
 Hand it to AMA 
for giving Maksud 
a new robotic arm

Page 2 Page 6 Page 11

Volume 51 | No. 8 | August 2025 |  Rabi ul  Awwal 1447 A.H.
Southern Africa’s Muslim Newspaper

Aunty Mariam’s 
destiny was 

in Islam

See page 3See page 3

Shop O
nline - W

e D
eliver!

UPGRADE YOUR PATIO

Many More Designs &
Styles Available !

Scan to Shop Online | Pictures for Illustration Purposes | T’s & C’s Apply | E & OE | 039 317 3036 | 073 810 0701

D
iam

ond
A

rrow
A

w
ard

W
inner

20
17-2022

Electric’ vibes at 
MYM’s celebration of 

empowerment

‘Act to 
stop SA 

coal 
fueling 
Israel’s 

genocide’



Al-Qalam August 2025 Page 2                                                                                  

LOCAL NEWS

Pictures for Illustration Purposes | T’s & C’s Apply
E & OE | 039 317 3036 | 073 810 0701

Scan to
Shop Online 

Diam
ond

Arrow
Award
W

inner
2017-2023

Many More Designs &
Styles Available !

 BRING STYLE HOME

“From the fountains of the Maloti Mountains.”

AQUA SPRING WATER
Fresh and Revitalising

330ml, 500ml, 1.5L & 5L Plastic
350ml & 750ml Glass

Bottled at the source.
Underberg,

Southern Drakensberg

Contact: 072 367 1410
E-mail: aqua@luckys.co.za

DON’T JUST DRINK WATER,
DRINK AQUA

Lake Glencairn, Underberg
Sani Pass Road,

Southern Drakensberg

Book at stunning private game farm Sani Pass

Book now
directly with us

Bookings: 078 678 6156
E-mail: reception@lakeglencairn.co.za

Website: www.lakeglencairn.co.za

50 Hectare Lake with great
bass & trout fishing.

Stunning chalets with modern
finishes and self catering.

Alpacas, horses, zebra
and more!

Long walks and hiking.

•

•

•

•

By Al-Qalam 
correspondent

When Mak-
sud Dala 
( 3 5 )  o f 
Klerksdorp, 
Johannes-

burg, accidently lost his 
hand while operating a 
mince-making machine, he 
found it extremely difficult 
to do normal things – like 
playing cricket or holding 
up a glass of water.

Now, thanks to the Africa 
Muslims Agency (AMA), 
he now has a new robotic 
limb fitted that allows him 
to live his life as normally 
as possible.

“I can hold a glass of wa-
ter and drink with my right 
hand again. I can hold a 
broom, pick up bread – and 
the best part is I can make 
salaam with my right hand,” 
he said joyfully.

Dala, who currently works 
as a Bolt taxi driver to earn 
a living, said after he lost 
his right hand in the acci-
dent, he found it difficult 

to carry out simple tasks. 
As a right-handed person, 
the impact was immediate 
and difficult. “I couldn’t eat 
properly with my left hand, 
couldn’t write, and couldn’t 
hold things the way I used 
to – I couldn’t lift boxes or 
carry things that needed two 
hands,” he said.

Then one day, a friend for-
warded him a post from Af-
rica Muslims Agency about 
robotic prosthetic limbs that 
AMA was facilitating to 
help the war-wounded in 
Syria and Lebanon. “I called 
AMA to ask whether I could 
get one, and they agreed. To 
be honest, I was like…‘is 
this for real’? Am I going to 
use a hand again?”

Through GRIPP3D, he was 
fitted with a 3D-printed ro-
botic prosthetic arm. Dala 
is now learning to eat with 
a spoon and continues to 
adjust using his new hand. 
“Thank you so much, Dr Jo-
seph, for taking care of me, 
he said.”

Founded in 2010, GRIP-
P3D began after Dr Vin-

cent Joseph visited refu-
gee camps in Lebanon and 
partnered with the Palestine 
Children’s Relief Fund to 
offer cleft lip and palate 
surgeries. After meeting 
Syrian children injured by 
the war, the need for pros-
thetic limbs became clear. 
After a refugee requested 
a robotic limb, GRIPP3D 
evolved from offering basic 
mechanical hands to build-
ing robotic arms using mo-
tors, sensors, and 3D-print-
ed technology.

AMA’s GRIPP3D has also 
delivered robotic limbs 
across various countries, in-
cluding South Africa, Mala-
wi and Turkey.

The response from his 
family and friends has been 
deeply moving. “The day I 
came back with the hand, 
my wife and kids were so 
excited and emotional. They 
were very happy. My friends 
too.”

He’s even thinking about 
returning to a hobby he 
loves. “I want to try and play 
cricket again,” he said with 

a smile.” When asked what 
he would say to the people 
who helped make this possi-
ble, his words were simple: 

Allah is everywhere, but 
you can’t see Him. He sends 
angels – like you guys who 
helped me get this hand. 

JazakAllah so much. May 
Allah reward you and your 
team in this world and the 
hereafter.”

Hand it to AMA for giving Maksud a 
new robotic arm
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In order to embargo ship-
ments of coal to Israel, 
South Africans must stand 
up in their millions, say ad-
vocacy groups. Ismail Sud-
er, reports.

Hundreds staged a 
simultaneous pro-
test action yester-
day outside the 

offices of the Department of 
Trade, Industry and Com-
petition (DTIC) in Pretoria, 
Durban and Cape Town de-
manding our government 
stop selling coal to Israel 
that fuels the genocide in 
Gaza.

The South African BDS Co-
alition, which organised the 
protests, said Israel is one of 
the recipients “of our coal 
which is perpetuating geno-
cide against the Palestinian 
people as well as administer-
ing an apartheid-style state.”

In Durban, Al-Qalam wit-
nessed a protest action on 
the Victoria Embankment 
where dozens of people 
waved flags calling for an 
end to genocide and for 
South Africa not to be com-
plicit. Many motorists hoot-
ed in support. There was 

sizeable police presence. 
An executive of the SA Pal-
estine Movement Saydoon 
Sayed said a memorandum 
would be handed over to the 
management of the DTIC.

Yesh Govender, another 
executive said: “Our coal 
is helping to supply half the 
energy needs of the Israel 
apartheid regime. As South 
Africans, it is our duty, re-
gardless of race, religion 
and language, to stop the 
supply of South African 
coal to an apartheid state. 
We went through apartheid 
and we cannot let our miner-
al resources support another 
apartheid state”, he added.

Govender said activists are 
not in conflict with the SA 
government, they interact 
with it.

He said SA was under pres-
sure from the United States 
and European countries to 
“stop us from our advoca-
cy.” He pointed out that if 
SA was able to show that 
it has the support of its cit-
izens, has the backing, then 
it can impose the coal em-
bargo.
A BDS Coalition spokes-

man said: “As South Af-
ricans, how can we look 
ourselves in the mirror, as 
a nation, as individuals, 
knowing that our mineral 
resources are supporting an 
apartheid state?”

“We are the world’s leading 
experts on apartheid and we 
know about the collective 
trauma we carry as a na-
tion.”, he said.

South Africa’s biggest trade 
union, COSATU had joined 
the ongoing protest action 
to force South Africa to help 
end the genocide. South 
Africa is among the largest 
coal producers in the world.
Glencore, the Swiss mining 
giant ships South African 
coal from the Richards Bay 
Coal Terminal to various Is-
raeli ports. In the first half 
of this year South Africa has 
been the largest exporter of 
coal which goes directly into 
the Israeli electricity grid. 
Since mid-March, Israel cut 
electricity provision to Gaza 
along with a total blockade 
on all humanitarian assis-
tance, food, water and med-
ical supplies. “Fuelling the 
Israeli electricity grid is di-
rectly fueling the Israeli war 

machine committing geno-
cide, destroying all means of 
life for the people in Gaza, 
powering the military de-
struction of towns and refu-
gee camps in the West Bank 
and illegal settlements. Fu-
elling the Israeli electricity 
grid is directly fueling the 
Israeli war machine com-
mitting genocide, destroy-
ing all means of life for the 
people in Gaza, powering 
the military destruction of 
towns and refugee camps 
in the West Bank and illegal 
settlements.”

“It is beyond urgent” said 
Roshan Dadoo, energy em-
bargo campaigner. “Now is 
the time for the South Af-
rican government to heed 
the Palestinian people’s call 
for action. We called on the 
world for boycotts, divest-
ment and sanctions against 
apartheid South Africa. 

People-power pressured 
governments to take action 
that helped us bring down 
the apartheid regime. How 
can we ignore the same call 
on us from the Palestinian 
people as Israel openly de-
clares its intent to commit 
genocide and ethnically 

cleanse the entire popula-
tion?”  

Last year Colombia de-
clared an embargo on coal 
sales to Israel. In July this 
year Colombian President 
Gustavo Petro instituted 
additional measures to en-
sure that the embargo is not 
breached by ordering the 
Colombian navy to intercept 
any ship carrying coal head-
ing towards Israel.  “We call 

on Parks Tau, Minister of 
Trade, Industry and Compe-
tition to show leadership and 
commit to upholding South 
Africa’s international legal 
obligations – DTIC must 
lead in implementing a coal 
embargo and stop our com-
plicity in feeding the Israeli 
electricity grid that fuels the 
genocide, illegal occupation 
and Apartheid Israel’s mili-
tary industrial complex, said 
Dadoo.

Hundreds protest in SA: ‘Why should our 
coal resources fuel Gaza genocide?’
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Grade 6 Pupils of the Orient 
Islamic School in Durban 
have embraced an innova-
tive project called IP News 
Desk that gives kids a taste 
in broadcast journalism, 
writes Azra Hoosen.

If a tween happens to 
thrust a microphone in 
your face for a “com-
ment”, don’t be sur-
prised – he/she could 

be a new breed of broadcast 
journalist currently being 
trained at the Orient Islamic 
School in Durban.

Children as young as 11 and 
13 are stepping into the role 
of anchors, reporters and 
producers, learning lessons 
that go far beyond the class-
room.

Fathima Rajub, OIS Edu-
cator and producer of the IP 
News Desk, told Al-Qalam 
that a few years ago, they 
wanted an innovative and 
creative way to convey the 
news. “Newsletters are usu-
ally the route to go, but our 
school already had a fort-
nightly newsletter. Instead 
of adding more reading, I 
thought, what if we pro-
duced a news broadcast and 
nurtured our learners as an-
chors? That’s how the idea 
of the IP News Desk was 
born,” she said. 

The broadcasts feature 
updates on school activi-
ties, curriculum reminders, 
learner achievements and 
even study tips and Naseeha. 
They are produced with the 
same rigour one might ex-
pect of a professional news-
room. Scripts are drafted, 
checked by language depart-
ments, rehearsed by anchors 
and then edited together by a 
technical team. The final cut 
is shared with parents and on 
social media.

For Rajub, the value lies 
not in polished delivery but 
in the growth of the chil-
dren. “It’s not about per-
fection. It’s about building 
confidence. We sometimes 

add bloopers at the end of 
a broadcast, which every-
one loves. It reminds us 
that these are just 10 – to 
12-year-olds trying their 
hand at something so differ-
ent. It’s seldom done in one 
take, but that’s part of the 
learning,” she said. 

The commitment required 
from learners is no small 
matter. “There are no marks 
involved. This is purely 
voluntary. The kids sacri-
fice their breaks for script 
read-throughs. That’s where 
their commitment comes in. 
We’ve seen children who 
barely spoke at first grow 
in confidence and articulate 
themselves better. Overall, 
it’s been very positive,” Ra-
jub explained.  

Learners themselves are 
discovering the impact of 
their voices. Fareeha Khan, 
12, described how the news 
desk has given them a sense 
of purpose: “This news plat-
form has had a really posi-
tive impact. 

It keeps students and par-
ents informed about import-
ant events, achievements, 
and issues happening in and 
around the school. It also 
gives learners a voice. We 
get to share our opinions 
and stories.”For others, it 
has been an opportunity to 
sharpen their skills. Asma 
Chohan, 11, told Al-Qa-
lam that she takes the role 
seriously: “As soon as my 
teacher gives me the script, 
I practice it, I revise it and I 
do it with someone. I make 
sure I am confident, loud, 
and clear so everyone can 
hear me and I memorise my 
parts properly.” 

Confidence, for many, 
has been the biggest gain. 
13-year-old top sports 
achiever, Akram Mseleku, 
whose presenting skills were 
discovered after featuring as 
a guest, described the ex-
citement of seeing himself 
on screen. “I feel like a ce-
lebrity every time I watch 

myself on the IP news desk. 
My friends and family are 
overwhelmed every time 
they watch me,” he said. 

The skills stretch beyond 
performance. Organisation, 
teamwork and discipline are 
part of the package. “To stay 
organised, I follow a few 
simple steps, make a sched-
ule, set priorities, break big 
tasks into small steps, limit 
distractions, and make time 

for fun and rest,” said Han-
nah Omar, 12. 

Nasiha Alisha, 11, told 
Al-Qalam about the mission 
to get everything right on 
camera: “What I find most 
challenging being part of the 
IP news desk is remember-
ing my lines and not having 
too many bloopers.”

Most of the stories focus on 
school activities, achieve-

ments and upcoming events. 
Rajub said these moments 

of visibility matter. While 
parents receive the broad-
casts at home, they are also 
occasionally screened at 
school assemblies.  

For Rajub, the bigger pic-
ture is about planting seeds. 
“We want to instil respon-
sibility and integrity. More 
than ever, children need to 
develop critical thinking 

skills. If you look at the 
role of media in shaping 
the news, and how alternate 
media has changed the nar-
rative, we have to inspire 
them to think,” she said.  For 
Orient, the result is not just 
a record of school events, 
but a training ground for fu-
ture storytellers. In Rajub’s 
words: “It’s about growth 
and it’s about building a cul-
ture of journalism from the 
ground up.”

‘So…what’s your comment?’ Muslim 
school train journalists as young as 10
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By Fuad Hendricks

This is a story of two 
visually challenged 
brothers, Zakariya 
and his younger 

brother Shuaib Moola. Their 
brotherly love and support 
for each other compensated 
for their blindness.

What was unique about 
them that teaches us so 
many instructive lessons of 
life? They saw the world 
with their hearts and minds.

Their strong belief in Allah 
(God) was informed by what 
they saw with their hearts 
and minds.

But let me focus on Zakari-
ya who sadly transitioned to 
the next world on Monday, 
August 11. He was 47.

The story of Zakariya from 
boyhood to manhood is a 
fascinating story. Why do I 
describe his life as fascinat-
ing rather than sad? Because 
I was fortunate to witness 
his upbringing by his parents 
Hajra and Ahmed Saeed as 
well as his beloved extend-
ed family headed by his 
grandfather Moosa Paruk 
and grandmother Zubeida.
Zakariya did question “Why 

me?’ Why did Allah (God) 
choose him to be blind was 
amongst the questions of di-
alogue between him and Al-
lah, but he introspectively, 
from within, resolved over 
time this and other human 
questions about his interac-
tion with the Divine. How-
ever, he moved on to build 
his life on what was given 
to him rather than brooding 
over what was not.

Zakariya’s life was filled 
with trials and tribulation 
which strengthened him. He 
never succumbed to help-
lessness and despair. He 
had his first heart surgery 
in 1981 when he was only 
three years old. Thereafter 
in 1984, he underwent a sec-
ond heart operation.

With his physically mended 
broken heart he tried never 
to break the hearts of others. 

Zakariya appreciated his 
younger brother Yusuf, who 
was the second born. His 
sight became the sight of his 
brothers by way of unstint-
ing support and love.

The title of this article was 
adapted from Zakariya’s 
chapter ‘A TALE OF TWO 
CITIES’ in the book by Dr 

Sivalingum Moodley titled 
‘Passion for SUCCESS’.

The Chapter ‘A Tale of 
Two Cities’ portrays Zakari-
ya’s life in two major cities 
Durban and Pietermaritz-
burg.

Zakariya’s parents Hajra 
and Ahmed Saeed Moola 
had to make their migration 
(hijrah) from Durban to Pi-
etermaritzburg so that Za-
kariya could attend the New 
Horizon School for the blind 
in Pietermaritzburg.

Zakariya expressed his pro-
found gratitude throughout 
his chapter to his parents 
and the rest of his extended 
family. He made a point to 
mention his maternal grand-
mother Zubeida Paruk sev-
eral times for her supporting 
upbringing role she played 
in his life.

Zakariya singled out for 
specific mention his grate-
fulness and thanks to Mrs 
Cook, a teacher at the New 
Horizon School for her spe-
cial mentoring love and sup-
port. Also, Maulana Hassan 
Murchi was highly regarded 
by him. Maulana Murchi 
played a significant tutoring 
role in his life at the Madras-

sa Noor for the blind.

How Zakariya 
forged his career path 

was significant

Zakariya was driven to 
make the best of his life. He 
wanted to optimise the gifts 
Allah has given him. His 
perseverance, persistence, 
love of knowledge and pur-
suit of personal excellence 
were manifested in him, 
graduating with a Bache-
lor of Arts Degree from the 
Howard College Campus of 
the University of Natal. 

Zakariya was a practical 
person. He chose to translate 
his studies into work expe-
rience. He together with his 
mother Hajra started a busi-
ness called ZAKS Stationers 
which he managed.

Zakariya married Asma Es-
sack on 25 November 2011. 
He described his marriage 
to Asma as “providing un-
wavering assistance and 
support” to him. It was a 
marriage of love, support 
and strengthening the bonds 
between them and members 
of their extended family. In 
an interview with Shuaib 
this is how he remembers 
his brother Zakariya. “In 

every family there is sib-
ling rivalry. But our love, 
respect, and support for one 
another trumped or out did 
our sibling rivalry. He set an 
example for me. He led and 
I followed. Words failed me 
to describe him adequately 
and fully.”

With tears in his eyes 
Shuaib said: “I will miss his 
presence. It is hard to say 
goodbye to the one you re-
ally love and grew up with. 
I do miss him. I always felt 
reassured knowing he was 
with me and was always 
there for me.”

Zakariya and Shuaib were 
blessed to be born and 
reared in a family where 
love, support and solidarity 
of the extended family were 

not in short supply.

Hajira and Ahmed Saeed 
Moola did not see their two 
visually challenged children 
as a burden. But as gifts 
from Allah.

Zakariya believed strongly 
in the transition from this 
life to another life free from 
hardship, conflict, misery, 
trials and tribulation. He has 
made the worthy transition 
from this life to another life. 

He is amongst those whose 
transition to the next life 
which the Quranic Scrip-
ture described as “they shall 
neither fear nor shall they 
grieve.”

Farewell Zakariya. Until we 
meet again, Insha’Allah.

Zakariya & Shuaib: A tale of two brothers 
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Appa Mariam passed on 
last week, aged 87. She 
leaves behind her legacy of 
Madrasa-An-Noor which 
she started in Sydenham, 48 
years ago, writes an Al-Qa-
lam Correspondent.

On the 7th of Au-
gust 2025, three 
days before her 
87th birthday, 
Mariam Wood, 

passed away in Durban, 
dearly loved and honoured. 
Affectionately known as 
Aunty or Appa Mariam, her 
life’s journey was, in every 
sense, a tapestry of unshak-
able faith, immense perse-
verance, and a compassion-
ate heart attuned to service. 

She was born as Mary Lor-
raine to two worlds – in Zu-
luland – to an Afrikaner fa-
ther, Alfred de Lange and a 
Black mother whose identity 
is not known. Her roots gift-
ed her with fluency in Zulu. 

Aunty Mariam navigated 
immense personal challeng-
es with unwavering faith and 
tremendous courage and re-
markably rose above it all.
She was widowed twice. 

Her first husband Abdool 
Rafik passed away at age 
thirty-five, when she was 
pregnant with their son 
Mohammad Irshaad. The 
couple had three sons. Her 
second husband Dawood 
Wood also embraced Islam. 
He had seven children, and 
they had two more, result-
ing in a blended household 
of twelve children. After his 
death in 1987, she remained 
anchored in her passion for 
service despite the challeng-
es of widowhood.

Aunty Mariam’s association 
with a new neighbour after 
her family’s relocation to 
Durban, first sparked her cu-
riosity about Islam. Despite 
her father’s firm opposition, 
she embraced Islam whole-
heartedly at the age of 16, 
finding strength in her new 
beliefs, and courage to chart 
her own destiny.

Despite her formal educa-
tion ending after Standard 6 
(Grade 8), she was an avid 
learner, which led her to 
become an eager, informal 
student of the late Ahmed 
Deedat and Mr. Vanker, 
both pioneers of the Islamic 

Propagation Centre in South 
Africa. This prompted her 
to start Madrasa-An-Noor 
48 years ago, offering free 
classes to children and wom-
en at her humble home in the 
Sydenham area. 

“She personally funded and 
helped raise funds for this 
initiative,” explained her son 
Abdurahman. “Its goal being 
to cultivate Islamic knowl-
edge and values within our 
community. Over the years, 
many students benefited 
from the teachings.”

Appa Shahida Fazil, a 
teacher at Madrasa-An-Noor 
since 2010 told Al-Qalam: 
“If a child was absent, she 
used to send me to go and 
find out the reason from the 
parents.”

Maulana Riyad Hassam 
echoed this sentiment and 
added, “A lot of eye-opening 
things happened at the Ma-
drasa in the past one or two 
years, Alhamdulillah. What 
a beautiful lady she was. 
Her Akhlaq (disposition /
inherent qualities of mind 
and character), was some-
thing else. Her sincerity, her 

humility, her Fikr (thinking) 
was on a different level.”

The Executive Director of 
the Islamic Dawah Move-
ment (IDM) Dr Ebrahim 
Dada told Al-Qalam that 
(IDM) honoured Aunty 
Mariam with a ‘Plaque of 
Gratitude’ in 1999 for her 
immense contributions. 
Although she worked inde-
pendently, she had close ties 
with IDM, the South African 
National Zakah Fund (SAN-
ZAF), the Muslim Youth 
Movement and other organi-
zations and individuals who 
shared her vision. 

According to her son, Ab-
durahman, Aunty Mariam 
also enjoyed quilting, cook-
ing, and baking, which facil-
itated much happiness to her 
family and others through 
acts of kindness and hospi-
tality. 

In 2024, she had the sacred 
opportunity to perform Haj 
which deepened her spiritu-
al connection and reaffirmed 
her faith,” he said. Aunty 
Mariam ensured that Madra-
sa-An-Noor would continue 
as a Waqf, as confirmed 

by her son Abdurahman. 
“Today Madrasa-An-Noor  
continues under the man-
agement of Jamaitul Ulama 
South Africa who ensures 
its ongoing success. Her 
ultimate wish was that the 
Madrasa should continue to 
serve generations to come,” 
he said.

The story of Aunty Mariam 
and her family’s dedication 

serves as an inspiration for 
all of us.
As the world marks the 

1500th anniversary of the 
Prophet PBUH’s legacy, 
the life and legacy of Aunty 
Mariam is a reminder as to 
what one can achieve when 
guided by purpose and com-
passion, no matter the odds. 
May Almighty Allah SWT 
accept her exceptional ser-
vice and elevate her station.

Aunty Mariam’s destiny was in Islam
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In times of trial, be-
trayal, and loss, we 
often find ourselves 
grasping for mean-
ing, strength, and di-

rection. The Qur’an, in its 
timeless wisdom, offers us a 
story that speaks not only to 
the people of the past but to 
every human heart burdened 
with grief, jealousy, or es-
trangement. 

Surah Yusuf, the twelfth 
chapter of the Qur’an, stands 
out as “the most beautiful of 
stories” (12:3), a narrative 
that continues to shine a 
radiant light on how to en-
dure life’s challenges with 
dignity, patience, and faith. 
I wish to share some reflec-

tions here, especially at a 
time when our communities 
and families are under im-
mense strain, fractured by 
rivalries, tested by injustice, 
and wounded by cycles of 
resentment.

Beautiful Patience 
(Sabr Jamil)

The first and foremost les-
son from Surah Yusuf is the 
Qur’anic call to sabr jamil, 
“beautiful patience.” This is 
not a patience of passivity or 
resignation, nor is it the stoic 
swallowing of pain. Rather, 
ṣabr jamil is patience puri-
fied of bitterness, an active, 
dignified endurance rooted 
in deep trust in Allah’s wis-
dom.  When Prophet Ya‘qūb 
(peace be upon him) was 
told the devastating news of 
his son Yusuf’s “death,” his 
heart was pierced with an-
guish. Yet his response was 
not despair before people, 
but dignified restraint be-
fore his Lord: “I will prac-
tice beautiful patience. And 
Allah is the One whose help 
I seek against what you al-
lege” (12:18). This is the 
heart of ṣabr jamil: to turn 

grief heavenward, to confide 
in Allah alone, and to trust in 
Allah’s perfect plan. It is a 
message urgently needed in 
our age of quick anger, shal-
low endurance, and public 
displays of bitterness.

The Dangers of Sibling 
Rivalry and Jealousy

The second lesson of Surah 
Yusuf speaks to one of the 
most destructive human ten-
dencies: jealousy and rival-
ry within families. Yusuf’s 
brothers, consumed by envy, 
betrayed him, setting into 
motion years of pain and es-
trangement. 

The Qur’an does not mere-
ly recount their betrayal for 
historical record; it warns us 
vividly of how unchecked 
jealousy can corrode love, 
blind us to our blessings, 
and rupture the very fabric 
of family life. Sadly, our 
communities are rife with 
the same dynamics: siblings 
torn apart over perceived pa-
rental favouritism, disputes 
over inheritance, or envy 
over material success. What 
begins as small rivalries 

often escalates into harsh 
words, prolonged estrange-
ment, and sometimes per-
manent severance of family 
ties. 

The story of Prophet Yusuf 
(peace be upon him) reminds 
us that preserving family 
bonds is not just social et-
iquette, it is an act of wor-
ship. To embody ṣabr jamil, 
we must purify our hearts, 
celebrate the blessings 
granted to our siblings, and 
nurture compassion instead 
of rivalry. Families that re-
main united, even through 
hardship, become fortresses 
of faith and resilience.

Forgiveness as 
Spiritual Courage

The third great lesson from 
Surah Yusuf comes at the 
climax of the story. After 
years of betrayal, imprison-
ment, and injustice, Yusuf 
(pbuh) is elevated to a posi-
tion of power. His brothers 
stand before him, vulner-
able and at his mercy. In 
that moment, Yusuf (pbuh) 
could have chosen revenge. 
Instead, he declared words 

immortalized in the Qur’an: 
“There is no blame upon 
you today. May Allah for-
give you. For He is the Most 
Merciful of those who show 
mercy” (12:92).

This act of forgiveness 
was not a weakness. It was 
spiritual courage. It was the 
strength of a heart purified 
by patience and anchored in 
Allah’s plan. 

Forgiveness, like patience, 
is a profound act of re-
sistance against cycles of 
vengeance. It heals deep 
wounds, restores dignity, 

and reunites fractured hearts.

Conclusion

May we live with sabr jam-
il, beautiful patience. May 
we resist petty rivalries, 
preserve family bonds, and 
forgive with open hearts. 
And may patience, mercy, 
and forgiveness define the 
legacy we leave behind.  
This is not only a moral call 
but a spiritual imperative. 
For those who embody sabr 
jamil and magnanimous 
forgiveness, Allah promis-
es honour, success, and His 
eternal pleasure.

Beautiful patience’ and the healing power 
of forgiveness – lessons from Surah Yusuf

Aman Lebanon

061565253
051001

Making Dreams come true, one child at a time
One Child, One Dream...a journey that began in 2021 and has changed the lives of Syrian and Palestinian children beyond our imagination.

By providing a quality education, Aman presents a pathway out of poverty and a brighter future for children who once did not have enough 
hope to dream of an education, a career or a future.

Imam Dr. A. Rashied Omar
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Courage amidst conflict & vulnerability

By Ambassador 
Ebrahim Rasool 

Last year in Brazil 
at the Interfaith 
Forum of the 
G20, I raised how 
faith communi-

ties often have moral clari-
ty – sometimes righteously 
speaking truth, sometimes 
self-righteously posturing 
without action or in defence 
of the indefensible. But reli-
gions often struggle to find 
the moral courage to do what 
moral clarity demands once 
it pierces our conscience. 
What is courage how do 
we manifest it in a world of 
conflict and vulnerability? 
Emmanuel Kant, for me, un-
derstood courage best when 

he posits that courage is not 
the opposite of cowardice; 
recklessness is the opposite 
of cowardice. Courage is 
the perfect middle, because 
it has the ability to call out 
the cowards and bring them 
to action in a time of dan-
ger, and at the same time to 
have the courage to dimin-
ish excessiveness, diminish 
extremes, diminish reckless-
ness, and bring those who 
peddle them to the middle. 
So, our courage means our 
ability to speak to both sides 
of the equation: to those who 
are morally coward and ul-
tra-cautious in the face of 
power where they should be 
standing up, and those who 
are morally reckless, exces-
sive, and extreme when they 
should be measured and bal-
anced. 

The spirit of Ubuntu pro-
vides the thematic coherence 
for our gathering. You have 
heard all the definitions: I am 
because you are; we are peo-
ple through other people; we 
are interdependent; we have 
a common humanity! Ubun-
tu, in a very real way, is the 
soft power that South Africa 
presents in a hard world. It 

reflects the idea that human 
beings are interdependent 
despite the differences of 
race, language, or religion; 
that we are interdependent; 
and therefore, our humanity 
is what defines us, drives us, 
and binds us together. 

But Ubuntu has a hard edge, 
because it is founded also in 
the words of the scripture, 
that says we are each other’s 
keepers. We are responsi-
ble and accountable to each 
other, and that is the art of 
speaking truth, to both sides 
of the equation, the powerful 
and the very angry. 

Therefore, when we have 
our demons as Muslims (like 
those who appropriate our 
faith for extremism), on the 
one side of the equation, we 
need to call them out. And 
when you have your demons 
(those who appropriate your 
faith for nefarious goals) 
Ubuntu demands that you 
call them out, so that the 
world finds its equilibrium, 
and religion is a beacon of 
equilibrium, not the religion 
of an ideology.  Inspired by 
the Quran, in the dark days 
of Apartheid, that declares 

that ‘Allah, God, has shown 
us the two ways, but that 
people are not making haste 
on the path that is steep and 
difficult. How can God de-
scribe what this difficult 

path is?’ And in describing 
the difficult path, it is not the 
path of praying, of fasting 
only. It is the path of free-
ing in the days of slavery, 
feeding in the days of hun-

ger, embracing the stranger, 
looking after those who have 
been de-parented. 

Faith Speaking to the G20

Continued on page 9

Our customers whether big or small are
 given the best attention and service at all times.

8 Bauhinia Road, Ind.Township, Stanger

Email: yusuf@cantonilounge.co.za

P. O. Box 4701, Stanger 4450
Tel: 032 551 1113 Fax: 032 551 4531. .

Ibn Umar (r.a.) narrates the Nabi (SAW) said: “The place of prayer (salah)
 in religion is like the place of the head in the body.”

Tabarani
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Then you are those who be-
lieve. Belief is contingent on 
those humane acts. Then you 
are of those who do good, as 
good is defined by that cour-
age. Then you are people of 
truth, that you stand up for 
truth irrespective of its dis-
comfort to you; then you are 
people of compassion. Those 
are the things that we need to 
be in the days of hunger, in 
the days of marginalization. 

What we need to be able to 
do, in these days, is to define 
what interfaith is. For some, 
interfaith is an opportunity 
for competitive faith: how 
good is your religion versus 
mine? How do I get adher-
ents from you or prevent you 
from you getting adherents 
from me? For some faith, 
interfaith is comparative: we 
pray like this, and you pray 
like that, and there’s merit in 
that. For others, faith is co-
operative: let’s work togeth-
er on this campaign, shoul-
der to shoulder, etc. All of 
that is good. 

But when faith itself is 
staring down the barrel [of 
a gun], then faith needs to 
be collaborative. When faith 
and religion is both the doc-
tor and the patient, then it 
admits its own vulnerabili-
ty as a phenomenon in this 
world. And it says, let’s hold 
hands together, because we 
are fighting an existential 

battle for faith and religion 
itself, as we fight the issues 
on both sides of the equa-
tion. 

And so, when we embark 
on that collaborative work, 
we begin to seethe obvious 
vertical divides between 
Muslim, Christian, Hindu, 
Jew, non-believer, ... Those 
vertical divides are very 
easy to see, but within those 
vertical divides, as we found 
out in the anti-Apartheid 
struggle, are also horizon-
tal divides that bring some 
of us closer across vertical 
divides. Some of us, across 
all our religions, are so or-
thodox that we are in a state 
of inertia. 

Some of us are so extreme 
that we become a nihilistic 
phenomenon, destructive 
in the name of our religion. 
Some show more common-
ness with their mirror image 
in other religions than with 
their co-religionists. And 
some of us are the middle 
ground, the people who find 
meaning in doing the work 
of God amongst the people 
of God, demanded by to-
day’s context of conflict and 
vulnerability. 

Last year’s predictions 
have become matters of 
urgency today. The loom-
ing populism predicted last 
year in Brazil has become 
the mainstreamed extrem-
ism of today, manifesting 

itself across the world. Last 
year’s differences trying to 
coexist, have now become 
divisions. Last year’s emer-
gent tensions have become 
full blown conflicts this year. 
The vulnerable last year 
have become the victims of 
massacres and starvation. 
Fears have become intoler-
ances. Migrants looking for 
peace and well-being in the 
world have become the de-
ported, the outcast, and the 
discarded. The idea of pop-
ulism is the populism with 
fingers on the buttons that 

defund health programs, that 
fund wars, with an impuni-
ty that can do whatever it 
wants with permission from 
the world. 

Religion must act in the 
name of faith, drawing from 
its deep and profound spiri-
tual resources. Religion can-
not appeal to the powers that 
be because they themselves 
are often compromised by 
their interests in a world 
where trade wars become 
pernicious, manifestations of 
the will of a person or a gov-

ernment. The ears that are 
waiting for us are the ears 
of the people of the world. 
We have seen the campuses 
rise against the capitals. We 
have seen the streets become 
restless against their palaces. 
We have seen the ordinary 
people begin to speak. And 
while we appeal to, or ap-
pease, the powerful, we ig-
nore those who really want 
our guidance, who want to 
believe again, who want to 
understand the manifesta-
tion of God, and the closest 
they will come is to find it in 

the churches, the mosques, 
the synagogues, the temples 
from which we preach. 

They will reclaim their faith 
as a force for good and man-
ifest it in good works. And 
if we compromise because 
we need to be good with our 
governments, and we need 
to escape their surveillance, 
then we have compromised 
on the very truth that the 
world needs. 

And if we can’t do it, who 
will? 

Continued from page 8

OPINION
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 What is the yoghurt masala made 
of in the Allifas Spicy Chicken 

Tandoori Naan Wrap recipe

WIN WITH AL-QALAM

Congratulations to 
our October National
Competition winner

 

Email your answer to admin@alqalam.co.za or WhatsApp us at 074 399 8576

 Maheera Saib
@Al-Qalam @alqalam_newspaper @AlQalam20 

[Newlands West, Durban]  

|  AUGUST NATIONAL COMPETITION

Raashiqah Hassen from Pietermaritzburg

Congratulations to our 
July National Competition 

Winner
Enter our competition now to stand a 
chance to win a special Allifas prize!  

FOOD

Ingredients

5 naan wraps
1kg chicken cut into cubes
1 ½ teaspoon Allifas Special Chilli Powder
¼ teaspoon Allifas Rajpuri Tumeric
½ Allifas Cumin Powder
½ teaspoon coriander powder
¼ teaspoon lemon juice
3 tablespoon Tandoori Paste
¼ cup Allifas Tandoori Sauce
¼ cup Yoghurt dressing mixed with 3 
tablespoon green masala chutney
Chopped Tomato, Coriander,
Red onion and green chilli

Method:

Marinate chicken in Allifas Special Chilli Powder, Rajpuri 
Tumeric, cumin powder, coriander powder, lemon juice 
and tandoori paste.

Grill chicken and once done, set aside.

Add 1 tablespoon Allifas Chilli Sauce and Yoghurt Masala 
dressing on the Naan.

Top with chicken and drizzle extra sauce.

Finally, garnish with coriander, onions, tomatoes and 
green chilli.

ALLIFAS SPICY CHICKEN 
TANDOORI NAAN WRAP
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LOCAL NEWS

By Iman Mahomed 

The Bayview 
Ubuntu Com-
munity Centre 
came alive on 
Saturday, Au-
gust 16, as 145 

women from across KwaZu-
lu-Natal gathered for a day 
of empowerment, learning, 
and celebration. The Muslim 
Youth Movement of South 
Africa’s (MYMSA) Gen-
der Desk hosted its annual 
Women’s Empowerment 
Programme, this year themed 
“Empowering Women, En-
riching Communities.” 

The event was a vibrant 
showcase of women’s 
strength, resilience, and uni-
ty, bringing together partic-
ipants of all ages and back-
grounds for an unforgettable 
day. 

From the moment partici-
pants arrived, the atmosphere 
was described as “electric.” 

Poetry recitals, Zumba ses-
sions, self-defence classes, 
and even laughter therapy set 
the tone for a day filled with 
both joy and purpose. Lucky 
draws kept the energy high, 
while networking opportuni-
ties allowed women to share 

experiences and build con-
nections.

One of the programme’s or-
ganisers, Arun Naicker, said 
the diversity on display was 
one of the most powerful as-
pects of the day. 

“It was truly one of the most 
vibrant and electric events I 
have ever done. It was in the 
heart of the community, and 
it was multicultural. You had 
Muslim women embracing 
different cultures and enter-
tainment in a variety of lan-
guages. We live in societies 
that are so closed, so it was 
remarkable to see people 
come together like that, and 
that was one of the highlights 
for me,” said Naicker. 

Women travelled from far 
and wide to be part of the 
event, wearing their best 
clothes, and spent the day lis-
tening to one another, offer-
ing advice, and empowering 
each other. 

Programme Director Aisha 
Metedad Ally, who served as 
MC for the day, described the 
event as both empowering 
and inspiring.  “The event 
was amazing, it all went well, 
Alhamdulilah. The highlight 
for me was the fact that I got 

to MC the event, and I also 
loved the fact that it was so 
diverse. We had women from 
different areas, backgrounds, 
and cultures. We had Zulu 
and Chichewa performanc-
es. I would like to see more 
events like this taking place. 
It empowers our ladies a lot,” 
she said. 

Ally noted that the mix of 
age groups was particularly 
encouraging. 

“Most MYM events are for 
people from low socioeco-
nomic areas, and it’s an ex-
cellent way to uplift people. 
I also tried to bring in a lot 
of young ladies to attend. 
The youth are our future, so 
it was lovely to see the mix 
of different age groups,” said 
Ally. 

While the day carried a cel-
ebratory tone, serious issues 
were also at the heart of the 
programme. In partnership 
with Lifeline South Africa, 
the South African Police 
Service, and the Department 
of Justice, the MYMSA pro-
vided crucial resources and 
information on gender-based 
violence (GBV). Represen-
tatives from Lifeline spoke 
about recognising abuse, 
how to access support ser-

vices, and the importance of 
introducing interventions at 
the community level. 

The Department of Justice 
also offered free consulta-
tions to participants, provid-
ing advice on legal options 
available to victims of GBV.

The Bayview Clinic extend-
ed its services to attendees, 
offering free pressure and 
diabetes testing, pap smears, 
and breast examinations. By 
providing these screenings 
on site, organisers ensured 
that health was an integral 
part of empowerment. The 
highlight of the day was also 
the participation of MYM’s 
Ambassadors for Change 
members, a youth leadership 
initiative. The group present-

ed thought-provoking role-
plays, poetry, and speeches 
challenging stereotypes and 
inspiring women to rise 
above societal limitations.

The message echoed 
throughout the event: em-
powerment is not just an 
individual pursuit, but a 
collective responsibility. 
Whether through cultural ex-
pression, physical wellness, 
legal knowledge, or spiritual 
growth, Naicker said the pro-
gramme underscored the im-
portance of standing togeth-
er against challenges facing 
women today. 

She said by the end of the 
day, the Bayview Ubuntu 
Community Centre had be-
come a symbol of solidari-

ty and empowerment. “The 
event marked one of MYM’s 
most successful Women’s 
Month initiatives to date, 
and the team for the day was 
exceptional. This was about 
creating safe spaces where 
women can learn, share, and 
feel valued. The energy, the 
diversity, the unity - it all 
came together beautifully,” 
said Naicker. 

As participants left, many 
of them carried renewed de-
termination to make a differ-
ence in their communities. 
Attendees said the Women’s 
Empowerment Programme 
reinforced the Muslim Youth 
Movement’s commitment to 
advancing women’s rights 
and tackling pressing social 
challenges.

Electric’ vibes at MYM’s celebration of empowerment 
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War crimes and the killing of journalists 

War has 
been 
part of 
human 
histo-
ry for 

millennia. But even war has 
rules. Since ancient times 
there has been a deep mor-
al aversion to killing civil-
ians, and especially women, 
the elderly and children. In 
modern times international 
humanitarian law, codified 
most clearly in the Geneva 
Conventions and their Ad-
ditional Protocols, draws 
a bright red line between 
combatants and civilians. 
It is explicitly prohibited to 
target civilians, and special 
protections are afforded to 
the most vulnerable, includ-
ing children.

Journalists, as civilians en-
gaged in the essential task 
of informing the public, are 
recognised as protected per-
sons. So too are medical per-
sonnel, whose work is safe-
guarded under the First and 
Fourth Geneva Conventions 
and who must be allowed 
to treat the wounded with-
out obstruction or attack. 
These protections are not 
optional—they are binding 
obligations ratified by the 
overwhelming majority of 
the world’s states, including 
Israel.

The Geneva Conventions 
emerged from the devasta-
tion of the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries, shaped 
by the understanding that 
even in war there must be 
limits if humanity is to 
survive its own violence. 
They apply equally to all 
conflicts, regardless of the 
justifications given. Viola-
tions—such as deliberately 
targeting civilians, children, 
journalists, or medics—are 
not simply breaches of pro-
tocol; they are war crimes.

In Gaza, the evidence of 
such violations is over-
whelming. Credible esti-
mates now place the death 
toll in Gaza well above 
90,000, with women, chil-
dren, and the elderly making 
up the majority. The number 
of children killed is believed 
to be in the tens of thou-
sands, and many of the dead 
were non-combatants killed 
in their homes, schools, 
and hospitals. When indi-
rect deaths from starvation, 
disease, and the collapse 
of healthcare are included, 
some credible estimates sug-
gest the true toll could be in 
the hundreds of thousands.
Since October 7, 2023, well 
over 200 journalists and me-
dia workers have been killed 
in Gaza, nearly all Palestin-

ians reporting from inside 
the besieged territory. This 
is a calculated erasure of 
witness, testimony, and ac-
countability. On 10 August 
Anas al-Sharif and four of 
his Al Jazeera colleagues 
were killed when an Israeli 
airstrike hit their media tent 
outside al-Shifa Hospital 
in Gaza City. Israel openly 
admitted that they had been 
deliberately targeted.

The Committee to Protect 
Journalists places the death 
toll of journalists at approx-
imately 192, nearly all Pal-
estinians, and notes that at 
least 20 were directly target-
ed—a potential war crime. 
The International Federation 
of Journalists confirms more 
than 180 media workers 
killed. Reporters Without 
Borders offers even higher 
figures, placing the toll at 
over 220, or as high as 237, 
since October 2023.

UN and media analyses 
show that more journalists 
have died in Gaza in the past 
two years than in all major 
wars of the last century com-
bined, including the First and 
Second World Wars, Korea, 
Vietnam, the Yugoslav Wars, 
and Afghanistan.

For years, Russia and China 
were regularly denounced 
in the West for suppressing 
press freedom—often with 
good reason—yet when Ju-
lian Assange, a publisher 
and whistle-blower, exposed 
American war crimes, was 
pursued, denied asylum, 
and threatened with indefi-
nite imprisonment. Western 
capitals were silent. Now, 
the United States and much 
of Europe have backed Is-
rael politically, militarily, 
and diplomatically, even as 
it has waged what is now 
widely agreed to be a geno-
cidal war, and the deadliest 
war for journalists in modern 
history.

There is a sickening double 
standard in which the ene-
mies of the West will be held 
accountable for any limits to 
press freedom while the al-
lies of the West have carte 
blanche to murder journalists 
at will.

The assault on journalists 
in Gaza is part of a wider 
pattern. Gaza’s medics—the 
doctors, nurses, paramedics, 
and first responders work-
ing under relentless bom-
bardment—have also been 
targeted. South Africa’s UN 
Special Rapporteur on the 
Right to Health, Dr Tlaleng 
Mofokeng, has described 
Gaza’s health system as 
“completely obliterated” and 
condemned “a war on health-
care workers” in breach of 
the most basic principles of 
humanitarian law. 

By September 2024, more 
than 885 healthcare work-
ers had been killed in Gaza 
and the West Bank, and over 
1,000 attacks had been doc-
umented against medical 
facilities. Dr Mofokeng has 
stressed that practising med-

icine is never a crime during 
conflict, but that the targeted 
killing of healthcare workers 
most certainly is.

The deliberate destruction 
of Gaza’s healthcare sys-
tem has compounded the 
crisis. Hospitals have been 
besieged, shelled, and raid-
ed. Ambulances have been 
struck. Doctors have been 
detained. These attacks have 
crippled the ability to treat 
the wounded or respond to 
disease outbreaks. 

There was a time when de-
scribing Israel as an apart-
heid state was controversial 
among Israel’s defenders. 
Today, it is clear that what 
is happening in Israel and 
the occupied Palestinian 
territories is far worse than 
apartheid. Yet, because of 
the long-recognised connec-
tion between South Africa’s 
own history and Israel’s op-
pression of the Palestinians, 
our country carries particular 
moral weight on this ques-
tion.

Of course our own country 
continues to break our hearts 
in many ways. Corruption is 
entrenched, the criminali-
sation of politics is out of 
control, and poverty and 
inequality are worsening. 
Brazenly corrupt figures sit 
unashamedly in Parliament 

and Cabinet and our cities 
are falling apart. Yet, amid 
this decline, the South Afri-
can government’s decision 
to take Israel to the Interna-
tional Court of Justice was 
an act of courage and prin-
ciple that has won growing 
moral acclaim across the 
world. In The Hague, South 
Africa laid out a detailed 
case that Israel’s actions in 
Gaza amounted to genocide 
under the terms of the Geno-
cide Convention. The court 
agreed there was a plausible 
case to answer and issued 
provisional measures order-
ing Israel to prevent acts of 
genocide and to allow hu-
manitarian aid into Gaza. 
This was a historic moment: 
it forced the question of Is-
raeli accountability onto the 
formal stage of international 
law and gave the Palestinian 
people a rare legal foothold 
in a system often stacked 
against them.

By building support for 
its case through the Hague 
Group, South Africa has 
begun to exercise real glob-
al leadership. Through this 
coalition — which includes 
countries such as Brazil, 
Colombia, and Bangladesh 
— South Africa has worked 
to keep the pressure on, turn-
ing legal action into political 
momentum. This is more 
than symbolic diplomacy: it 

signals that the Global South 
can set the agenda on ques-
tions of international law 
and challenge the impunity 
long enjoyed by powerful 
states and their allies. There 
is much to lament about our 
country’s state, but on this 
score, there is every reason 
to feel pride.

But now that South Afri-
ca has been vindicated and 
mainstream human rights 
organisations, including in 
Israel, have recognised that 
what is happening in Gaza 
is genocide, and that there 
has been the targeted kill-
ing of journalists and medi-
cal workers, deep questions 
must be asked about how 
the rump of liberal opinion 
in South Africa backed Isra-
el uncritically and continues 
to cravenly align itself with 
the West.

The fevered and uncriti-
cal support for the West by 
figures such as Greg Mills, 
Tony Leon, Branko Brkic, 
Emma Powell and organisa-
tions such as BizNews, the 
Institute for Race Relations 
and the now defunct Bren-
thurst Foundation has failed 
the great moral test of our 
time. All these actors were 
loudly and fervently opposed 
to the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine, but backed Israel. 
A war crime is a war crime, 

whoever commits it. Neither 
Putin nor Netanyahu, nor the 
armies they command, can 
be held to different standards 
because one is an enemy of 
the West and the other its 
ally. Until liberal opinion can 
acknowledge how profound-
ly its double standards on 
Russia and Israel have com-
promised its moral standing, 
it cannot be taken as a cred-
ible force in our public life. 

The whole point of interna-
tional law and human rights 
is that they are universal. 
They cannot be bent to suit 
the interests of friends or 
ignored when they inconve-
nience the powerful. The lib-
erals who have tried to evade 
this principle have placed 
themselves on the wrong 
side of history. 

The ANC has acted shame-
fully in many ways, and con-
tinues to do so, but on the 
question of Palestine it has 
acted with rare moral clari-
ty. In taking Israel to the ICJ 
and building an internation-
al coalition for justice, it has 
shown the kind of principled 
leadership the world so often 
lacks — and that South Afri-
ca, despite all its failings, is 
still capable of providing.

Dr Buccus is editor of 
Al-Qalam and research fel-
low at UFS

By Imraan Buccus



By Al-Qalam Reporter

The nomination 
period for the 
Minara Busi-
ness Recog-
nition Awards 
2025 was con-

cluded on August 4 with 
an exceptional volume of 
nominations submitted from 
across the country. 

Minara, said in a state-
ment that the enthusiastic 
response reflected the re-
markable diversity and cal-
ibre of individuals and or-
ganisations driving progress 
across South Africa. From 
emerging entrepreneurs to 
established industry leaders, 
the awards recognise those 
whose vision and dedication 
have made a meaningful im-
pact in their fields.

The business body said 
it remains committed to 
highlighting the vibrant en-
trepreneurial spirit thriving 
throughout our country, fos-
tering growth, collaboration, 
and opportunity within the 
broader business ecosystem.  
A spokesperson added: “The 
Minara Chamber is proud to 
acknowledge the unwaver-
ing commitment of all those 

who have participated in 
this year’s awards, wheth-
er by nominating inspiring 
candidates or lending their 
support as part of the broad-
er business community. “As 
the evaluation process pro-
ceeds, an independent panel 
of judges is tasked with the 
considerable responsibility 
of reviewing each submis-
sion with care, integrity, and 
a commitment to fairness. 

Their expertise ensures that 
every nomination is assessed 
on its merits considering not 
only business success and 
leadership but also social 
responsibility, ethical con-
duct, and enduring positive 
influence.

“This rigorous assessment 
process embodies the Cham-
ber’s dedication to uphold-
ing high standards, ensuring 
that those ultimately rec-
ognised have demonstrated 
exemplary achievement and 
serve as role models for oth-
ers. 

In the coming weeks, antici-
pation will mount as the pan-
el prepares to reveal those 
whose stories have stood 
out amongst a distinguished 
field of contenders. The fi-

nalists will be announced in 
mid-September 2025.”   

The winners will be re-
vealed at the Minara Busi-
ness Recognition Awards 
and Gala Dinner which takes 
place on Friday, October 
24, at the NMJ Conference 
Centre, Durban. This year’s 
celebration is especially 
significant as it commemo-
rates the 25-year milestone 

of the Minara Chamber of 
Commerce.  The awards are 
poised not only to honour 
outstanding contributions, 
but also to serve as a forum 
for networking, knowledge 
sharing, and inspiration. At-
tendees can look forward to 
an evening marked by cel-
ebration, reflection, and the 
forging of new connections 
that will help shape the fu-
ture of South Africa’s eco-

nomic landscape. Lincoln 
Mali, CEO of Lesaka Tech-
nologies, a distinguished 
and accomplished business 
leader will be the Keynote 
Speaker sharing his insights 
on leadership, growth, and 
the future of business in 
South Africa. The Minara 
Chamber of Commerce ac-
knowledges all those who 
have contributed to the 
awards process, those that 

submitted the nominations, 
the nominees, our stake-
holders and our sponsors es-
pecially Standard Bank SA 
whose unwavering support 
makes the Annual Awards 
possible.  

For participation and fur-
ther information, please 
email awards@minara.org.
za or visit their website at 
www.minara.org.za.
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Minara nominations concluded, finalists 
to be announced mid-September
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MJC to Sahuc: ‘While disagreements 
exist, we must act with wisdom, unity’
Assalamu Alaikum Warah-

matullahi Wabarakatuh,

On behalf of the 
Muslim Judi-
cial  Council 
(MJC), and in 
our capacity as 

a member of the SAHUC 
National General Council, 
we wish to first commend 
SAHUC and the Hajj opera-
tors who, over decades, have 
faithfully served the South 
African hujjaaj with dedi-
cation, professionalism, and 
sincerity. Their efforts, often 
under difficult circumstanc-
es, have ensured that genera-
tions of pilgrims were able to 
fulfil this sacred obligation 
with dignity and comfort. 
We recognise and appreciate 
this contribution as part of 
the legacy of service to our 
community.

It is precisely because of our 
deep concern for the welfare 
of the hujjaaj that we write to 
you regarding the proposed 
amendment to the SAHUC 
constitution, which would 
see SAHUC transition from 
its current role as regulator to 
becoming the sole Hajj op-
erator. While we respect the 

right of any organisation to 
amend its constitution, this 
shift represents a fundamen-
tal change in mandate with 
far-reaching repercussions 
for both the organisation and 
the broader community.

Already, we have witnessed 
the unfortunate fitna and 
division this proposal has 
sparked within our commu-
nity, with legal battles, polit-
ical parties, and government 
entities becoming involved. 
This is deeply concern-
ing, as it detracts from our 
shared mission of serving the 
hujjaaj in unity and sincerity.

As members of the NGC, 
we carry a fiduciary duty 
to make fully informed de-
cisions in the best interests 
of the pilgrims. We must 
also remind ourselves that 
members of the NGC could 
be held legally accountable 
for decisions taken with-
out having fully understood 
their implications, especial-
ly where such decisions may 
result in harm or disadvan-
tage to the hujjaaj. This is 
why transparency, clarity, 
and proper briefing are not 
only ethical requirements but 

also legal safeguards for all 
involved.

Several critical questions 
remain unanswered:

• What is the clear and com-
pelling rationale for SAHUC 
becoming an operator, when 
alternative arrangements 
have reportedly been afford-
ed by the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia?

• What are the long-term ob-
jectives of such a structural 
shift, and how does it align 
with SAHUC’s founding 
mandate?

• Has SAHUC realistically 
assessed its capacity to ful-
fil the operational demands 
of serving thousands of pil-
grims annually?

• How will SAHUC ensure 
it caters to the diverse needs 
of hujjaaj, many of whom 
desire bespoke Hajj experi-
ences?

• What safeguards will be 
put in place to ensure SA-
HUC does not become a 
monopoly, and who will ex-
ercise oversight if SAHUC 

assumes both regulatory and 
operational functions?

• Why has there been lim-
ited consultation with the 
broader Hajj industry and 
other stakeholders whose 
voices are essential in shap-
ing such a major transition?

Until these questions are 
addressed through a prop-
er briefing and consultation 
process, we are of the firm 
view that it would be prema-
ture and irresponsible to pro-
ceed with a vote on this mat-
ter. We therefore propose:

1. That the vote on this con-
stitutional amendment be 
postponed until such time as 
the NGC is fully briefed and 
our concerns are addressed.

2. That a task team be es-
tablished under the mandate 
of SAHUC to engage with 
all relevant stakeholders— 
including Hajj operators, 
industry experts, and com-
munity representatives—in 
order to draft a comprehen-
sive proposal that balances 
the interests of the hujjaaj, 
SAHUC, and the industry. 
The recommendations of 

this task team can then be 
presented to the NGC for 
consideration and approval.

3. The payment of the Hajj 
fees due to the Ministry of 
Hajj and Umrah in Saudi 
Arabia should (have been)  
affected by the deadline date 
of 23 August 2025, thereby 
ensuring compliance with 
Saudi requirements and 
safeguarding the interests of 
South African pilgrims.

Finally, we wish to place on 
record our strongest disap-

proval of those individuals 
or organisations who have 
chosen to undermine the 
standing of SAHUC through 
divisive actions, whether by 
resorting to legal measures, 
political lobbying, or direct 
appeals to foreign author-
ities. While disagreements 
may exist, our accountability 
before Allah (SWT) compels 
us to act with wisdom, unity, 
and a steadfast commitment 
to the hujjaaj, whose rights 
and dignity must always re-
main above personal inter-
ests or egos.
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Durban Palestinian family launch 
culinary school to keep heritage alive
By Ismail Suder

Durban-based 
Palestinian 
f a m i l y  h a s 
started a hands-
on kitchen that 

teaches women the art of 
preparing authentic Pales-
tinian cuisine – with the best 
part being that they can take 
the sumptuous food home.

The Palestinian cooking 
classes being offered at 66 
Harris Crescent, Sherwood, 
is the brainchild of the ex-
tended Shat family who 
immigrated to South Africa 
to carve out better lives for 
themselves, at a time when 
Israeli oppression against 
Palestinians was becoming 
unbearable.

Kufiya Academy, as it is 
known – in conjunction with 
PalFood RSA – hopes to 
keep the Palestinian heritage 
alive with its theme – “A 
Culinary Journey Through 
Palestine.” Asked how the 
Palestine culinary kitchen 
started, Abdelrahman Shat, 
a Palestinian student in 
Durban whose family runs 
the business – said: “Kufiya 
Academy was established by 
the Shat family in Durban 
not only to offer cooking 
classes, but to develop a 
spectrum of hard skills, soft 
skills, and arts that add real 

value to people’s lives. 

The cooking stream was 
started by Nada and Ami-
ra Shat, hand-in-hand with 
PalFood RSA—which also 
belongs to the Shat family.

Most cooking classes (for 
a maximum of eight women 
per class) run for between 
2.5 to 3 hours. The cost is 
R500 per course which in-
cludes all the ingredients 
and use of equipment – and 
a certificate would be issued 
at the end of the course. He 
said 10% of proceeds will 
go towards supporting the 
children in Gaza. Students 
can take classes in prepar-
ing traditional maqluba and 
musakhan. Sweets delights 
include ka’ek; ma”amoul; 
basbusa & kunafa. There are 
also classes in manakish & 
dough making – and learn-
ing how to make a tradi-
tional Palestinian breakfast 
and Palestinian styled salad. 
Shat said all the ingredients 
required in Palestinian cook-
ing are widely available in 
South Africa.

“Core ingredients such as 
chickpeas, bulgur, tahini, 
fresh herbs, quality olive oil, 
spices, are widely available. 
We source specialty items 
and teach smart substitutes 
while keeping authenticity.
He said the new project was 

a “series of hands-on classes 
and workshops. Our vision 
is to capacitate and famil-
iarise the people of Africa 
with our skills, culture, and 
stories through practical 
learning.” 

“Our logo draws from the 
well-known kufiya (keffi-
yeh) – a living emblem of 
Palestinian resilience and 
belonging. The kufiya is part 
of our heritage – its motifs 
(the fisherman’s net and ol-
ive leaves) symbolise liveli-
hood, rootedness, and hope. 
We use this design to signal 
our purpose – culture you 
can wear, taste, learn, and 
pass on,” he added. Shat told 
Al-Qalam that the family 
have also launched the “Ar-
abic Conversation Club” to 
teach conversational Arabic. 

 “We have launched the Ar-
abic Conversation Club to 
provide a genuine, support-
ive environment for people 
in South Africa to practise 
Arabic with native speak-
ers from Palestine. Expect 
small, interactive circles on 
everyday topics (greetings, 
shopping, travel, family & 
faith), rich cultural context 
(idioms, etiquette, stories) 
and practical outcomes help 
in building confidence, lis-
tening fluency, employabili-
ty, and social cohesion. “Be-
yond food, we teach hard 

skills (baking fundamentals, 
kitchen safety, menu costing, 
basic food entrepreneurship) 
and soft skills (teamwork, 
strategic management, cus-

tomer service, cultural com-
munication), plus arts such 
as tatreez (embroidery), sto-
rytelling, drawing, Arabic 
calligraphy & lettering, and 

dabke basics”.

For more info please con-
tact them on WhatsApp 074 
086 0197.
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LAKE GLENCAIRN
�e perfect escape
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OUR MEGASTORES

WHOLESALE PRICES
DIRECT TO
THE PUBLIC

OF EVERYTHING CHICKEN AND MORE

www.dawood.co.za
@dawood_megastore_gtn | @dawood_megastore_kzn

Chicken

Chicken Products

Fish

Fish Products

Frozen Vegetables

Meat Products

Benoni
011 914 1943
Crown Mines
011 837 4449
Lenasia
011 853 6063

Polokwane
015 297 7366
Rustenburg
014 594 2492
Nelspruit
013 752 3500

Maydon Wharf
031 305 1724
Briardene
031 940 5788
Pietermaritzburg
033 940 1178

As Musjid-ul-Aziez turns 
125, we must not forget the 
sacrifices of a community 
that fought to save it – even 
if it might have cost some 
their lives. Ismail Suder re-
ports.

When the histor-
ic Musjid-ul-
Aziez in Gq-
eberha (Port 

Elizabeth) was threatened 
with demolition to make 
way for a freeway in 1970, 
many congregants threat-
ened to “fast until death” to 
save the mosque – but sense 
finally prevailed – the free-
way was rerouted and the 
musjid saved.

Today, the beautifully pre-
served mosque named after 
the Ottoman Sultan Abdul 
Aziz will this year celebrate 
125 years since its official 
opening on July 27, 1901 – it 
was constructed at a princely 
cost of 1345 British pounds.

Also known as the Pier 
S t ree t  Mosque ,  th i s 
green-shaded architectur-
al marvel in the South End 
area, is a sight for sore eyes 
amidst the gray of the har-

bour industrial complex. 
Salie Abrahams, one of the 
trustees of the mosque, is 
passionate about welcom-
ing musalees to the musjid. 
When this reporter visited 
Musjid-ul-Aziez at Jumuah 
whilst on a 5000km road 
trip around South Africa, he 
spotted Abrahams warmly 
welcoming everyone at the 
entrance.

The freeway that would 
have bulldozed this beautiful 
mosque, had thankfully been 
diverted via an overhead 
circular bridge – just 300m 
short of the mosque.

“Although, we don’t hear 
the sounds of the motor-
ing traffic, we unfortunate-
ly can’t get rid of the loud 
noises of the passing trains 
that trundle right past the 
musjid carrying iron ore. At 
times, the trains do cause 
disturbances during salah, 
but we’ve learnt to live with 
it, Alhumdulilah,” Abrahams 
says smilingly.

He tells Al-Qalam that with 
tons of iron ore being trans-
ported each day, soot coats 
the walls of the mosques, 

thereby requiring mainte-
nance, and regular painting.
The musjid had faced many 
struggles in its history. Ac-
cording to historical records, 
the South End area – where 
Musjid-ul-Aziez is located 
– was declared a “Whites 
Only” district in 1963 and 
scores of families were up-
rooted in terms of the dread-
ed Group Areas Act. The 
evicted Muslim families 
were not only up in arms 
over their forced removal, 
but they were seriously con-
cerned about the destruction 
of their musjids.

While musjids in the area 
survived the “Group Area” 
bulldozers, trouble loomed 
when in 1970, the Port Eliz-
abeth Municipality decid-
ed to build a freeway that 
would go right through the 
land on which Musjid-ul-
Aziez stands.

For 18 months, the commu-
nity rallied to vehemently 
oppose the destruction of 
this historic musjid. There 
were numerous public meet-
ings, protests were held and 
legal battles were fought 
to stop the potential dem-

olition. The ulama of Port 
Elizabeth at the time, Imam 
Igsaan Nackerdien, Moulana 
Ahmed Sadek Desai, Sheikh 
Jamiel Jardien as well as re-
ligious leaders from around 
the country stood strongly 
to prevent the demolition. 
“The matter raised such an 
outcry that it was even tak-
en as far as a meeting at the 
United Nations,” according 
to records.

According to an excerpt 
from the book, “The Big 
Five Musjids of Port Eliz-
abeth”, the imam of the 
Cape Peninsula at that time, 
Shaikh E. Behardien, in-
formed the Group Areas 
Board in Cape Town that 
when a musjid had been 
built and the ground “dedi-
cated to the service of God,” 
it could never be desecrated.

“The Sheik warned the 
Group Areas Board of in-
ternational complications 
that would eventuate if any 
steps were taken to alienate 
a musjid. He further stated 
that a musjid could never 
be destroyed, nor the land 
on which it stood be used 
for any other purpose. He 

informed them that he was 
busy consulting Muslim 
leaders from all parts of the 
world and asked the Govern-
ment to do the same.”

With the municipality 
determined to go ahead, 
many Muslims decided they 
would rather die than allow 
the bulldozers to crush the 
mosque to dust. While the 
bulldozers waited outside, 
some of the congregants de-
cided they would “fast till 
death” rather than give in to 
the demolition gangs. Their 
firm stand paid off and the 
authorities gave up on the 
idea.

The Government finally 

conceded and allowed Mus-
jid-ul-Aziez to remain but 
demanded that the minaret 
had to be removed as they 
planned to build the freeway 
above the musjid. The Mus-
lim community begrudging-
ly agreed and brought down 
the minaret.

The authorities eventually 
decided to reroute the free-
way, much to the joy of the 
community.

If you ever happen to vis-
it the musjid, you will see 
the truncated piece of free-
way that stops short of the 
musjid. It reminds every-
one about the many battles 
fought – and won!

How this historic musjid …and community 
defied demolition – and won


