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‘l saw how AMA’s water project bring
dignity in the dust bhowls of Malaw?’

By Omar Hamesh

hey call Malawi

the “warm heart

of Africa” — a

country of wel-

coming, kind
people who embrace you in
their warmth.

But the first time I set foot

in Malawi, I was over-
whelmed by a strange
weight that sank deep into
my chest. I was there as a
videographer, tasked with
capturing the need for wa-
ter.

In remote areas, I watched
children coated in dust
chasing goats through end-
less fields. I saw a mother
crouched beside a bare-
ly-there puddle, straining
muddy water through a
cloth she had removed from
her shoulders, because it
was all she had.

At that moment, I felt
something stir in me. Not
sadness or guilt, but an
awakening. In Afghanistan
I saw the same story play

out — in different languages,
different colours, but under
the same sun; villages hold-
ing onto life in harsh terrain.
Women crouched beside
sewage, straining contam-
inated water. A different
cloth, the same pain. Peo-
ple weren’t just thirsty, they
were waiting desperately
for some kind of change.
Without water, dignity dries
up and dreams evaporate.

I have been filming and
documenting for years in
different parts of the world,
witnessing conflict and cel-
ebration, joy and grief.

But there is nothing quite
like what happens when
clean, cold, pure water
flows for the first time in
a village that never had it.
The ground opens up, a
pump creates a splash. An-
other splash. Hands shoot
into the air, children scream,
women sob and men raise
their voices with prayer.
Water glints in the sun, re-
flecting the thousands of
dreams that are now real
possibilities. An elder shook

my hand and said “we are
human again”. That shook
everything inside me.

These are moments that
I am blessed to witness,
where people chant and sing
not because someone hand-
ed them a gift, but because
they feel seen and heard
and valued. With water, ev-
erything changes. Children
can attend school, families
can grow food.

As someone behind the
camera, | often feel like an
observer. But in these mo-
ments, I’m not just filming,
I’m feeling. I'm feeling the
weight of injustice, feeling
the sacredness of some-
thing as simple as water. It
changes you.

It’s easy to forget that water

is still a dream for so many.
But I’ve seen the faces of
those who lived their life
without it and the transfor-
mation when they do have
it. I carry these faces, these
voices with me, hoping that
I can rewrite their stories
with you.
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*Omar Hamesh is a Senior
Media Specialist at Africa
Muslims Agency. His work
documents the challenging
living conditions of refugees
and impoverished com-
munities across the world.
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Africa Muslims Agency
prioritises the delivery of
clean water to communities
in Africa and Afghanistan
through wells and bore-
holes, recognising that all
empowerment and uplift-

ment begins with access
to this most fundamental
resource. This Muharram,
give the gift of water and
help us to rewrite these sto-
ries of pain into stories of
human hope.
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‘We mark new Hijri year 1447 in the
shadow of immense suffering’

In this sacred month of Mu-
harram, let us recommit to
being voices for life, and
agents of justice and com-
passion in a world too ac-
customed to cruelty, writes
Imam Rashied Omar

esterday at
sunset, (Thurs-
day) South Af-
rican Muslims
marked the be-
ginning of the sacred lunar
month of Muharram, ush-
ering in the New Hijri year
1447, in accordance with
the local lunar convention.

As we bid farewell to the
Hijri year 1446, it is fitting

that we do so by renewing
our commitment to the Su-
preme and Highest Objec-
tive of Islam, namely that of
hifz al-nafs or hifz al-hayat
i.e., the preservation, rever-
ence and sacredness of hu-
man life.

As we mark this sacred
transition to the New Hijri
Year 1447, we do so in the
shadow of immense human
suffering. The past year has
witnessed a colossal loss
of life, from the genocide
in Gaza and the civil war
in Sudan, to the ongoing
conflict in Ukraine and the
recent 12-day war between
Iran and Israel, alongside
other war-ravaged regions
across the globe.

In the face of such devas-
tation, our hearts must not
grow numb. As conscien-
tious Muslims and respon-
sible global citizens, we
cannot afford to become de-
sensitized to the persistent
loss of innocent life. The
temptation to avert our eyes
or deaden our hearts must

be met with moral vigilance
and spiritual resistance.

Among the most devas-
tating of these tragedies is
the unfolding genocide in
Gaza. Conservative esti-
mates now place the num-
ber of Palestinians killed at
over 55,000, with thousands
more still missing, pre-
sumed buried beneath the
rubble. In Sudan, although
accurate figures remain elu-
sive, analysts estimate that
more than 28,000 people
have been killed since the
outbreak of civil war in Jan-
uary 2023.

While the catastrophic loss
of life in Gaza, Ukraine,
and more recently in Iran
has rightly drawn sustained
global attention, the equally
horrifying violence in Su-
dan, now raging for nearly
two and a half years, has
not received the public out-
rage or media coverage it
warrants. This disparity in
concern reflects a troubling
moral inconsistency that
we must urgently confront.

This imbalance in global
attention calls for deep in-
trospection and a renewed
ethical commitment. We
must do much better in the
New Hijri Year 1447.

One vital way to resist the
creeping desensitization to
the near-daily slaughter of
innocent children, wom-
en, and men is to contin-
ually remind ourselves of
the profound value Islam
places on the sanctity and
preservation of human life.
It is through this sacred
remembrance that we can
keep our hearts alive, our
consciences alert, and our
actions aligned with the
highest ideals of our way of
life al-Islam.

To sustain this moral and
spiritual vigilance, we must
return to the guiding light of
the Qur’an. Allah, the Giver
and Taker of Life, reminds
us in numerous verses of the
supreme sanctity of human
life. Among the most pow-
erful of these proclamations
is the celebrated verse 32 of

surah al-Ma’idah, chapter
5, which equates the unjust
taking of a single life with
the killing of all of humani-
ty, and the saving of one life
with the saving of all hu-
mankind. This verse reads:

If anyone Kkills a single
human being without just
cause it shall be as though
he had killed all of hu-
mankind;

Whereas if anyone saves
a life, it shall be as though
he had saved the lives of
all humankind (Q5:32).

This verse not only under-
scores the profound value
Islam places on human life
but also serves as a moral
compass in times of over-
whelming violence and loss.

This Qur’anic verse, and
others like it, did not mere-
ly inspire pious reflection,
but also shaped the very
foundations of Islamic le-
gal and ethical thought.
Classical Muslim scholars
such as Imam Abu Hamid

al-Ghazali (d.1111CE), and
Imam Abu Ishaq al-Shatibi
(d.1388CE) were deeply
moved by the moral imper-
ative contained in verse 32
of Surah al-Ma"idah .

Drawing on this and simi-
lar Qur’anic teachings, they
identified the preservation
of human life (hifz al-nafs
or hifz al-hayat) as one
of the supreme objectives
(magqasid) of the Shari’ah.
As we welcome the new
Hijri year 1447, let us re-
commit ourselves to this
foundational value. Let us
be voices for life, defenders
of the innocent, and agents
of justice and compassion in
a world too accustomed to
cruelty.

We pray that Allah, the
Giver and Taker of Life,
softens our hearts, awakens
our conscience, and grants
us the courage to stand for
life, truth, and justice. May
Hijri year 1447 be a year
of renewed hope, heartfelt
solidarity, and meaningful
peace.
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KZN businesses warned: ‘Stop selling
goods that fund Zionist genocide’

By Azra Hoosen

outh African civil

society, Muslim

organisations,

and justice move-

ments have come
together to call for con-
scious consumerism, urg-
ing local store owners to re-
consider stocking products
linked to Israel. An open
letter issued to businesses
across KwaZulu-Natal ap-
peals to the conscience of
store owners and shoppers
alike. The letter is part of a
growing campaign aimed
at peaceful economic re-
sistance against Israel’s ac-
tions in Gaza. The boycott
calls for the removal of
products associated with
companies that support or
operate in Israel. Major
brands such as Coca-Cola,
Clover, ZZ2, and Nestl€ are
spotlighted.

Speaking to Al-Qalam,
Saydoon Nisa Sayed, lead-
er of the South Africa Pal-
estine Movement (SAPM),

said: “We see the genocide
unfolding in front of us. So,
we decided to act and call
for the removal of products
supporting apartheid Israel
from South African stores.”

Every Friday, activists
gather in Overport, Durban,
to picket stores that contin-
ue to stock these products.
“Overport has a majori-
ty-Muslim residency and
shopper base. People shop
there out of convenience,
but many of these stores
still stock items linked to
Israel, despite there being
no lack of alternatives,”
said Sayed.

Clover is majority-owned

by an Israeli company, and
Coca-Cola Israel operates
within the occupied ter-
ritories. The campaign is
not just about brands, but
a broader ethical demand:
end the profit pipeline to
apartheid.

Dr Lubna Nadyvi, a long-
time Palestine solidarity ac-

¢ You
cannot claim
to care about
human
rights and
still fund
genocide 9

tivist and political analyst,
believes that no tank or bul-
let can match the impact of
a united consumer boycott.
“Consumers have the pow-
er of the purse, which gives
them the ability to withhold
funds from stores, brands
and products which sup-
port Apartheid Israel. With
many governments failing
Palestinians, it’s up to civil-
ians to use what power they
have — and that includes
where they spend their
money,” she said. Some
critics have dismissed the

boycott as symbolic, but
Sayed disagrees. “South
Africa wouldn’t have its
democracy if other coun-
tries hadn’t supported our
own boycott movement.
We are asking people to
boycott not only goods but
also the stores that continue
to sell them.”

This message has found
powerful resonance beyond
the Muslim community.
One of the signatories in-
cludes South African Jews
for a Free Palestine (SA-
JFP). As a Jewish voice
opposing genocide, SAJFP
believes boycott, divest-
ment, and sanctions are
“central to the strategy to
force Israel to dismantle
the apartheid, settler colo-
nial state.”

Rina King, a member of
SAJFP, said civil society’s
consumer behaviour holds
immense power: “We saw
how boycotts, sanctions
and divestment worked
against the South African

operative regime. They
could not continue func-
tioning as an apartheid
state. We believe the same
pressure can change the po-
litical system in Palestine/
Israel.”

For Nasiha Soomar, an
executive member of the
KZN Palestine Solidarity
Forum, the campaign is
political and spiritual: “You
cannot claim to care about
human rights and still fund
genocide. Every time you
buy Coca-Cola, every time
you load a ZZ2 avocado
into your basket, you are
helping supply the bullets,
the tanks, and the bombs
that are killing women and
children in Gaza.”

She noted that growing
discomfort among shoppers
is a good sign. “To shop-
pers, if you feel conflicted,
good. That means your con-
science is alive. But do not
stop there. Let it push you
into action. Every rand you
spend is either sustaining

life or fuelling apartheid.
There is no middle ground.
Pick a side,” said Soomar.
While some stores have
begun quietly removing
products, Soomar is critical
of half-measures. “We are
not here for half-measures
or quiet symbolism. If you
know what is happening in
Gaza, and you still profit
from it, you are choosing
blood over principle,” she
said. She pointed to contra-
dictions within the commu-
nity: “You cannot sponsor a
protest in the morning and
sell Clover and Coca-Cola
in the afternoon. That’s not
resistance, it’s profiteer-
ing.”

Soomar asserted that if
stores ignore the call, the
campaign will escalate:
“Peacefully, strategically,
and publicly. We will pro-
test outside your stores. We
will name you. And we will
not stop. We are not asking.
We are demanding. Silence
is betrayal, and we will not
be silent.”
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Zionists trying to silence me on Gaza
genocide - hut | won’t he intimidated’

By Azra Hoosen

Johannesburg

human rights

campaigner

who is vo-

cal about the
genocide in Gaza believes
she is being targeted for her
activism — but she remains
defiant.

Margaret (not her real
name) from the Johannes-
burg suburb of Orchards
has had two windows of her
first-floor apartment broken,
possibly from a pellet gun,
a clear attempt to intimidate
her, she said.

Margaret told Al-Qalam
that the managing agent
suggested playing children
might have mistakenly bro-
ken the glass when throw-
ing stones ...or by workers
tending to the garden. “I live
on the first floor with a trel-
lis and patio. The windows
are 33m away from the end
of the patio. It’s logistical-
ly impossible for stones to
have flown up from mowing
the lawn as claimed,” she

said. Jeets Natha, a mem-
ber of Kensington Palestine
Solidarity Group, said it ap-
peared the windows broke
after being shot with a pel-
let gun. But it is not just the
broken windows that have
left Margaret unsettled. “I
was removed from our com-
munity WhatsApp group
after sharing a photo of the
damage and asking who was
responsible. The managing
agent, who also acts as the
admin for the group, nev-
er responded to my emails
when I asked, ‘why?’ she
said.

She described the area as
“predominantly conserva-
tive and Zionist,” adding
that her political beliefs
have recently drawn unwel-
come and targeted attention.
Some members in the local-
ity believe that Margaret is
being marginalised for her
solidarity with Palestinians.
While she does not adver-
tise her views, her activism
is no secret. “I am a member
of the Kensington Palestine
Solidarity Group and South
African Christians for Pales-

tine, but I don’t walk around
in a keffiyeh or wearing
T-shirts with slogans,” she
said.

Margaret was once friend-
ly with neighbours, but they
now distance themselves
from her. A neighbour even
told her she would be “re-
ported” and “needs to be
educated” after she shared
information about South
African Jews for a Free Pal-
estine (SAJFP).

Nigel Branken, a social

worker, pastor and member
of KPSG, told Al-Qalam
that the group is deeply dis-
turbed by what appears to
be the targeted intimidation
of Margaret. “This is not an
isolated incident; it clearly
appears to be a campaign of
harassment aimed at silenc-
ing her,” he said.

According to Margaret,
when police from Norwood
police station arrived to
investigate, they initially
concurred with the pellet
gun assumption, but she
noted their tone had shift-

ed after speaking with sev-
eral residents who are said
to be staunch supporters of
Israel. Natha echoed this:
“Initially, SAPS seemed re-
sponsive. They agreed with
us. But after talking to oth-
ers, they made a complete
U-turn.” The KPSG group
has written to the building
management, demanding
accountability and calling
on SAPS to investigate the
matter not as property dam-

age, but as a potential hate
crime. “Her solidarity with
Palestine should not place
her at risk. No one should be
targeted for their beliefs, es-
pecially not those standing
up for the rights of others,”
said Pastor Branken.

While Margaret has re-
fused to be intimidated, the
emotional toll is real. “This
is my home. I refuse to be
afraid. But it is disconcert-

ing to know that this kind
of environment exists,” she
said.

This is not an isolated con-

cern. Natha described how
Gaza solidarity posters
were repeatedly removed
from nearby public areas. “I
put up four posters around
1 PM. By 5 PM, they were
all gone. I found them in the
trash and put them back up,”
he said.
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By Ambassador
Ebrahim Rasool

s Iran the pre-final
piece in the resetting
of the Middle East
puzzle that is now
being put in place? It
seems that if the Iran
piece is put in place, then Is-
rael and the USA would all
but have achieved the end-
game: a Middle East in the
image of the West — pacified,
emasculated, dominated.

This endgame — reaching
for culmination with the

S—-ISRAEL WAR ON IRAN

achievement of the endgame?

domination of Iran — was in
play from the moment Isra-
el, with full backing from
the West, decided on the
extent and the severity of its
response to Hamas’ putsch
on October 7th, 2023, and
how the response would be
harnessed towards the objec-
tive of regional hegemony,
for Israel and vicariously, its
Abrahamic Alliance.

October 7th was just an-
other act of resistance stem-
ming from the original sin
of violent occupation, dis-
placement, and ultimately an
apartheid-like system by Is-
rael against the Palestinians
and the Middle East. Yet Oc-
tober 7th was pounced upon,
if not enticed by, the Israelis
as the launchpad towards the
endgame.

The pacification of the Gulf
Arabs was all but signed in
the Abraham Accords, and
normalization was a reality.
The Golan Heights had been
successfully transferred to
Israeli ownership amidst a
Syria in turmoil. Qatar had

been pulled into line after
enduring the wrath of the
neighbours. Tiirkiye could
be relied on for regular
belligerence amidst busi-
ness as usual. Lebanon was
war-weary. And the West
Bank in Palestine, through
the Palestinian Authority,
could be relied upon to en-
sure compliance with Is-
raeli diktat. So Hamas, on
October 7, 2023, provided
the much-needed pretext
by Hamas with a combina-
tion of tactical cunning and
strategic naivete giving Is-
rael its path to pulverizing
the remaining roadblocks to
absolute hegemony — nay,
domination — over the Mid-
dle East. The immediate
target was the evisceration
of Hamas, even if it took a
genocide of over 50 000 Pal-
estinian lives.

The secondary targets were
the Houthis in Yemen, with
the idea that Israel would
weaken and the USA would
attempt to finish the job;
while Israel would decimate
Hezbollah in Lebanon and

confine them beyond the
Litani River. The 3-H ‘prox-
ies’ of Iran needed to be sig-
nificantly degraded in order
to go for Iran itself.

This military operation was
years in gestation, from the
time Donald Trump tore up
the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA)
signed between Iran and
Obama and founded on
the 2003 fatwa of Ayatol-
lah Khamenei declaring
nuclear weapons ‘haram’
(forbidden), thus achieving
the objectives of Obama of
significantly curtailing Iran’s
nuclear capacity to verifiable
peaceful levels. This agree-
ment was a major inconve-
nience to those who feared
Iran’s regional strength, its
support for Palestinians, and
its antipathy, therefore, to
Israel’s expanding footprint
over Palestinian lands. Once
the agreement was rescind-
ed, with Iran now uncon-
strained in its enrichment
ability, the plan towards the
endgame was again fully in
play. Now, both Israel and

the USA once again could
plan for the domination of
Iran and the decimation of
its capacities, especially its
military reach through its
‘proxies’ as well.

In the early hours of June
13,2025, Israel launched its
bombing campaign against
Iran, especially aimed at
its uranium enrichment fa-
cilities, targetting its senior
military commanders and

nuclear scientists, and si-
multaneously attempting
to disable its military and
missile capacity. While Iran
did succeed in retaliating,
sometimes spectacularly hit-
ting cities like Tel Aviv, the
emerging evidence suggest
that Iran has been severely
weakened, raising Western
hopes that a regime change
agenda was on the cards.

Continued on page 7
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Continued from page 6

However, having reached a
point of military incapacity
in Iran, the war could have
ended, except that in justify-
ing the unprovoked attack on
Iran as absolutely necessary
because Iran was ostensibly
days away from having a
nuclear weapon, the charade
had to be followed through
despite nuclear inspectors,
while saying Iran was not
fully compliant, still assert-
ed that a nuclear weapon
was way off, corroborated
by Trump’s own intelligence
community. Yet the USA
lured Iran into nuclear ne-
gotiations, lulling them into
false security, and set them
up for an attack by Israel to
degrade Iranian military and
nuclear capacities.

The USA was goaded to
enter the war directly on
June 22 with specialized
weaponry penetrating deep
underground to destroy
nuclear infrastructure. But
it remains dubious as to
whether they destroyed the
stockpiles of enriched ura-
nium. Iran claims to have
removed these, hence avert-
ing the loss of lives through
nuclear radiation. Then, Iran
telegraphed an attack on the
US Military base in Qatar,
allowing both the evacuation
of personnel and the activa-

tion of defence systems to
intercept Iranian missiles.

Thereafter, Donald Trump
declared that now that Iran
has its grievance out of its
system, the Twelve Day War
is now over, and a ceasefire
will commence, however
tenuous. Thus, a farce puts
a seal on a series of tragedies
— most notably in Palestine
— but probably seals the US—
Israeli endgame.

While ‘normalisation’ is not
entirely formalised, it was
practically visible through
Arab governments intercept-
ing missiles en-route to Isra-
el, suppressing any pro-Pal-
estinian protests on their
streets, and defusing any
pro-Iran sympathy through
the Shia dog whistle. Iran is
now a shadow of the threat
it supposedly posed be-
cause its nuclear weaponry
was “obliterated” (or truly
non-existent), and because
Israel may have degraded its
missile and military capaci-
ty in the 12-day war, with its
proxies disabled, and threat-
ening ‘regime change’ over
Iran. Furthermore, the other
threat to Israel — Syria — is
in a very precarious transi-
tional moment. So, what is
the outstanding piece of the
puzzle of the Middle Eastern
endgame for Israel directly,
and the USA obliquely? It
was, is, and always will be,

the Palestinian question.
Gaza has been razed to the
ground and rendered unin-
habitable, especially with
an orchestrated starvation
looming and food increas-
ingly used to lure Palestin-
ians to a slaughter.

The West Bank is pock-
marked with Israeli set-
tlements, fragmented
with roads and walls, and
economically vulnerable
through the diversion of
water and the destruction of
agriculture. Physically and
geographically, the “patriac-

ide’ — the massacre of even
the idea and possibility of
even a two-state solution
has largely been successful
because a single Israeli state
from the river to the sea is
emerging violently. But
there is one remaining co-
nundrum.

What to do with the Pales-
tinians? A cocktail of solu-
tions is being applied: first-
ly, accelerate the Palestinian
genocide so that the magni-
tude of the problem reduces;
secondly, squeeze the geog-
raphy by increasing Israel’s

security buffer and confining
Gazans to a third of what
they had, and annexing as
much of the West Bank as
possible for settlers. In the
remainder of the Palestin-
ian pressure cooker, thirdly,
apply so much pressure to
elicit two complementary
responses: get the Palestin-
ians to want out of Gaza and
the West Bank; and force
Egypt to open the Sinai to
Gazans and Jordan to the in-
habitants of the West Bank.
These would be precursors
to the formal annexation of
Palestine. The conditions

and balance of forces have
never been more favourable
for the achievement of Israel
and the USA endgame.

As South Africans, howev-

er, we reserve, from experi-
ence, enormous trust in the
resilience of ordinary people
to resist, and we have seen
how oppressors, flushed
with victory, may falter and
trip over their own hubris.
This hubris may well be in
how the US and Israel are
alienating the world and
hastening the multi-lateral-
ism they fear.

_ MuharramMubarate 1uu7

can provide bread to 200 people
displaced by war in Syria

This Islamic New Year, your support can make a real difference in over 40 countries
where communities face conflict, hunger, and hardship.
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OPINION

Coal and our Complicity

By Imraan Buccus

outh Africa has

rightly earned

praise across the

world for tak-

ing a principled

stance against
Israel’s genocidal assault on
Gaza. But we cannot claim
the mantle of global moral
leadership while continuing
to do business as usual with
an apartheid regime now
engaged in open genocide.
Our ongoing export of coal
to Israel —an arrangement
that materially supports the
very war effort we have con-
demned at The Hague—is a
glaring contradiction in our
otherwise principled posi-
tions.

According to two new brief-
ings—one from the Pales-
tinian Youth Movement and
another from researchers
working to align our foreign
policy with our public com-
mitments —South African
coal continues to fuel Isra-
el’s energy grid, including
its military installations,
surveillance infrastructure,
and illegal settlements in the
occupied West Bank. Worse
still, our role has grown
more central since Colom-
bia, formerly Israel’s largest
supplier, issued a decree in
August 2024 banning coal
exports to the Israeli state.

Colombia has honoured
contracts signed before its
decree, but it has committed
to ending future shipments.
South Africa, by contrast,
has yet to take any mean-
ingful action. A number of
corporates continue to sell
South African coal to Israel.
Glencore, a company glob-

ally notorious for unethical
conduct, is the dominant
player but others, such as
African Rainbow Minerals
are also complicit. This rais-
es an urgent question: How
can a country that seeks to
halt genocide at the ICJ be
one of the top energy sup-
pliers to the regime perpe-
trating that very genocide?
The ICJ case, supported by
a growing number of Global
South countries, has shifted
the diplomatic terrain. The
South African government
has also co-chaired The
Hague Group, a new alli-
ance of countries seeking
to defend international law
against systematic viola-
tions, especially in Gaza.
These steps matter. But our
ports—especially Richards
Bay—have remained open
to the same coal shipments
that sustain Israel’s military
occupation.

Since Israel launched its
genocidal assault on Gaza
on 7 October 2023, at least
11 coal shipments from
South Africa have arrived
in Israel, according to ves-
sel tracking data. These
shipments total more than
1.4 million tonnes—about
25% of Israel’s coal imports
during this period.

The majority of these ship-

ments were loaded at Rich-
ards Bay and docked at the
ports of Hadera and Ash-
kelon—home to the Orot
Rabin and Rutenberg coal-
fired power stations. These
plants provide about 17.5%
of Israel’s electricity. Coal
has a central role in sustain-
ing both civilian infrastruc-
ture and military operations
in Israel. That includes elec-
tricity powering command
centres, settlement expan-
sions in the West Bank, and
Israel’s chilling artificial
intelligence systems—algo-
rithms that sort Palestinians
by “suspicion level” and de-
termine targeting for drone
strikes.

Israel does not produce its
own coal. It is entirely de-
pendent on imports to run

its coal-fired plants and
is, therefore, vulnerable to
coordinated boycotts. The
Stichting Onderzoek Mul-
tinationale Ondernemin-
gen (SOMO) — Centre for
Research on Multinational
Corporations — has shown
that when states supply en-
ergy that directly supports
illegal occupation or geno-
cide, they are in violation
of international law. SOMO
explicitly recommends that
states “end the supply of
coal to Israel where there
is no means of ensuring it
does not end up supplying
electricity to settlements.”
We have no such guaran-
tees. And even if we did,
they would be impossible to
verify. The only ethical and
lawful option is to end coal
exports entirely.

If South Africa is to retain
credibility in its internation-
al legal claims, its domestic
trade and industrial poli-
cy must be consistent with
those claims. This is not
simply a question of ethics;
it is a question of coherence
in governance. A state that
seeks provisional measures
at the ICJ to halt genocide
cannot continue to facilitate
that same genocide through
commodity flows. This con-
tradiction not only under-
mines South Africa’s legal
arguments —it also weakens
the ability of Global South
countries to use internation-
al law as a terrain of strug-
gle.

There is no neutral trade
in the context of genocide.
Every shipment of coal
exported to Israel either
contributes to or withholds
material support from a
war machine. If we claim
to stand with the victims,
our policies must withdraw
complicity from the perpe-
trators. Of course, any con-
versation about South Afri-
ca’s trade policy must begin
with the recognition of the
severity of our economic
crisis. With nearly half the
population unemployed and
millions pushed into crush-
ing poverty, the social cost

in the Genocide

of job losses is devastating.
For working-class people
and their families, even
small disruptions to income
can be catastrophic.

The crisis of mass unem-
ployment — a structural
failure rooted in both apart-
heid and post-apartheid
economic mismanagement
— hangs over every policy
decision. This is why it’s
important to approach this
issue with care and clarity.
Before acting, we need to
establish, with precision,
whether a coal boycott
would lead to any actual job
losses.

Academic and NGO re-
searchers should work
alongside government and
trade unions to produce a
shared and verified under-
standing of the scale and
scope of South Africa’s coal
exports to Israel — and what
risks, if any, exist for work-
ers should those exports be

halted. If there is a real risk
to jobs, then the next step
must be to find alternative
markets.

This is not an impossible
task. South Africa’s coal
sector is vast, and the vol-
ume exported to Israel re-
mains a tiny fraction — less
than 1.2% of coal exports,
and just 0.02% of GDP. Re-
directing those shipments is
a logistical challenge, not an
economic impossibility. If
there is political will, viable
alternatives can be found.

This is not about asking
workers to carry the cost of
a moral position. It’s about
building the political and
practical basis to ensure that
our country can act on its
principles without deepen-
ing the hardship of the poor.

The trade union movement
has already made this clear.
In a powerful statement is-
sued in August 2024, CO-

SATU declared its support
for the call on Glencore
to stop sending coal to Is-
rael, stating that “fuelling
apartheid and genocide is a
crime.”

But the federation also
rightly called on govern-
ment to ensure that a boycott
must protect jobs. Trade
policy in a democratic state
is not the exclusive domain
of multinational firms of
economic ministries.

It must be subordinate to
the constitutional obliga-
tions of the state and to its
commitments under inter-
national law. South Africa’s
constitution affirms the im-
portance of human rights
and dignity. Its diplomatic
stance affirms the urgency
of halting genocide. The
question now is whether its
trade policy will follow suit.

Dr Buccus is editor of Al-
Qalam
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DELICIOUS RECIPES

1*"'

Mini Carrot b
Cakes ‘

Recipe credit: Sabeha Arbee ( Instagram: @sabeha_arbee)

Ingredients

(Beat)
1 cup sugar
3 eggs

(Sift)

1.5 cups flour

3/4tsp salt

11/3 tsp cinnamon powder
Itsp bicarb

11/3 tsp baking powder

Method:

1. Beat eggs and sugar together and then add in sifted ingredients.

2 cups finely grated carrots Mix well in your cake mixer.

1 cup chopped pecans

1cup oil 2. Fold in your carrots, pecans and lastly one cup oil.

lcing: 3. Pour batter into a well greased tray.

1/2 tbls butter

1/2 tsp vanilla essence

4 tbls plain cream cheese
1 cup icing sugar .. : : o
2-3tbls milk to thin out the icing (only if 5. Foricing, beat ingredients under Icing, tl|! creamy and smooth.
needed) Spoon on top of your cake and decorate with pecans.

4. Bake for 20-35 mins on 180 degrees, depending on the type of
cake pan you’re using. Till cake is ready.

WIN WITH AL-QALAM | JUNE NATIONAL COMPETITION

Name any two ingredients Congratulations to our
used in the icing recipe. May National Gompetition winner

Enter our competition now to stand a -
chance to win a special Juicy prize! Nasreen Ebrahim (phoenix, Durban)

Email your answer to admin@alqalam.co.za or WhatsApp us at 074 399 8576 f @AlQalam @ @alqalam_newspaper ¥ @AIQalam20
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LOCAL NEWS

A Mosque - One thing missing in Galeshewe

or Aslam Mxolisi

Tawana, the vi-

sion of a proper

mosque in the

heart of Gale-
shewe is not just a personal
dream - it’s a decades-long
community need finally
nearing reality.

As Chairperson of the
Galeshewe Muslim Asso-
ciation (GMA), Tawana
is leading efforts to estab-
lish the Galeshewe Islamic
Centre, a landmark project
that will include Musjidul
Bilal, the first purpose-built
mosque for the township in
the Northern Cape.

Galeshewe is the largest
township in Kimberley,
with a population of over
350,000 people. There are
about 800 — 900 Muslims
and roughly 100 Muslim
families. Tawana, the Chair-
person of the Galeshewe
Muslim Association, says
a mosque is the one thing
that has been missing in the
township community. He
said there are small mus-
allahs scattered around the
community, but no mosque.

“Islam is about 50 years old
in the community of Gale-

shewe. It’s been growing,
but we need a facility that
the Muslim community will
benefit from. This is some-
thing we’ve waited 15 years
for. In Galeshewe, there’s
never been a proper place of
worship for Muslims. We’ve
had Jamaat Khanas, but not
amosque. This Islamic Cen-
tre will have a mosque for
the whole township, and we
will host other community
events and activities there,”
said Tawana.

The GMA is in the final
stages of securing land from
the municipality.

The site has been identified,

the architectural designs are
in place, and the commu-
nity is pushing forward,
but Tawana says they need
help. Just to pay for the
land, the association must
raise just over R730,000.
The architectural designs
for the project were quanti-
fied three years ago and will
cost about R30 million.

“Negotiations are ongoing
to reduce that amount, but
the need for financial sup-
port is urgent. So we must
start securing donors now.
The centre is designed in a

modular fashion, starting
with the mosque as the first
building that needs to be
constructed,” Tawana said.
He said Islam in Galeshewe
has a relatively young but
vibrant history.

“The first people to em-
brace Islam in Galeshewe
were around 1974 or 1975.
As the years progressed,
more people became Mus-
lim. I embraced the deen
in 1991, while I was still in
high school,” said Tawana.

He said in the early years,
various formations tried to
manage Muslim affairs in
the township, but many col-
lapsed or became dysfunc-
tional. “There were efforts
to start other organisations,
but nothing formidable took
shape for a long time,” said
Tawana.

It wasn’t until a group of
committed individuals came
together with a shared vision
that the Galeshewe Muslim
Association was formally
established.

“We realised we couldn’t
go on without an organisa-
tion. Major meetings were
held, and we started the as-

sociation,” Tawana said.

He was elected as Chair-
person and has served in
the role for 13 years, con-
sistently re-elected every
five years. Under his lead-
ership, the GMA has taken
on various responsibilities,
from running Madressahs
and Talims to organising
Janazah programmes and
providing welfare support
to Muslims in the township.
He says the organisation
made consistent efforts to
uplift the community, sup-
port economic empower-
ment, and promote Islam
within the township.

“Our efforts have been
well received, and we have
earned the respect of the
community. We are consis-
tently engaging in activities
like assisting with Qurbani,
planning Eid events, and
running the Muslim burial
service in the area as well,”
said Tawana. But the corner-
stone of their efforts is the
Galeshewe Islamic Centre.
For Tawana, this project is
about far more than bricks
and mortar. It’s about iden-
tity, unity, and fulfilling a
long-standing spiritual and
social need. “This will be

a house of worship, a com-
munity hub, and a symbol of
our growth and presence in

2

Galeshewe,” said Tawana.
He said the Islamic Centre
aims to accommodate 360
men and 96 ladies in the
mosque.

A Darul Uloom, Madres-
sah, adult training facility,
Jamaat facilities, Janazah
ghusl facilities, qurbani fa-
cilities, a multi-purpose hall,
retail shops, food places, a
dawah centre with a library,
a residential square for the
imaam, students, and mu-
ezzin, as well as a public
square for community gath-
erings.

Now, with the community’s

support and wider backing
from donors and well-wish-
ers, his dream is on the cusp
of becoming a reality.

If one would like to con-
tribute to the Islamic Centre
project or the GMA’s activ-
ities, Zakah, Sadaqah, and
Lillah will be accepted.
Account Name: Galeshewe
Muslim Association
Bank: FNB
Account Number:
62613080978
Branch Name & Code:
New Park & 231002
Reference: Zakah/
Lillah/Sadaqah
They are a registered
Non-Profit Organisation,
and their registration num-
ber is NPO246653.
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YOUTH TO SECURE
THE FUTURE

The Muslim Youth Movement aims to
inspire, equip, and nurture young

leaders with strong Islamic values,
fostering growth through education,
social development, and leadership
initiatives. By building a foundation of
faith, integrity, and resilience, we
prepare the youth to navigate modern
challenges while upholding the
principles of Islam, ensuring a
dynamic and prosperous future for all.

DONATE
<1 TODAY

LILLAH

Muslim Youth Movement
General Account

First National Bank - Durban
Branch Code: 220926
Account No.: 5083 1855 033

| Tel: (031) 306 2011 | Email: kzn@mym.za.org
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Major hurdles’ remain in Gaza truce talks
despite claims of progress

Despite Trump’s optimism,
reports suggest COncerns
within Israeli cabinet and
over post-truce arrange-
ments, By Mera Aladam

ajor obsta-
cles remain
in the Gaza
ceasefire
talks, de-
spite recent optimism from
Israeli officials and US
President Donald Trump,
according to media reports.

Trump said that Israel
“agreed to the necessary
conditions to finalise the 60
Day ceasefire”.

The US president, who is
set to meet Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu next week, added that
during the nearly two-month
truce, parties will work on
ending the war.

“The Qataris and Egyp-
tians, who have worked
very hard to help bring
Peace, will deliver this final
proposal.” Despite reports
in Israeli media suggesting

progress in truce negotia-
tions, other accounts hint at
serious challenges hamper-
ing the process.

Speaking to The Times of
Israel, two Arab diplomats
said that “major hurdles re-
main”, particularly around
the recently established
US-Israeli aid distribution
system operated by the Gaza
Humanitarian Foundation
(GHF). Hamas has demand-
ed a return to the previous
UN-run aid delivery mech-
anism.

The controversial GHF,
which began operations in
late May after a three-month
complete blockade of the
Gaza Strip by Israeli forces,
has been sharply criticised.

More than 580 Palestinians
have been killed and over
4,200 wounded by Israeli
troops while attempting to
access food and aid supplies.

Hamas’s concerns have
been echoed by internation-
al organisations. On Tues-
day, over 170 NGO’s jointly

called for an end to what
they described as the “dead-
ly” US- and Israeli-backed
GHF system, urging a re-
turn to United Nations-led
aid coordination.

While some Israeli media
outlets have reported signs
of Netanyahu’s willingness
to resume negotiations, oth-
ers paint a different picture.
Channel 13, for instance,
quoted Netanyahu taking a
hardline stance during a re-
cent security cabinet meet-
ing, reportedly stating: “We
need to kill every person
that holds a weapon. Noth-
ing less than this.”

As for mediation efforts,
Qatari Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Majed Al-An-
sari stated on Monday that
“it is too early to talk about
a timeframe for a ceasefire
agreement”, noting that cur-
rent efforts are focused on
restarting talks.

A phone call on Tuesday
between the foreign min-
isters of Egypt and Qatar
affirmed both countries’

commitment to a joint effort
aimed at ending the blood-
shed in Gaza, securing the

release of prisoners and de-
tainees, and facilitating the
unimpeded delivery of hu-

LAKE GLENCAIRN
N Theperfect escape

50 Hectare lake with great bass and trout fishing
Stunning chalets with- morden finishes
Alpacas, Horses, zebras and more wild game

manitarian aid.

Continued on page 13
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Continued from page 12

Though Hamas has yet to
release an official statement,
senior official Taher al-
Nunu told Palestinian media
that the movement is “ready
and serious about reaching
an agreement” and is open
to “any proposal that clearly
meets the requirements for
ending the war or leads to
its complete end.”

According to Israel’s Kan
11 news outlet, two diplo-
matic sources say the current
ceasefire proposal includes a
60-day truce, during which
eight living Israeli captives
would be released.

Two additional hostages
would be released on the
50th day of the ceasefire,
alongside the return of 18
Israeli bodies held in Gaza.

Meanwhile, Qatar’s version
of the proposal includes a
withdrawal of Israeli forces
from the Morag axis and an
increase in humanitarian aid
entering the besieged terri-

tory.

The Morag axis, primarily
agricultural land, runs be-
tween Khan Younis and Ra-
fah, stretching east to west
across southern Gaza. It also
includes areas previously
designated by the Israeli
army as a “humanitarian
zone”, where displaced Pal-

estinians had been instruct-
ed to seek refuge.

An Israeli source speak-
ing to Haaretz claimed that
while Israel has shown
“flexibility” on several is-
sues, it remains firm on
troop withdrawal bound-
aries, refusing to pull back
beyond the line defined in
the last ceasefire agreement.

The source also noted that
the current draft does not
provide detailed provisions
on aid distribution but in-
cludes broad language
allowing for large-scale
humanitarian relief, echo-
ing clauses from previous
agreements.

On the Palestinian side, a
source stated that Hamas has
not officially responded to
Trump’s recent comments,
citing the absence of a for-
mal, detailed proposal. The
source added that the key
point of disagreement lies
in what happens after the
60-day truce.

Normalisation

The same source told
Haaretz that while the lat-
est proposal does not ex-
plicitly guarantee an end to
the war in Gaza, it includes
“very strong assurances” on
the matter. One clause, for
example, states that if no
agreement is reached within

the 60-day ceasefire, media-
tors will be responsible for
continuing negotiations “un-
der certain conditions.

“These are not just words,
this is also the general atmo-
sphere that allows Hamas to
see how much the Ameri-
cans want and can take Isra-
el there,” the source added.

An Arab official believes
that Hamas would only
agree to the current draft
of the proposal if there is a
document or oral promise
from Washington that the
truce would lead to an end
to the war. According to a
number of sources speak-
ing to Haaretz, the current
truce draft could include

“diplomatic compensation”
for Israel, including nor-
malisation and establishing
relations with several Arab
states.

The sources in Israel, the
US and Gulf countries said
the achievements are likely
to include a resumption in
establishing relations with

Saudi Arabia and an end
to hostilities with Syria, as
well as normalisation with
Oman.

Such moves aim to soften
the approach of far-right
ministers under Netanyahu’s
government, many of whom
are against ending the war.
- MEE

By
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MOTORING

Volvo C40: Silent Lightning in Swedish Style

By Imraan Buccus

here are moments

in life when a car

doesn’t just take

you from A to B,

but rather chang-
es the entire way you think
about driving. The Volvo
C40 Recharge Twin is one
of those rare gems. It’s
striking, it’s rapid, and in
true Scandinavian fashion,
it’s uncluttered and hon-
est. You’re not being sold a
gimmick here. Volvo simply
asks: do you want the future,
or not?

Volvo has committed to
going all-electric by 2030,
no maybes, no loopholes.
Whether or not South Afri-
ca — or the world — is fully
ready is another discussion,
but Volvo’s putting its sleek,
aerodynamic foot down.

The Volvo C40 that qui-
etly positions itself as the
brand’s electric icon. And
it’s not shouting for at-
tention either — the C40
doesn’t need to. Its coupe-
style silhouette is graceful
and commanding all at once

-it turns heads on highways
and coffee shop parkings
alike. The C40 still carries
a confident SUV stance.
There’s nothing meek about
it. Especially when it rolls in
on those muscular 20-inch
five-spoke alloys.

The real party trick, how-
ever, is in the way the C40
moves. You get in — no
start button, no unnecessary
ritual. Just foot on brake,
gear selector into D, and
you’re off in silence. It’s
eerie the first few times. But
like Swedish design itself, it
quickly becomes something
you wonder how you ever
lived without.

But don’t let the quiet
fool you. With dual elec-
tric motors — one at each
axle — you’re dealing with
300kW and a hefty 660Nm
of torque. That 0-100km/h
claim of 4.7 seconds? It
feels even quicker in the real
world. Because with electric
power, there’s no delay. No
waiting for revs or turbos
to spool. Just an instant,
face-melting surge that
pushes you back into your

seat like you’ve just been
launched off an aircraft car-
rier. And all without a single
drop of petrol or a fake en-
gine roar piped through the
speakers. Just clean, honest
propulsion.

Now, I’'ll admit, the brak-
ing does take some getting
used to. But once you’ve
mastered it, you find your-
self rarely needing to touch
the brake pedal at all — true
one-pedal driving in its most
intuitive form.

Inside, it’s typically Vol-
vo — that means a serene
cabin, minimalistic design,
and a high level of function-
ality. And don’t let the fact
that it’s leather-free fool you
into thinking it’s not luxuri-
ous. The upholstery feels
premium, and everything
is thoughtfully put togeth-
er. You’ve got Google built
right into the infotainment
system, with seamless voice
navigation, maps, and apps
— a vast improvement over
the older Volvo systems.
Rear passengers are well ca-
tered for with generous leg-
room, and the boot, at 489

litres, is more than practical
for everyday life or a week-
end escape to the Midlands
from my home just north of
Durban.

Battery-wise, the C40 hous-
es a 78kWh pack, with an of-
ficial range of up to 450km.
But real-world figures are
closer to 330-380km, espe-
cially if you’re doing more
highway than city driving.

Charging times vary — at
a fast-charger, it’ll top up in
under two hours. But on a
regular wall plug at home?
You’ll need patience and a
good 24 hours.

Atunder R1.5m, it’s not ex-
actly pocket change, but it’s
far from the most expensive
EV in town. It is worth the
money and I’d say worth
paying more to get the C40

over the XC40, if the cre-
ative and bold styling is
your taste. The C40 isn’t
just about commuting — it’s
about redefining what a lux-
ury car can be in a changing
world.

Volvo doesn’t scream for
your attention. It whispers,
elegantly. And the C40?
It’s an electric love letter on
wheels.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Clashes and arrests in Turkey over magazine
cartoon allegedly depicting Prophet Muhammad

urkey police
face demon-
strators after
prosecutor or-
ders arrests at
LeMan maga-
zine, whose editor-in-chief
denies allegation and says
image has been deliberately
misinterpreted.

Clashes erupted in Istan-
bul with police firing rub-
ber bullets and teargas to
disperse a mob on Monday
after allegations that a satir-
ical magazine had published
a cartoon of the prophet Mu-
hammad.

The clashes occurred after
Istanbul’s chief prosecutor
ordered the arrest of the
editors at LeMan magazine
on grounds it had published
a cartoon that “publicly in-
sulted religious values”.

The magazine’s edi-
tor-in-chief, Tuncay Akgun,
said the image had been
misinterpreted.

“This cartoon is not a car-
icature of prophet Muham-
mad in any way,” he told
Agence France-Presse. “In
this work, the name of a
Muslim who was killed in
the bombardments of Israel
is fictionalised as Muham-
mad. More than 200 million
people in the Islamic world

are named Muhammad.

“[It] has nothing to do with

prophet Muhammad. We
would never take such a
risk.”

As the news broke, sever-
al dozen angry protesters
attacked a bar often fre-
quented by LeMan staffers
in downtown Istanbul, pro-
voking angry scuffles with
police, an AFP correspon-
dent said.

The scuffles quickly be-
came clashes involving be-
tween 250 to 300 people, the
correspondent said.

Founded in 1991, LeMan
is famed for its political
satire and has long been the
bane of conservatives, espe-
cially following its support
for France’s Charlie Hebdo
after its Paris offices were
attacked in 2015 by Islamist
gunmen who killed 12 fol-
lowing the magazine’s pub-
lication of caricatures of the
prophet Muhammad.

The interior minister, Ali
Yerlikaya, said on X that
police had arrested the car-
toonist responsible for the
image as well as LeMan’s
graphic designer.

“The person named DP who
made this vile drawing has

been caught and taken into
custody,” he wrote, adding:
“These shameless individu-
als will be held accountable
before the law.”

Others named in the arrest
warrant were LeMan’s ed-
itor-in-chief and its man-
aging editor, media reports
said.

In a string of posts on X,
LeMan defended the car-
toon and said it had been
deliberately misinterpret-

ed to cause a provocation.
“The cartoonist wanted to
portray the righteousness of
the oppressed Muslim peo-
ple by depicting a Muslim
killed by Israel, he never
intended to belittle religious
values,” it said. “We do not
accept the stigma imposed
on us because there is no
depiction of our prophet. It
takes a very malicious per-
son to interpret the cartoon
in this way.” “We apolo-
gise to our well-intentioned
readers who we think were

subjected to provocations.”
The justice minister, Yilmaz
Tunc, said an investigation
had been opened on grounds
of “publicly insulting reli-
gious values”.

“Disrespect towards our
beliefs is never acceptable,”
he wrote on X. “No freedom
grants the right to make the
sacred values of a belief the
subject of ugly humour.

The caricature or any form
of visual representation of

our prophet not only harms
our religious values but also
damages societal peace.”

Istanbul’s governor, Davut
Gul, also lashed out at “this
mentality that seeks to pro-
voke society by attacking
our sacred values”.

“We will not remain silent
in the face of any vile act
targeting our nation’s faith,”
he said.

The Guardian

AMBASSADORS

FOR CHANGE

Ambassadors For Change' Skills Leadership Programme hosted
by the Muslim Youth Movement of South Africa at the Al-Ansaar
Conference Center from 30 June - 05 July 2025.
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SPORT

Remembering Pops Moolla of the ‘Ping
Pong Boys’ who defied Apartheid

By Eric Imonina

hat does it

take to defy

apartheid?

For “Pops™

Moolla, the
answer was a table tennis
bat.

M.G.H. “Pops’’Moolla was

born in 1932 and died of car-
diac arrest on 11th January
1995. However his life was
abundant with fulfilment. At
17 in 1950 he represented
Southern Natal Table Tennis
Championships and strove
to the finals, outstripping the
grandee champions of his
day; namely I.A. “Goofy”
Timol and .M. Randeree.
But as the tournament tailed
off, he was defeated by E.S.
Randeree after a gruelling
5-set contest. Moolla’s de-
feat at the Table of Play in
his youth did not deter him.
He conscientiously strove
for supremacy at the game.

In 1951 and 1957, he got to
the finals at the Natal Men’s
Table Tennis Tournament.
The visit to ““Pops’ Mool-
la’s son, Anwar, testifies to

a sportsmanship that is gen-
erational in the family; his
daughter is a biokineticist.
She has a degree in sports
science-helping the injured
on the field of play.

Anwar, his son and daugh-
ter ran the London and Ber-
lin Marathon sometime in
2024. “I did 20 comrades
marathon” Anwar says. “As
a youngster I played Table
Tennis and qualified for
Junior level and represent-
ed Southern Natal at Table
Tennis Tournaments but did
not follow through as such”
he reflected.

Anwar demonstrates a
quantum love for sport.
He is currently involved in
yet another sport known as
“Padel”. “It is similar to
Pickle Ball and some of my
friends and I have commer-
cialized the sport by build-
ing Padel Courts in various
places”, he says with a mea-
sure of satisfaction. Today,
Anwar is a businessman
with a B.com Law degree.
However, sportsmanship is
not only generational in his
family but trade and entre-
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preneurship is, as he learnt
the intricacies of the cloth-
ing industry.

Meanwhile, the history of
Pops Moolla is legendary.
Having been a member
alongside his colleagues
of the South African Table
Tennis Board, with non-dis-
criminatory rules and affili-
ated to the International Ta-
ble Tennis Federation, they
were invited to the World
Table Tennis Championship
in Sweden in 1957.

Approval from the apart-
heid government for Mool-
la and his team to travel to
Sweden was starkly impos-
sible. But the fervent desire
to represent South Africa
abroad was abiding.

The group planned to exit
the country individually; it
was a way to evade the rov-
ing eyes of the authorities.
They consisted of six men,
namely, Cassim Peer [Cap-
tain] Ashwin Valjee, M.G H.
‘Pops’ Moolla, P.R. “Ban-
dy’’ Mandan [ all from Natal
Durban] and D. Groenwald
from Wynburg [Western

011914 1943
011837 4449

011 853 6063

Cape]. The manager of the
team was Cassim Bassa,
who was also President of
the South African Table Ten-
nis Board.

The team, the Ping Pong
boys as they were known, ar-
rived in Stockholm, Sweden.
They played their matches at
the Kunlighallen Royal Ten-
nis Hall on 7th March - 15th
March 1957 game. They
were in group two which
had contestants such as Ja-
pan, Vietnam, Sweden, Po-
land, Iran, France, Finland
and Canada.

Reportedly the team lost all
their matches 5-0. In some
way of a culture shock, they
admitted that the plank bats
they know and used con-
trasted to the use of rubber
bats as they observed at the
games, did them in. They
would later learn that the ta-
ble tennis ball is more flexi-
ble to the rubber bat, giving
opponents an edge over
them at the Table of Play.
However, they would later
pioneer the use of rubber
bats back home in South Af-
rica. One of the highlights
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of their matches was with Ja-
pan. The Japanese clinched
all aspects of the contest-
Men’s Singles, Women'’s
Single’s and Mixed Doubles.

With the political strife
back home in South Africa,
the team was relieved they
were in Sweden for sports-
manship. In the same year
of 1957, the South African
or Ping Pong boys returned
through the Mailship in
Cape Town. Immediately the
apartheid regime, bruised

by the team’s seemingly
unsanctioned exit from the
country, confiscated their
passports. As such they
could not, Moolla and his
colleagues could not com-
pete overseas again. Pops
Moolla is till this day fond-
ly remembered in the South
African sporting circles as
someone who not only ex-
celled but also for his up-
rightness in all he did. For
Moolla, sport was not just a
game - it was a quiet revo-
lution.
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