main-
ly by Zionists and Christian 
Zionists. One of the ways to 
counter this negative stereo-
typing and imagery, and as a 
form of soft dawah, is to in-
vite the media to your local 

masjid or musalla to witness 
Iftar and maghrib salaah.  Let 
them witness the universal 
brotherhood, unity and spirit 
of Iftar and Ramadan, and our 
salaah, where people across 
all races and social classes 
break fast together and pray 
next to each other – shoulder 
to shoulder. Invite all me-
dia but particularly the local 
community newspapers, the 
local community radio sta-
tions, podcasts hosts and in-
fluencers, in addition to the 
usual mainstream media. 

In addition, you could also 
consider inviting the local 
religious leaders, head of the 
local police station, princi-
pals of local schools where 
children from the communi-
ty attend, community leaders 
and local councillors. Let one 
or two musalees be appoint-
ed to chaperone the guests 

and guide them along, do-
ing soft dawah.  No amount 
of preaching can substitute 
the visual effects of seeing 
people of all races and social 
classes share Iftar together 
and perform Salah shoulder 
to shoulder.

SAMNET encourages ev-
eryone to try their best to 
Google your local reporters, 
your local newspapers, radio 
stations etc in each of your 
areas no matter how small 
or how large your Masjid or 
your Musallah is, and invite 
them to the beauty of Islam.  
Keep it apolitical; just focus 
on ‘breaking bread together’ 
– consider the same for Eid 
salah whether at Eidgah or 
musjid.

South African Muslim 
Network (SAMNET)

Durban

 Dear Minister 

Subject: Inquiry Regarding 
Immigration, Residency, 
and Citizenship Applications 
from Israeli Nationals 

I am writing to request 
clarification and trans-
parency from the De-
partment of Home Af-

fairs concerning the growing 
influx of Israeli citizens en-
tering South Africa, partic-
ularly in the Western Cape. 
This matter raises public 
concern, especially given 
ongoing reports of human 
rights violations committed 
by the Israeli Defense Forc-
es (IDF) in Gaza and the 
Occupied Palestinian Ter-
ritories, and the possibility 
that individuals involved in 
or supportive of such actions 
may be seeking residency or 
citizenship in South Africa. 

Given South Africa’s strong 
constitutional commitment 
to human rights and its con-
sistent stance in support of 
international humanitarian 
law, it is important that due 
diligence is applied in all 
immigration and citizen-
ship applications involving 
individuals who may have 
served in, or been associated 
with, military or intelligence 
bodies accused of violations 
of international law.

To this end, I respectfully 

request that the Department 
provide responses to the fol-
lowing questions: 

1. How many Israeli citi-
zens or people coming from 
Israel have applied for South 
African residency, work per-
mits, permanent residence, 
or citizenship over the past 
five years? 

2. How many of these appli-
cants hold dual or multiple 
nationalities in addition to 
their Israeli passports? 

3. What specific back-
ground checks does the De-
partment conduct on such 
applicants to determine pri-
or or current military service 
in the Israeli Defense Forces 
(IDF) or associated security/
intelligence institutions? 

4. How does the Depart-
ment ensure compliance 
with South Africa’s domes-
tic laws and international 
obligations, particularly 
where applicants may have 
been involved in actions 
constituting human rights 
abuses or violations of inter-
national humanitarian law?

5. Are there any mecha-
nisms to coordinate with the 
Department of International 
Relations and Cooperation 
or the National Prosecuting 
Authority in assessing ap-
plications that may raise hu-

man rights concerns? 

It is common cause that all 
able bodied adults in Isra-
el serve in one form or the 
other in the greater Israeli 
Defense Force and would 
have served and participat-
ed in the Occupation and  
enforcement of a host of UN 
declared illegal activities 
in the Occupied Territories 
of Palestine  and Gaza., in-
cluding, but not limited to, 
killing and injuring unarmed 
Palestinians, destruction and 
/or illegal seizure of Pales-
tinian homes, crops and pos-
sessions, illegal arrest and 
torture of Palestinians.  

These same people are, es-
pecially during the past two 
years, increasingly entering 
our country and being sped 
through the normal bureau-
cratic processes at DHA and 
hastily given work permits 
etc to speed up their pres-
ence in our country, not-
withstanding the fact that 
they would have perpetrated 
human rights abuses in oc-
cupied Palestine. 

Relevant Legal Framework: 
The following provisions of 
South African law provide a 
framework for this matter: 

South African Citizen-
ship Act 88 of 1995

Section 6(1)(b): Provides 

that the Minister may refuse 
or revoke citizenship if the 
applicant has been convict-
ed of an offence which, if 
committed in South Africa, 
would constitute a serious 
criminal offence. 

Section 8(1)(a): Allows for 
deprivation of citizenship if 
the individual has conduct-
ed themselves in a manner 
seriously prejudicial to the 
interests of the Republic. 

Immigration Act 
13 of 2002

Section 29(1)(a): Declares 
any person who is or has 
been a member of an orga-
nization or group advocating 
the practice of racial hatred 
or social violence as a “pro-
hibited person”. 

Section 29(1)(b): Excludes 
from entry any person who 
has committed, ordered, 
incited, assisted, or partici-
pated in the commission of 
crimes against humanity, 
war crimes, or genocide as 
defined in international law. 

Section 30(1)(c): Identifies 
a person as “undesirable” if 
they have been convicted of 
serious offences or conduct 
inconsistent with South Af-
rican values and law. 

These sections clearly em-
power the Minister and the 

Department to exercise 
discretion and ensure that 
individuals associated with 
violations of human rights, 
including those potentially 
arising from IDF service, 
do not obtain residency or 
citizenship status in South 
Africa. 

South Africa’s Constitution, 
under Section 7(2) , further 
obliges the State to “respect, 
protect, promote and ful-
fil the rights in the Bill of 
Rights,” including the rights 
to equality, dignity, and life. 
Granting residency or citi-

zenship to people implicat-
ed in human rights abuses 
could therefore contradict 
the spirit and obligations of 
our Constitution. Given the 
sensitivity and gravity of 
this issue, we respectfully 
request that your department 
furnish a written response 
addressing the above que-
ries, including any relevant 
statistics or current policy 
frameworks guiding such 
applications. 

Yours faithfully 
Faisal Suliman 

Chairperson SAMNET

Across South Afri-
ca, the most ur-
gent struggles—
land occupations, 

housing crises, collapsing 
social services, and the fight 
against gender-based vio-
lence—are not being led by 
political parties or unions. 
They are being driven by 
the subaltern: the margin-
alised and excluded who 
live daily with the violence 
of capitalism. These move-
ments, from shack dwellers 
to community advice cen-
tres, are not the product of 
party programmes. 

They are born of necessity, 
of lived experience, and of 
survival. Yet when tradi-
tional left parties intervene, 
they often fall into what can 
be called a triple entrap-
ment: economism, statism, 
and partyism. They cling to 
outdated vanguardist mod-
els, assuming revolution is 
a mechanical outcome of 
economic contradictions, 
led by professional cad-
res under the auspices of 
a vanguard party. In doing 
so, they risk suffocating 
the grassroots energy that 
keeps resistance alive. 
What is needed is a pol-
itics that listens. Instead 
of treating communities 

as raw material for party 
agendas, the left must rec-
ognise that the subaltern are 
not passive victims of his-
tory but active makers of 
it. The struggles for land, 
water, food, and dignity 
are not simply economic 
demands—they are acts of 
reclaiming humanity.

Examples abound. Gauteng 
Housing Crisis Committee 
land occupations and grass-
roots-based socioeconomic 
development initiatives, 
the popular education and 
advocacy work of Zabala-
za Pathway Institute, and 
ILRIG’s counter-hegemon-
ic research show us what 
grassroots socialism looks 
like in practice: survival 
treated as a collective right, 
not a commodity. These 
initiatives embody coop-
erative economics, mutual 
aid, and participatory de-
mocracy. 

The challenge now is to 
weave them together into a 
sustained, strategically in-
formed challenge to capital.
Organisations such as the 
South African Communist 
Party, Socialist Party of 
Azania and Zabalaza An-
archist Socialist Front must 
redefine their roles. Their 

task is not to capture move-
ments into party hierarchies 
but to act as shields, ampli-
fiers, and allies. The ZACF 
can promote anarchist prin-
ciples of horizontalism and 
mutual aid. SOPA can con-
nect Black Consciousness 
and African communal 
traditions to modern Marx-
ist Humanism. The SACP, 
with its nationwide reach, 
can defend grassroots 
movements from repres-
sion while re-anchoring its 
programme in local culture 
and cooperative initiatives.

If the left is to remain rel-
evant, it must abandon the 
prophet model and embrace 
the pedagogy of listening. 
Revolution cannot be im-
posed from above; it must 
be cultivated from below, in 
kitchens, neighbourhoods, 
and community assemblies.

The focus should not only 
be on capturing the state but 
also on building communal, 
cooperative, and demo-
cratic forms of life. South 
Africa’s grassroots move-
ments are already showing 
us the way. The question is 
whether the left will learn 
to follow.

Mphutlane wa Bofelo

Counter Islamophobia & promote 
dawah by inviting media for Iftar 
and Eidgah 

Revolution cannot be 
imposed from above; it must 
be cultivated from below’ 

SAMNET to minister: ‘Why are dodgy Israelis 
being fast-tracked into SA?’
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We Collect: Zakaat Sadaqah Lillah

Feed a Community

Provides Iftaar and 
Suhoor to hundreds of 
people.

R 20 000

South Africa, Palestine, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Lebanon, Afghanistan, 
Morocco, Senegal, Chad, Mali, Niger, 
Guinea Bissau, Mauritania, Syria, Somalia, 
Rohingya, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Uganda, 
Lesotho, Yemen, Nigeria

R 1900
Grocery Hamper

Feeds a family for the 
duration of Ramadaan. 
- Includes a Blanket

R 140
Iftaar/Suhoor Box

Feeds an individual for 
Iftaar and Suhoor

R 80
Fitrah, Kaffarah, Fidyah

AMA wishes you a blessed
Eid Mubarak

R 2500

Eid Gift for an 
Orphan
Clothing, food, toys, 
and gifts

amasa@iafrica.com
email.

+27 11 834 8685/6/7
head office.

+27 81 030 8241  
24hour number.

africamuslimsagency.co.za

connect.

 Standard Bank
 Africa Muslims Agency

acc no.061565253
branch code. 051001
reference. Ramadaan 

 FNB
 Africa Muslims Agency NPC

acc no. 63155297708
branch code.  256055
reference. Ramadaan  
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OPINION

WAR ON IRAN - Holding Three 
Opposing  ideas

By Ebrahim Rassol 
(Former Ambassa-

dor to the USA)

F Scott Fitzgerald held 
that one of the signs 
of a first-class mind 

was the ability to hold 
two opposing ideas in one 
head. The complexity of 
the current geo-political 
situation globally probably 
requires our minds to hold 
at least three contradicto-
ry and opposing ideas at 
the same time if we are to 
navigate and make sense 
of the world today, espe-
cially the Middle East as 
the theatre of conflict. 

What We Know

What most citizens of the 
world increasingly know 
as true is that a genocide is 
being perpetrated against 
the Palestinian people, 
their lands occupied, and 
their prospects for a state 
diminishing. They know 
that Israel is the perpe-
trator, and the USA is the 
enabler with arms and per-
mission. Furthermore, it is 
becoming quite clear that 
diplomatically South Af-
rica and the Hague Group 
are holding them account-
able in the ICJ, but also 
that Iran in the neighbour-

hood is the only country 
providing resistance and 
support militarily to the 
Palestinians through prox-
ies. 

We also know that much 
of the neighbourhood is 
tied to Israel and the USA 
through the Abraham Ac-
cord – signed or unsigned 
– and therefore, have tied 
their long-term future, eco-
nomically, to the west. We 
also know that the USA 
has maintained hegemo-
ny over the world with a 
combination of hard pow-
er (military) and soft pow-
er (aid and trade), but that 
the supremacism of Trump 
has shifted to domination 
– cutting all aid, imposing 
tariffs, threatening allies 
and enemies alike, and 
effecting a regime change 
agenda.

Consequently, Trump is 
accelerating geo-political 
shifts from USA unilater-
alism (dictating the glob-
al agenda) to a cautious 
multi-polarity (the emer-
gence of multiple poles 
of influence) that could 
eventually see a multi-lat-
eralism (contesting poles 
of power). Following re-
gime change in Venezuela, 
it was always going to be 
Iran’s turn next. 

At Israel’s behest, and 
combining with the USA, 
they attacked Iran and 
assassinated its Supreme 
Leader expecting that this 
would achieve the pri-
mary objective of regime 
change beyond false pre-
texts like nuclear weapons, 
democracy for Iranians, 
and an imminent attack on 
the USA.

Managing the dilemma

Iran’s response - its resil-
ience, strategic choices, 
and operational capability 
- created confusion and a 
dilemma. Public opinion 
alternated between mo-
ments of clarity (it’s wrong 
to attack without provoca-
tion and rules); moments 
of confusion (why is Iran 
attacking other Muslim 
countries); and moments 
of division (are they even 
Muslim). Such moments 
become moments of stra-
tegic, ethical, and theolog-
ical dilemma. 

A first-class mind must 
have the ability to weigh, 
sift, sequence, and prior-
itise multiple opposing 

ideas and beliefs, using 
tools from ethical and stra-
tegic frameworks: discern-
ing the lesser of two evils; 
distinguishing crime from 
sin, the domain of the hu-
man from the divine; per-
missibility as default while 
impermissibility needs 
proof; choosing the easier 
rather than the difficult; 
and avoiding undue suspi-
cion. How does this play 
out currently?

Dilemma One – is this 
a cosmic battle be-

tween good and evil?

Iran is not the unadulter-
ated force for good and its 
practices often dubious. 
It has been shaped by a 
combination of historical 
experience and ideolog-

ical zeal.  Historically, 
when it went democrat-
ic under Mossadegh, a 
USA-led coup re-installed 
a brutally despotic Shah; 
when it won liberation in 
1979, it was subjected to a 
western-inspired, region-
ally supported destructive 
war conducted by Sadd-
am; ever since it has been 
sanctioned and isolated; 
and whenever it negotiat-
ed (the Nuclear Deal) the 
USA reneged. 

History shaped Iran’s 
zeal: ideology under siege 
reinforces victimhood, and 
victimhood engenders to-
talitarianism; totalitarian-
ism controls freedoms and 
rights, difference and di-
versity; and thus, surveil-
lance and security are the 

antidotes to uprisings and 
regime change agendas. 

The first-class mind can 
absorb this dilemma be-
tween historical injustice 
and totalitarian injustice. 

But the first-class mind 
must also be capable of 
understanding that the 
architect of the historical 
injustice cannot own the 
right to be the custodian 
of what it has subverted 
in Iran (democracy, rights, 
and freedom), in the Arab 
Spring, what it by-passes 
in the neighbourhood of 
Iran, and how it perpe-
trates the genocide of the 
Palestinians. 

Continued on page 15

Wishing The Ummah  Eid Mubarak.

29 Morewood Rd, Clare Estate, Durban
Office Hours - 031 269 2240  |  Cell - 082 651 1811

sheiksww@gmail.com  |  www.sheikswireworks.co.za

E S T  1 9 7 4

GATES BALUSTRADESCarports, Pergolas,
Mezzanine Floor,
Steel Staircase,
Security System

Razor Wire & Spikes
General Wrought

Iron Works

Slide  |  Swing

www.mym.za.org |  Tel: (031) 306 2011  |  Email: kzn@mym.za.org

DONATE
TODAY

 

ZAKAAT
Muslim Youth Movement 
No. 2 Account
First National Bank - Durban
Branch Code: 220926
Account No.: 5083 1855 695

LILLAH 
Muslim Youth Movement
General Account
First National Bank - Durban
Branch Code: 220926
Account No.: 5083 1855 033

PBO Number: 93001 8636

The Muslim Youth Movement aims to inspire, equip, and nurture 
young leaders with strong Islamic values, fostering growth through 
education, social development, and leadership initiatives. By building 
a foundation of faith, integrity, and resilience, we prepare the youth 
to navigate modern challenges while upholding the principles of 
Islam, ensuring a dynamic and prosperous future for all.
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OPINION
Continued from page 14

The first-class mind de-
fends Iran’s sovereignty 
and reduces its siege AND 
advances its people’s claim 
to democracy, rights, and 
freedoms.

Dilemma Two – why 
attack the Arab 
Muslim lands?

The Arab States have a co-
nundrum: they are no match 
for Israel militarily because 
the USA does not sell them 
weaponry superior to what 
Israel is provided, and for 
which Israel does not have 
an antidote; in a world ac-
celerating to a post-fossil 
fuel energy regime, oil and 
gas may have a century to 
go, and will not sustain them 
unless they are fast-tracked 
into a post-oil world by 
the USA through its proxy, 
Israel. Therefore, the com-
bination of military power-
lessness and economic de-
pendence has frog-marched 
them to the Abraham Accord 
with Israel.

This conundrum leads to 
a trade-off. The Abraham 
Accord carries the seeds of 
both realism and betrayal: 
realism recognises Israel as 
fact in the Middle East, but 
betrayal gives Israel silence 
amidst genocide. Realism 
sees the urgency of a post-
oil economy, while betrayal 
allows the USA to have mil-

itary bases in Arab lands; 
and realism now means such 
bases are only realistically 
against Iran, but betrayal im-
plicates the one housing the 
aggressor in war. Therefore, 
when Iran’s military defence 
is founded on attacking both 
the direct aggressors (USA 
and Israel) and their bases in 
‘neutral’ Arab lands -wheth-
er the military base itself, 
the fuel and other supply 
lines, or the accommodation 
housing evacuated soldiers, 
then Iran’s strategic calculus 
says to the Arab lands: call 
off your masters otherwise 
we all go down together.

The first-class mind has 
sympathy for collateral 
damage of innocent citizens 
and infrastructure, and the 
consequent instability and 
choking of oil through the 
strait of Hormuz. It will 
have an impact on all of us. 
But these should have been 
in the calculus of the aggres-
sor, not the responsibility of 
the defender facing an exis-
tential threat. The first-class 
mind can well comprehend 
that you cannot house the 
aggressor and expect some-
one you barely tolerated as 
Muslim to act in a spirit of 
Muslim solidarity.

Dilemma Three – are 
Iranians even Muslim?

Only when Iran responded 
by attacking USA bases in 
Arab lands, did we see the 

mobilization of some of 
their clergy: they mobilized 
historical anti-Shia stereo-
types (cursing of compan-
ions, how they pray, their 
belief system) and encour-
aged the idea of excommu-
nication from Islam. This 
was for the consumption of 
the Muslim masses. At home 
they counted the costs of a 
strategic error of housing the 
USA military. 

Hysteria for the masses, 
strategic recalculation for 
the leadership. Only when 
Iran attacked the Arab lands 
did we hear the fervent 
prayers for protection of 
Muslim lands, while no real 
fervour in praying for an end 
to genocide, for the deaths 
of 180+ girls at a school in 
Iran, or for an end to US-Is-
rael aggression in the month 
of Ramadan.

A first-class mind can be 
bewildered or dismayed by 
aspects of Shia theology but 
be content to leave the final 
judgement to the Divine. 
It will wonder why there 
would be public pronounce-
ments of the Shia being 
non-Muslim, but the same 
people issue Haj and Umrah 
visas for Shias, especially if 
the holy precincts are barred 
for non-Muslims. A first-
class mind will compare the 
silence of the majority in the 
face of Palestinian genocide 
with the punishment of Iran 
and the emasculation of its 

3-H proxies (Hamas, Hez-
bollah, and the Houthis) and 
ask: who else is defending 
Palestine? Ultimately, a 
first-class mind can dismiss 
sectarian rhetoric to under-
stand how the USA-Israel 
war is strategically reshap-
ing the Muslim world into 
zones of domination and 
extraction. 

Quo Vadis?

Indeed, a first-class mind 
must sift and weigh the 
dilemmas and conclude: 
firstly, rules must always 
apply, because its opposite 
– impunity – is what makes 
might right and the world a 
jungle; secondly, there is no 
neat delineation of good and 
evil, but rather the lesser of 

two uncomfortable choices 
– who is the constant perpe-
trator and who the occasion-
al? who is the historical vic-
tim? and who has the moral 
authority to advise regarding 
rights, freedom and democ-
racy. 

Thirdly, if Iran is destroyed, 
who else lies outside the 
hegemonic consensus that 
could inspire and assist re-
sistance at the frontlines 
with Israel when the neigh-
bourhood is tied into the 
Abraham Accord; fourthly, 
is this not the time for the 
Abraham Accord to argue 
that USA military bases and 
co-operation with Israel’s 
defence is a fundamental 
compromise as well as a 
magnet for endangering the 

Arab lands, and should end; 
and finally, if Iran’s battle for 
survival means inviting the 
USA to engage, not merely 
from the air, but in a ground 
war of blood and mud, the 
world would experience 
another Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Vietnam, while unleash-
ing the next generation of 
armed and trained militias. 
A first-class mind is root-
ed in values, has ultimate 
strategic objectives, and is 
tactically astute, sometimes 
prioritizing some objectives, 
delaying others, and co-ex-
isting uncomfortably with 
yet others.

Ebrahim Rasool is the for-
mer premier of the Western 
Cape and former Ambassa-
dor to the US

Share the 
PERi-PERi

Eid Mubarak
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25 Peter Road, Springfield Park (off Inanda Rd.)
Tel: 031 577 0202/6

By Al-Qalam Reporter 
& Al Jazeera

The United Ula-
ma Council of 
South Africa has 
condemned the 
recent closure of 

Masjid Al-Aqsa which it 
warned was aimed at con-
solidating “Israeli control 
over Islamic holy sites in 
Al-Quds”.

“Our eyes must remain un-
waveringly fixed on Masjid 
al-Aqsa, with relentless fo-
cus and awareness, and we 
must urgently escalate both 
physical mobilisation and 
spiritual action, together 
with duā, during this sa-
cred climax of Ramadan. 
This belligerent closure will 
not—and cannot—be toler-
ated.

“UUCSA commends South 
Africans who planned to 
travel to Al-Aqsa for salāh 
and itikāf—may Allah still 
facilitate your journey and 
accept your intention, and 
recompense you for any 
losses. May He swiftly re-
open the Masjid, filling it 
without restrictions, and 
grant the Ummah the bless-
ing of ṣalāh in Al-Aqsa, free 
from occupation”.

Meanwhile, Qatar, Jordan, 
Indonesia, Turkiye, Paki-
stan, Saudi Arabia, Egypt 
and the United Arab Emir-
ates have condemned Isra-
el’s continued closure of the 
Al-Aqsa Mosque during the 
Muslim holy month of Ra-
madan for the 12th consec-
utive day.

In a statement published 
on Wednesday, the foreign 
ministers of the eight Arab 
and Islamic countries said 
Israeli restrictions on Pal-
estinian access to the old 
city of Jerusalem and its 

places of worship constitut-
ed a “flagrant violation to 
international law, including 
international humanitarian 
law, the historical and legal 
status quo, and the princi-
ple of unrestricted access to 
places of worship”.

“The Ministers affirmed 
their absolute rejection and 
condemnation of this ille-
gal and unjustified measure, 
as well as Israel’s contin-

ued provocative actions at 
Al-Aqsa Mosque / Al-Ha-
ram Al-Sharif and against 
worshippers. They stressed 
that Israel has no sovereign-
ty over occupied Jerusalem 
or its Islamic and Christian 
holy sites,” the statement 
read. 

The statement added that 
the entire area of Al-Aqsa 
Mosque was “exclusively” 
for Muslims and that the 

Jerusalem Endowments and 
Al-Aqsa Mosque Affairs de-
partment, affiliated with the 
Jordanian Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs, is the 
“legal entity with exclusive 
jurisdiction”.

“The Ministers called on 
Israel, as the occupying 
Power, to immediately cease 
the closure of the gates of 
Al-Aqsa Mosque, remove 
access restrictions to the 

Old City of Jerusalem, and 
refrain from obstructing 
Muslim worshippers’ ac-
cess to the mosque,” the 
statement said, calling on 
the international community 
to compel Israel to stop its 
“ongoing violations”. Israe-
li forces have imposed strict 
restrictions on worshippers 
and access to the Old City, 
citing “security” measures 
as a result of the ongoing 
war against Iran. But the 

Palestinian Ministry of For-
eign Affairs on Wednesday 
said the continued closure 
emphasised the policies 
were a “blatant violation of 
Palestinian rights”, the Pal-
estinian news agency Wafa 
reported. Hamas has also 
condemned the continued 
closure and said on Tues-
day that it sets a “dangerous 
historical precedent” and 
a “blatant violation” of the 
freedom of worship.

SA join Muslim countries to 
condemn Israeli closure of Al-Aqsa

     LOCAL NEWS
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Isipofu
Mabheleni
Marianridge
Umzumbe
Kwapata
Ngcobo
Umlazi
Zilweleni
Amandawe
Hombe

Mgezwa
Ndimbaneni
Mcwabantsasa
Mfazazana
Khayelitsha
Maboloka
Mthimde
South Beach
Flagstaff
Machinga-Malawi 

IDM FEED-THE-FASTING PROGRAMME IS CONDUCTED IN OVER 
50 TOWNSHIPS MUSJIDS FOR OVER 20 YEARS, ALHAMDULILLAH

+27 31 304 6883
www.idmsa.org
+27 639 123 948

dawah@idmsa.org

CONTACT US

Donate Online

Islamic Dawah Movement
Standard Bank
Account No: 052991180
Branch Code: 044126
Ref: Ram26/Cell no.
Section 18A Available
Donate Online

ACCOUNT DETAILS

The Prophet
Muhammad (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said:
 "The best of you are

those who feed
others."

 (Abu Dawood)

IDM Extends Eid Mubarak
Greetings to the Ummah

Let IDM put
your Zakaah,

Lillah,
Sadaqah,

Fitrah,
Kaffarah &

Fidya to work
while you earn

the Sawab!

As we celebrate the joy of Eid-ul-Fitr, we thank Allah for the blessings of
Ramadan. IDM invites the community to share the joy of Eid by helping feed a
community or support a masjid, ensuring that families in need can celebrate

with dignity. May Allah accept our fasting and charity. Eid Mubarak.

SCAN TO
DONATE

1 meal cost 
100 meals cost 
250 meals cost 

R30
R3000
R7500

Hampers
1 hamper cost 
10 hampers cost
50 hampers cost 

R250 
R2500
R12500

Meals

This RamadanIDM is planning to print 5,000 additionalcopies for each language, so that no home, nomadrassah, and no new Muslim is left withouta copy they can understand and connect with.
R100 = 1 QUR’AN

R�00 = � QUR’AN


R1�000 = 10 QUR’AN


R100 = 1 QUR’AN
R500 = 5 QUR’ANS

R1,000 = 10 QUR’ANS

By Azra Hoosen

The UKZN Mus-
lim Students As-
sociation (MSA) 
hosted a mass iftar 

at the Howard College Ja-
maat Khana recently which 
brought together over 130 
students from across campus 
to break their fast in a setting 
that reflected the spirit and 
etiquette of Ramadan.

The event itself had long 
been part of the MSA’s plans 
but had not been organised 
in recent years.

MSA UKZN Westville 
Chairperson, Hafidh Ebra-
him Vaid, told Al-Qalam that 
a reminder from a recent Ju-
mu’ah speaker about the vir-
tues of hosting a mass iftar, 
and the importance of unity 
within the Muslim commu-
nity, ultimately inspired or-
ganisers to prioritise it.

The intention behind the 
gathering was clear: to fos-
ter unity among students. 
“One of the foundational 
principles of Islam is the 
concept of brotherhood and 
belonging to one ummah,” 
said Vaid.  

While mass iftars on cam-

puses are sometimes criti-
cised for becoming purely 
social events, the organisers 
were deliberate about main-
taining an environment root-
ed in Islamic practice. MSA 
UKZN Westville Vice Chair-
person, Abdullah Khan, said 
that the venue had separate 
entrances and facilities for 
brothers and sisters.

Khan explained that the 
evening was structured to 
keep the focus firmly on the 
spiritual significance of the 
month. With naseehat and 
talks delivered by Moulana 
Ismail Moosa and Moulana 
Junaid Kharsany, while stu-
dents also marked the com-
pletion of a Qur’an khatam 
and participated in a col-
lective dua before breaking 
their fast.

Maintaining modesty and 
boundaries was also a key 
priority for organisers. “Our 
Prophet (PBUH) said mod-
esty is part of faith. As the 
hosts of this event, it was our 
responsibility to ensure that 
this article of faith was up-
held. A few members stood 
guard and ensured no one 
lingered outside the gather-
ing,” explained Vaid.

He noted that students from 

different cultures, back-
grounds and age groups 
attended: “At a time when 
there are many challenges 
and disruptions taking place 
around the world, it is espe-
cially important for Muslims 
to strengthen their bonds 
with one another and stand 
together in unity.”

For many students studying 
away from home, Rama-
dan can feel very different 
from the warmth of family 
iftars. One attendee said the 
gathering offered students 
a sense of comfort and be-
longing: “Being away from 
home is already a signifi-
cant adjustment and during 
Ramadan, many students 
feel that distance even more 
strongly. Breaking fast with 
other Muslim students feels 
comforting. It becomes like 
a family away from our own 
families.”

An attendee noted that the 
presence of over a hundred 
students shows that the Mus-
lim community at UKZN 
is active, supportive and 
strongly connected: “It was 
really good to see a large 
number of Muslims together 
– a reminder of the strength 
of this ummah.” The event 
also quietly opened the door 

for dawah. Non-Muslim 
students were invited to at-
tend and experience Rama-
dan alongside their Muslim 
peers. 

“Ramadan is not only 
about fasting, but also about 
showing good character 
and hospitality. Some of 
the non-Muslim students 
even chose to fast with their 

friends in solidarity or out 
of curiosity. They seemed 
to enjoy the experience and 
were comfortable. We hope 
to encourage more to attend 
in future,” said Vaid.

The MSA team hopes they 
left with a better understand-
ing of Ramadan and the wel-
coming spirit of the Muslim 
community.

Vaid noted that the evening 
was a reminder that many 
young Muslims are search-
ing for spaces where they 
can remain connected to 
Islam while navigating uni-
versity life.

The organisers now hope 
the mass iftar will become a 
regular Ramadan tradition at 
the university.

MSA students host mass Iftar at UKZN
     LOCAL NEWS
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MAKE A 
TAX-DEDUCTIBLE  

DONATION 
TODAY >>

Eid
As we celebrate the joyous occasion of Eid, we extend 
our warmest greetings and best wishes to all of you on behalf 
of our Directors, Management and Students. Eid is a time of 
togetherness, compassion, and unity, and we are grateful to 
have your support in our mission of education and social upliftment.

As we come together to celebrate Eid, let us renew our commitment 
to creating change. Let us continue to work hand-in-hand to empower 
and uplift those in need and foster a brighter future for our children. 
We are proud to have you as our partners in this noble endeavor, 
and we look forward to your continued support in the days to come

031 309 1445 admin@assalaam.co.za

INTERNATIONALNEWS

With Eid around the corner, 
thousands are scratching 
around to put something on 
the table. Middle East Eye 
reports.

As the US-Is-
rael war on 
Iran began last 
week and Ga-
za’s crossings 

were shut, panic has spread 
through the densely popu-
lated enclave, raising fears 
of a famine returning. Pal-
estinians rushed to markets 
to stock up on essentials, as 
soaring prices and shortag-
es of key items, particular-
ly vegetables, signalled the 
impact of the closures.

Gaza depends almost en-
tirely on border crossings 
for the entry of food and es-
sential goods, meaning any 
sudden closure is quickly 
reflected in local markets 
and household budgets. For 
Ibrahim Madoukh, a father 
of eight from al-Sahaba 
neighbourhood in Gaza City, 
the price surge has already 
begun to affect his family’s 
fragile livelihood.

Since the October ceasefire, 
Madoukh has been selling 
falafel from a small stall to 
support his family. Demand 

had been steady, he said, 
largely because he kept his 
prices low. But rising ingre-
dient costs have forced him 
to increase prices, while 
customers - many already 
struggling financially - are 
buying less.

“The economic situation in 
Gaza has been deteriorating 
since the war,” Madoukh 
said. “Many people can no 
longer afford what is avail-
able in the market.”

After hearing about the 
crossing closures, Madoukh 
rushed to buy supplies be-
fore they disappeared. In-
stead, he found markets 
crowded with residents try-
ing to do the same.

The price increases were 
immediate and dramatic. A 
kilogram of onions that once 
cost three shekels (around 
$1) now sells for 15 shek-
els (around $5). Cooking oil 
has jumped from 5 shekels 
(around $1.5) to 13 (around 
$4), while the price of pars-
ley has risen eightfold.

“Traders say prices are ris-
ing because the crossings are 
closed and supplies are run-
ning out,” he said. Madoukh 
has already been forced to 

raise the price of his falafel 
from two pieces for 1 shekel 
to one piece for 2 shekels.

Even so, many families still 
cannot afford it.

“Before the crossings 
closed, displaced children 
sometimes came to my stall 
asking for falafel because 
they were hungry and had 
no money,” he said. “I used 
to give it to them, but now 
I can’t. I’m already losing 
money.”

Israel closed all crossings 
into Gaza last Saturday, halt-
ing the movement of people, 
aid and goods, shortly after 
the war with Iran began.  
The Karem Abu Salem 
crossing with Israel was par-
tially reopened on Tuesday, 
allowing limited entry of 
fuel and humanitarian aid, 
while other crossings, such 
as the Rafah border with 
Egypt, remain shut. 

The UN has called for more 
crossings to reopen to scale 
up humanitarian support, 
particularly as many NGOs 
in the Strip face restrictions.

Metres from Madoukh’s 
falafel stall, Ahmed al-Shou-
baki, 39, was stocking up on 

supplies for his family. Car-
rying a large bag filled with 
tins, tahini, ghee, spices and 
olive oil, he carefully asked 
a vendor about the price of 
sugar. 

 “Since the crossings closed 
on Saturday, I’ve been go-
ing to the market every day 
to buy whatever I can and 
store it at home,” Shoubaki 
told Middle East Eye. 

“My wife and I agreed to 
keep the staples like flour, 
cooking oil, and canned 
goods untouched, buying 
only daily necessities from 
the market while they last.”

Before the Israeli genocide 
in Gaza, Shoubaki worked 
as a painter, but shortages 
of materials forced him to 
switch careers. He opened 
a small food stall selling 
kebab and grilled chick-
en, which he had to close 
last month due to declining 
sales.  

His story mirrors the expe-
rience of thousands of Pal-
estinians in Gaza who have 
lost their livelihoods as en-
tire sectors have ceased op-
erating. “The economic situ-
ation in Gaza has collapsed. 
There is no work, so no one 

can cope with rising pric-
es,” he said. “When I heard 
about the (Iran) war, I spent 
more than $1,000 – almost 
all my savings – buying sup-
plies to last a month. I don’t 
know how I’ll manage later, 
but I had to do it. My chil-
dren cried from hunger last 
Ramadan; I can’t let that 
happen again.” Shoubaki 
condemned the suffering 
imposed on Gaza, which 
he says has no role in the 

Iran-Israel conflict. “Why 
must Gaza pay the price for 
wars it’s not involved in? 
Our lives are already hell 
from siege, destruction, and 
hunger. 

“Death would be more mer-
ciful than living through this 
continuous suffering. I fear 
the crossings will remain 
closed for a long time, and 
our suffering will only con-
tinue.”

Panic in Gaza as food shortages return 
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Fruit Jelly Cups

• 3 cups milk

•  1 tsp china grass powder / falooda powder

• 1/2 tin condensed milk or to taste

• 1 big tin Nestle cream

• 2 cans fruit cocktail (Checkers brand) 

drained

• 1 can strawberries drained

INGREDIENTS:

Recipe and image courtesy of recipes_by_ayesha, 
shared via the Facebook page “Friends Who Like 
Kitchen Queens” by Rashida Habib

Which ingredient is used to 
help set the milk mixture in 

the above recipe?

WIN WITH AL-QALAM

Congratulations to 
our October National
Competition winner

 

Email your answer to admin@alqalam.co.za or WhatsApp us at 074 399 8576

 Maheera Saib
@Al-Qalam @alqalam_newspaper @AlQalam20 

[Newlands West, Durban]  

|  MARCH NATIONAL COMPETITION

Ayesha Vawda, Harrismith

to our February  National Table 
Pride Foods Competition WinnerEnter our competition now to stand a chance to win a 

Table Pride Foods hamper.  To increase your chance of 
winning share our post on Facebook, Twitter and 

Instagram, tag your family and friends and tag the 
Al-Qalam page.

Congratulations

 • Place milk and china grass powder in a pot and 

bring to a boil, stirring all the time.

• Add condensed milk.

 • Mix well and allow to cool.

• Place a spoonful of fruit salad and a few 

strawberries into mini glasses.

• Pour milk mixture over.

• Allow to set in the fridge.

• Top with sliced pista and half a strawberry.

• Serve well chilled

METHOD:

OUR MEGASTORES

WHOLESALE PRICES
DIRECT TO
THE PUBLIC

OF EVERYTHING CHICKEN AND MORE

www.dawood.co.za
@dawood_megastore_gtn | @dawood_megastore_kzn

Chicken

Chicken Products

Fish

Fish Products

Frozen Vegetables

Meat Products

Benoni
011 914 1943
Crown Mines
011 837 4449
Lenasia
011 853 6063

Polokwane
015 297 7366
Rustenburg
014 594 2492
Nelspruit
013 752 3500

Maydon Wharf
031 305 1724
Briardene
031 940 5788
Pietermaritzburg
033 940 1178
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|  MARCH NATIONAL COMPETITION

Ayesha Vawda, Harrismith

Wishing 
You a Blessed

eid-al-fitr

WESTERN CAPE:  GREEN POINT - TABLE VIEW - SANDOWN - VREDENBURG - KENILWORTH - RETREAT - CAPE GATE  - BELLVILLE DURBANVILLE  -  KUILSRIVER - PAARL - SOMERSET WEST - WORCESTER - GEORGE
EASTERN CAPE:  BEACON BAY - VINCENT  -  WILLIAM MOFFETT  •  FREE STATE: BLOEM TOWERS

2 Ply
250
Sheets

single 
R39.99

Buy 3 Buy 3 
Jumbo Kitchen Jumbo Kitchen 

TowelsTowels

6 pack single
R59.99

Buy 2Buy 2
Microfibre ClothsMicrofibre Cloths

- DISHWASH LIQUID- DISHWASH LIQUID
- AMMONIATED CLEANER- AMMONIATED CLEANER
- REG BLEACH  - REG BLEACH  

Buy all 3Buy all 3
5L Mambo Cleaner5L Mambo Cleaner

350ml

Buy 6Buy 6
Drinking GlassesDrinking Glasses

Buy 8Buy 8
Drinking GlassesDrinking Glasses

Buy Any 2Buy Any 2
Oven to Table DishesOven to Table Dishes

200ml

OnyxOnyx
Heavy Duty Heavy Duty 

Catering ChairCatering Chair

45L45L
Rough ToteRough Tote

RR6969 RR179179RR9999

RR9999 RR9999

RR9999 RR9999

RR9999

• GAUTENG:  ALBERTON - MIDRAND  •   PRETORIA: CASTLE GATE • IRENE

Head Office: 021 911 5555   •   mambos.co.za

HEAVY
DUTY FOIL

25M X 440MM

CLING
WRAP
100M X 300MM

RR189189

RR135135

  Buy 2Buy 2

single R109.99

single R79.99
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FEATURE

In a recent interview with 
media personality Tucker 
Carlson, the US ambassa-
dor to Israel Mike Hucka-
bee remarked that it would 
be ‘fine’ if Israel took over 
lands of the Middle East. 
Sheigh Rafeek Hassen ex-
amines the radical state-
ment.

The US Ambassa-
dor to Israel, Mike 
Huckabee stated 
that God in Gen-

esis 15 in the Bible gave 
the entire land from the 
Euphrates to the Nile to the 
Israelites only. Tucker then 
tells Huckabee that this in-
cludes the entire Middle 
East of today (Iraq, Saudi 
Arabia, Jordon, Egypt etc) 
and Huckabee concludes by 
saying “it will be fine if they 
took it all.” 

 In the past when people 
accused Israel and Zionism 
of having an expansionist 
dream of “Greater Israel” 
they shrugged it off as con-
spiracy theory. Today they 
are openly pursuing this ex-
pansionist agenda with vio-
lence and impunity defying 
all rules of international law.

So, does the bible grant Pal-
estine to Jews only? Let the 

Bible answer this question. 
God promised this land to 
Abraham [P] in Genesis 15-
18 : “To your descendants I 
have given this land, from 
the river of Egypt to the 
great river, the River Eu-
phrates.” 

Abraham [P] had no chil-
dren when this prophecy 
was made, neither were 
the Israelites in existence 
and the Prophecy states I 
will give this land “to your 
descendants ..” plural not 
singular, not one chosen de-
scendent but to all of your 
descendants. 

The first child to be born 
to Abraham [P] was Ish-
mail [P] from his second 
wife, Hagar [P] from Egypt 
whom he married when 
Abraham [P] was 86 years 
old. Genesis 16-3 “So after 
Abraham had been living in 
Canaan for ten years, Sarah 
his wife took her Egyptian 
slave Hagar and gave her to 
her husband to be his wife.”

Concerning the legitima-
cy of Ishmail [P] the Bi-
ble says in Genesis 21-13 
“And also of the son of the 
bondwoman [Ishmail] will I 
make a nation, because he 
is thy seed.”  Which means 

Ismail [P] is the legitimate 
descendent of Abraham [P] 
his first born. The Bible also 
in Genesis 17 – 5 states “that 
Abraham shall be a father 
of many nations” and then 
in Gen 17 – 8 God states 
“And I will give unto thee, 
and to thy seed after thee, 
the land wherein thou art a 
stranger, all the land of Ca-
naan, for an everlasting pos-
session; and I will be their 
God.” This Prophecy was 
made when Isaac [P] was 
not even born – the Israel-
ites were not in existence. 
This land of Canaan, today’s 
Palestine, which was prom-
ised to Abraham [P] and 
his seed. Gen 21-13 quoted 
above verifies that Ishmail 
[P] is the seed/descendant 
of Abraham. 

Genesis 21-3 states that 
Isaac [P], the second son 
from his first wife Sarah [P] 
was born when Abraham 
[P] was 100 years old. So 
according to the above vers-
es both Ishmail [P] and Isaac 
[P] are the seed and descen-
dants of Abraham [P] and 
thus God promised this land 
to both of them and their 
descendants. In addition, 
in Genesis 17 God makes 
a covenant, a prerequisite 
to Abraham [P] that in lieu 

of this all his male descen-
dants shall be circumcised 
and that they should wor-
ship One God only and few 
other conditions. 

However, the descendants 
of Isaac [P] the Israelites 
according to the Bible broke 
their covenant with God 
twice and were expelled by 
God from this land and their 
temple destroyed twice first 
by the Babylonians in 586 
BC then by the Romans in 

70 AD and were scattered 
into the diaspora for over a 
millennium as a punishment 
from God. 

After the Muslim conquest 
of Palestine, Caliph Omar 
allowed the return of the 
Jews/Israelites as they un-
derstood that Jews, Muslims 
and Christians have a com-
mon bond to Abraham [P] as 
Genisis 17-5 predicted that 
‘Abraham [P] will be a fa-
ther of many nations. They 

all lived in harmony for the 
next 1000 years until the 
emergence of Jewish Zion-
ism and Christian Zionism 
emerged claiming Palestine 
exclusively for the Jews 
by military force [in direct 
contradiction to the Bible] 
leading to unending conflict 
till today.

*Sheigh Rafeek Hassen is a 
Founder and Director iiFRi 
(Islamic Interfaith Research 
Institute)

Does Bible grant Palestine only to Jews?

Our customers whether big or small are
 given the best attention and service at all times.

8 Bauhinia Road, Ind.Township, Stanger

Email: yusuf@cantonilounge.co.za

P. O. Box 4701, Stanger 4450
Tel: 032 551 1113 Fax: 032 551 4531. .

Ibn Umar (r.a.) narrates the Nabi (SAW) said: “The place of prayer (salah)
 in religion is like the place of the head in the body.”

Tabarani

Phone: +27-21-638 5137 
Email: info@easipack.co.za 

Sales email: sales@easipack.co.za 
8 Pleasant way,  
Athlone Industria, 
Cape Town, South Africa 
7764 

Manufacturers and Distributors of: 
Plastic – Bags, Tubing, Sheeting Bubble Wrap 
EasiGrip bags (re-sealable bags)  Aerothene 
Polypropylene - Bags, Sheeting Adhesive tapes - Various 
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that sustains dignity, restores hope and creating eternal rewards.

May this blessed day bring  and ppeeaaccee,,  jjooyy
rreenneewweedd  hhooppee to you and your loved ones.

AAWWQQAAFF  SSAA,, FNB ISLAMIC FINANCE
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REVIEW

By Al-Qalam Reporter 

significant new 
scholarly vol-
ume reflecting 
on the enduring 
ethical legacy 

of the Prophet Muhammad 
(SAW) will soon be avail-
able to readers across South 
Africa and beyond. Proph-
et Muhammad (SAW) at 
1500: His Prophetic Leg-
acy, Ethical Vision and 
Contemporary Resonance 
commemorates 1500 years 
since the birth of the Proph-
et (SAW) by exploring the 
continued relevance of his 
message in a world grap-
pling with profound moral, 
social and environmental 
challenges.

The book brings together 
a diverse group of scholars, 
educators, religious lead-
ers and public intellectuals 
who reflect on how the Pro-
phetic tradition continues 
to speak meaningfully to 
contemporary life. Rath-
er than offering a simple 
historical reflection, the 
chapters engage the legacy 
of the Prophet Muhammad 
(SAW) as a living ethical 
inheritance that continues 
to guide reflection on jus-
tice, mercy, dignity, leader-
ship, education and social 

responsibility.

Central to the book is the 
idea of the Prophetic eth-
ical grammar described 
by the contributors. This 
refers to the deeper moral 
framework embedded in 
the life and teachings of 
the Prophet (SAW), which 
continues to shape Muslim 
ethical reflection and prac-
tice. Through this lens, the 
chapters explore how Pro-
phetic guidance can illumi-
nate contemporary debates 
about inequality, violence, 
technological disruption, 
ecological vulnerability and 
the search for moral clarity 
in a rapidly changing world.

While the book is rooted 
in the South African intel-
lectual and social context, 
its outlook is continental, 
global and planetary. The 
contributors place Mus-
lim ethical thought within 
wider conversations about 
justice, public responsi-
bility and the search for 
humane and sustainable 
futures. Through a range 
of perspectives, the volume 
demonstrates how the Pro-
phetic example can inspire 
dialogue across commu-
nities while encouraging 
thoughtful engagement 
with the crises that define 

our age. At a time when 
societies across the world 
face deepening divisions, 
war and genocide, political 
instability, environmental 
pressures and the disrup-
tive effects of digital tech-
nologies and artificial in-
telligence, the book argues 
that the ethical vision of the 
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) 
remains a vital resource for 
reflection and action. His 
teachings on compassion, 
justice, responsibility and 
care offer moral guidance 
for individuals and com-
munities seeking principled 
responses to contemporary 
challenges.

The volume is edited by 
Professor Aslam Fataar, 
a South African scholar 
known for his work on ed-
ucation, ethics and social 
transformation. Alongside 
his academic scholarship, 
he contributes to public in-
tellectual debates and writes 
on Islamic ethics and social 
change. His work explores 
questions of knowledge, 
pedagogy, moral formation 
and public responsibility in 
deeply unequal societies.

P rophe t  Muhammad 
(SAW) at 1500 offers an 
accessible and thoughtful 
contribution for readers 

interested in Islamic eth-
ics, intellectual history, 
education and the place of 
religion in contemporary 
public life. The book forms 
part of the 1500 Prophetic 
Legacy Project, developed 
in partnership with Awqaf 
South Africa. The first of-
ficial launch is planned 
for early April 2026, with 
additional national and in-

ternational launches and a 
symposium on the book’s 
themes also being organ-
ised.  Readers are encour-
aged to watch media and 
social media platforms for 
announcements about the 
launches and related dis-
cussions.

Prophe t  Muhammad 
(SAW) at 1500: His Pro-

phetic Legacy, Ethical Vi-
sion and Contemporary 
Resonance (Prophetic 
Legacy Commission, Cape 
Town) is edited by Prof 
Aslam Fataar and  will 
soon be available through 
Exclusive Books, Takealot, 
Academia Library, Amazon 
and Loot, as well as through 
selected community venues 
and events.

New book on ethical legacy of Prophet (s)

P
rophet M

uḥam
m

ad صلى الله عليه وسلم
 at 1500: H

is P
rophetic L

egacy, E
thical V

ision and C
ontem

porary R
esonance

This volume marks 1500 years since the birth of the Prophet Muḥammad (peace be 
upon him) by reflecting on his enduring ethical legacy and its contemporary resonance. 
Bringing together scholars, educators, religious leaders and public intellectuals, the 
book explores how the Prophetic tradition speaks to the moral, social and planetary 
crises of our time.

The chapters move beyond hagiography to engage the Prophet Muḥammad’s prophetic 
grammar as a living ethical inheritance. They examine themes of justice, mercy, 
dignity, care, education, leadership and responsibility across diverse contexts, including 
Africa, the Global South, and a world shaped by inequality, violence, technological 
disruption and ecological fragility.

Rooted in South Africa yet globally oriented, the volume positions the Prophet 
Muḥammad’s legacy as a resource for ethical renewal, dialogical engagement and 
transformative action. It offers a grounded, reflective and accessible contribution to 
contemporary debates on religion, ethics, education and public life.

A Message of Mercy, Environmental
Awareness and Social Justice

Years of the1500
Prophetic  Legacy:

1447 (AH) | 2025 (CE)

COMMEMORATING

About the Editor

Aslam Fataar is a professor of education and a leading South African scholar of edu-
cational justice, ethics and transformation. His work engages questions of knowledge, 
pedagogy, moral formation and public responsibility in deeply unequal societies.

He is the editor and author of several books, including Searching for Islamic Ethical 
Agency in Post-Aparthied Cape Town: An Anthology (2019), and Cultivating an Ethics 
of Beauty and Excellence in Planetary Times: An Engaged Muslim’s Anthology (2024).
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This volume marks 1500 years since the birth of the Prophet Muḥammad (peace be 
upon him) by reflecting on his enduring ethical legacy and its contemporary resonance. 
Bringing together scholars, educators, religious leaders and public intellectuals, the 
book explores how the Prophetic tradition speaks to the moral, social and planetary 
crises of our time.

The chapters move beyond hagiography to engage the Prophet Muḥammad’s prophetic 
grammar as a living ethical inheritance. They examine themes of justice, mercy, 
dignity, care, education, leadership and responsibility across diverse contexts, including 
Africa, the Global South, and a world shaped by inequality, violence, technological 
disruption and ecological fragility.

Rooted in South Africa yet globally oriented, the volume positions the Prophet 
Muḥammad’s legacy as a resource for ethical renewal, dialogical engagement and 
transformative action. It offers a grounded, reflective and accessible contribution to 
contemporary debates on religion, ethics, education and public life.

About the Editor

Aslam Fataar is a professor of education and a leading South African scholar of edu-
cational justice, ethics and transformation. His work engages questions of knowledge, 
pedagogy, moral formation and public responsibility in deeply unequal societies.

He is the editor and author of several books, including Searching for Islamic Ethical 
Agency in Post-Aparthied Cape Town: An Anthology (2019), and Cultivating an Ethics 
of Beauty and Excellence in Planetary Times: An Engaged Muslim’s Anthology (2024).

CHICKEN

Tender n Tasty

Johannesburg 011 206 0600, Cape Town 021 505 8000, Durban 031 563 3661 www.astralchicken.comFollow us on

CELEBRATING EID WITH GOLDI GOODNESS
From generous platters to family favourites, fill your table with GOLDI and serve meals everyone loves.
Crunchy, hearty or ready in a flash. Great South African Chicken for your Eid celebration.
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Muslim leaders urged to ed-
ucate youth on the real con-
sequences of social media 
misuse, writes Azra Hoosen

As digital plat-
forms continue 
to shape the 
social lives of 
young people, 

the rapid growth of social 
media has introduced seri-
ous risks, particularly for 
those who may not fully un-
derstand that what they post 
or share online could poten-
tially ruin their own lives or 
those of others. 

The South African Muslim 
Network (SAMNET) is urg-
ing Muslim organisations 
and community leaders to 
prioritise education around 
the moral, legal and social 
implications of social media 
misuse.

SAMNET member, Mo-
hamed Kharwa, told Al-Qa-
lam that across communi-
ties, concerns are growing 
around issues such as cyber-
bullying, digital harassment, 
grooming and the creation 
or sharing of manipulat-
ed content like deepfakes. 
While precise figures are 
difficult to determine, avail-
able research suggests the 

problem is widespread and 
growing.

Legal experts have also 
warned that many young 
people do not realise how 
easily online actions can 
lead to serious consequenc-
es.

SAMNET pointed out that 
this was happening with-
in the Muslim community, 
among, by and against Mus-
lim youth.

Kharwa reflected on the 
teachings of digital law spe-
cialist Emma Sadleir, who 
has become a leading voice 
on the risks of online be-
haviour.

In her public talks, Sadleir 
frequently highlights that 
what young people consid-
er jokes, pranks or private 
messages can easily cross 
into criminal territory. Shar-
ing explicit images, partici-
pating in online harassment, 
or distributing manipulated 
content such as deepfakes 
can lead to serious legal 
repercussions. She empha-
sised that digital content 
leaves a permanent trail, 
something many teenagers 
fail to consider in the mo-
ment. For SAMNET, the 

concern is that community 
discussions about social me-
dia often focus on condem-
nation rather than education.

“Many talks, Jumu’ah khut-
bahs and podcasts focus on 
saying social media is bad, 
that people should stay off 
it or delete the apps. It con-
demns the technology but 
doesn’t teach how to use it 
or protect yourself,” he said.

Kharwa said the youth need 
guidance to protect them-
selves from misuse among 
peers and their own actions. 
“The prevailing strategy of 
‘building walls’ and trying 
to ‘isolate ourselves’ from 
the reality is not going to 
work,” he said. 

A major challenge, howev-
er, is that the digital world 
has evolved far more quick-
ly than the ability of many 
parents and educators to 
keep up with it. “Until we 
educate and support parents, 
teachers and community 
leaders, how can we expect 
them to know what to do?” 
he asked. 

Rather than addressing 
incidents only after they 
occur, SAMNET is urging 
proactive engagement to 

equip both youth and adults 
with the knowledge needed 
to navigate the digital land-
scape responsibly.

To address the issue, the 
network has proposed a 
multi-layered initiative 
aimed at strengthening 
awareness and education.

The plan includes a pro-
gramme to “educate the 
experts” by bringing to-
gether specialists in youth 
psychology, law and edu-
cation to develop a unified 
messaging strategy. The ini-
tiative would also involve 
training community-based 
facilitators across different 
regions to deliver consistent 
guidance and support.

Another key component 
would involve workshops 
for parents and educators 
hosted through mosques and 
community organisations, 
helping adults better under-
stand the platforms young 
people use and the chal-
lenges they encounter on-
line. SAMNET also propos-
es a sustained social media 
awareness campaign across 
both digital and physical 
platforms to reinforce re-
sponsible online behaviour 
and highlight potential legal 

consequences. The organisa-
tion believes addressing the 
issue requires a coordinated 
approach involving legal 
experts, psychologists, edu-
cators, community organisa-
tions and youth leaders.

Importantly, the conversa-
tion should not be limited 
to schools or even to youth 
alone. “These problems ex-
ist in universities, workplac-
es and even between adults. 
The youth conversation is 
critical, but broader discus-
sions about responsible dig-
ital behaviour must happen 
in parallel,” Kharwa said.

SAMNET also believes 
addressing these challenges 
should extend beyond the 
Muslim community: “As 

part of a diverse country, we 
have a responsibility to ev-
eryone. Just as we respond 
to hunger or physical hard-
ship, we must also respond 
to social harm.”

Kharwa noted that digital 
abuse affecting any woman 
or young person should be 
treated as a collective con-
cern.

For SAMNET, the goal is 
clear: build awareness be-
fore harm occurs.

“This is about building an 
informed and prepared gen-
eration. We cannot ignore 
the realities young people 
face online. We must equip 
them to navigate it responsi-
bly,” said Kharwa.

‘What you post online could ruin your life’

Mohamed Kharwa
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Zionists have shut the doors 
to Masjid Al Aqsa over its 
war with Iran. Saadia Gani 
recalls her last three Ra-
madans spent at the holy 
mosque.

Th e  g r e e n 
door would 
open quietly, 
and before 
us stood the 
D o m e  o f 
the Rock, 

glowing beneath the Ra-
madan night. For the past 
three Ramadans I walked 
the courtyards of Al-Aqsa, 
feeling the sacredness of a 
place that has echoed with 
prayers for centuries. We 
would share iftar with hun-
dreds of Palestinian fam-
ilies, pray Taraweeh, and 
remain inside the Al-Aqsa 
sanctuary through the night 
until 4 a.m., when the Israe-
li soldiers would reopen and 
we could return to the hotel 
for suhoor.

Then, after Fajr, something 
beautiful would happen. 
Elderly Palestinian wom-
en from the surrounding 
neighbourhoods would form 
Qur’an circles, reading and 
reciting the Qur’an and en-
gaging in Quranic discus-
sion. These circles became 
a form of resistance their 

presence and prayers silent-
ly guarding Al-Aqsa, a tes-
tament that devotion could 
protect what force could not.
Even in these moments, a 
quiet sorrow lingered. Deep 
down, I knew that every 
visit could be my last. Ev-
ery year, the shadow of en-
croachment grew heavier; 
every year, the sanctity of 
Al-Aqsa felt more fragile. 
The presence of those who 
do not belong in Al-Aqsa 
became more apparent. I 
witnessed Jews entering the 
courtyards, permitted to re-
main and pray for hours at 
a time. Last year, this pres-
ence stretched for hours, a 
stark reminder of the shift-
ing realities within our sa-
cred space. And now, with 
the escalation of war in Iran 
and the ensuing closures, 
Al-Aqsa has been silenced 
during the holiest month 
of Ramadan, a time meant 
for worship, reflection, and 
closeness to Allah.

Al-Aqsa now cries, and 
her voice echoes through 
her empty courtyards. It is 
not a loud cry, but a subtle, 
heart-wrenching whisper 
felt in the hearts of those 
who have loved her for gen-
erations. Her tears fall in the 
last ten nights of Ramadan, 
when our hearts are meant to 

be closest to Allah, when de-
votion is meant to illuminate 
every corner of our souls. 
Her cry is a lament for sanc-
tity violated, for the silence 
of the Muslim Ummah, and 
for the interruption of a re-
sistance long woven into her 
walls. She mourns the loss 
of leaders like Ismail Hani-
yeh and Yahya Sinwar, and 
the countless martyrs who 
dedicated their lives to pro-
tecting her. She grieves for 
the suffering of the people 
of Gaza and for those who 
endure life under occupation 
around her sacred walls.

But beyond grief, her cries 
are also a mirror. They re-
flect our own spiritual con-
dition and the state of the 
Ummah fragmented, divid-
ed, and disempowered. For 
centuries, Muslims stood 
as guardians of this sacred 
space, striving for justice, 
sanctity, and freedom. To-
day, as the courtyards and 
surroundings of Al-Aqsa 
echo with absence rather 
than worship, we are called 
to reflect: have we lost touch 
with the essence of our re-
sponsibility?

The liberation of Al-Aq-
sa is not merely a political 
endeavour; it is a spiritual 
imperative. It is a call to up-

hold justice, protect sancti-
ty, and act with courage. Yet 
this responsibility begins 
within. Each tear that falls 
from her sacred stones re-
minds us that our faith, our 
devotion, and our awareness 
are our first instruments of 
resistance.

As we enter the last ten 
nights of Ramadan, let us 
not only seek forgiveness 
and mercy for ourselves but 
also for Al-Aqsa, for her 
sanctity, her preservation, 
and for the countless faith-
ful who have long awaited 
her liberation. Let her cries 

awaken us, not to despair, 
but to devotion; not to res-
ignation, but to resolve. 
May these nights inspire 
reflection on our purpose, 
our faith, and our duty. May 
we honour Al-Aqsa not only 
with words, but with hearts 
committed to justice, sancti-
ty, and courage.

As the last ten nights de-
scend, Al-Aqsa’s cry is not 
merely a lament – it is a call. 
A call to awaken our faith, 
to renew our devotion, and 
to remember the trust that 
rests upon this Ummah. 
Her courtyards may stand 

empty, but her light has 
not dimmed. It lives in the 
prayers of those who re-
member her, in the hearts 
that refuse to forget her 
sanctity, and in the souls that 
rise in the night seeking Al-
lah’s mercy. Al-Aqsa cries 
in these sacred nights and 
her tears ask only that we 
remember our duty, renew 
our faith, and answer her 
call with courage, devotion, 
and unwavering hope.

*Saadia Gani is an attor-
ney with Honors in English 
and Masters in Multi-disci-
plinary Human Rights.

Al-Aqsa cries in the last 10 nights
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